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G H A P» L 

May m&r( pnferly be called an intrth 
duBion to the enjuing hijiory^ than 
a part of it. 

EMMY iuid Jenny Jefr 

famy, were originally dif- 

cended from two male 

branches of the fame Fa- 

ipily, as it may be reaibn « 

^ly fiippofed, they both 

being of tke fame name, and having the 

fame efcutchion j — but to trace how far 

Vol, L B the 
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2 lie HISTORY 9/ 

the relationlhip between them was remo- 
Vcd, would require much time .^nd trouble 
in examining old records, memorandums* 
and church regifters, and coft more than 
]'the acquifition would be worth, as it could 
liot-Jbe found any way material to the "^ 
hiftory. 

It fliall therefore ' fuffice to fay, tlwt 
Jemmy w^s the only fon of a gcntlero^n 
of a competent eftatp, and Jenny fole 
daughter . and heirefs of a wealthy mer- 
chant ; ' — that their parents had always 
called coufins, r^ had lived with each other 
in^tb^anoft' per fed: friendih^p^ the tokens 
of w4iii3h ' /ea(jh feeiped equally defirou3 
Ihould continue beyond the grave % and, to 
tHis end, refolved en a marriage between 
their children^TprpyicJed thaf when they ar* 
rived at years of maturity, neither of them 
•ihduid baye any objeftipn tp fucH ap- uaioa. 

As this agreement was very early made, 

and the accomplilhment of it was ieri» 

•<>uny\wilh^d' for by l^pth partie?, ajl irn^ 

-gin'able care, was takpn to excite in the 

xhiidrcn a mutual affeftion for e^ch other, 

-and to make the name of love fgmiliar to 

- them long before d\ey knew what was 

meant by the wordg, niwcH lefs could have 

any notion of the paflion, r^ depending' pn 

iTllia m^xim pf jhp poet- \, . 

. ChiHren, 
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Jemmy and Jekny Jbssamy, 3 

Childrenjrlikc tcrtder oziers, take the 

bow. 
And as they firft are falhon'd, ftiU will 

grow. 

Jemmy, who had four years the ad- 
vantage of Jenny, was taught to call her 
his little wife, even while in her cradle^ 
and Jenny no fooner began to fpeak thaa 
Ihe was made to fay (he loved her huf- 
band Jemmy in her heart. 

As their years increased, and they be- 
came capable of receiving the firft rudir 
ments of education befitting their diffe- 
rent fexes, Jemmy was fcnt to Eton, and 
Jenny to a boarding-fchool at a fo^all 
village not far from London ; but to at- 
tone for this leparation, they were inttru^ 
ed, by thofe who had the care of them, 
to write little epiftles to each other^ 
which they didiated in terms fuitable to 
their age and innocence, and ferved to keep 
alive that fpirit of afFeftion, which had 
l)een inculcated in their more • early in- 
fancy. — When the times of breaking up 
'allowed them to return to their friends, 
they were feldom afunder, — they par- 
took together all thofe diverfions prepared 
for them by. their. indulgent parents, and 
fofoeti'mes Jemmy, and fonrictimes Jenny, 
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were at the head of the feaft, — all others 
being but their invited guefts. — Jemmy 
was contiftjflally prefenting Jenny with 
fome curious new invented toy, and the 
firft fruits of Jenny's handy wor)c, was a 
fine eoibroider'd waiftcoat and cap for 
Jemmy. 

! By this * iricahs it became a kind of 
fecond nature in them to love each other, 
the affie<9fion they began in infancy, grew 
up with their years ; and if what they felt 
^jthcy approached nearer to maturity 
did not amount to a paflion, it was at 
lealt {bmewKat 'niore than is ordinarily 
found between a brother and a fifter* 

Xke two fathers, however, were highly 
jjjfiji;^^ the effed their endeavours 

Ha5 produced in the hearts of their chil*- 
qren, and doubted not but by the prudent 
nieafures bad been taken in the education 
of, both, they Ihouid one day fee thetn 
make very fhining figures in the ftate ojf 
marriages which they refolved Ihould be 
delayed no. longer than till Jenimy had 
^rived at the age of one and twenty, at 
Which time Jenny woul4 be fome months 
pafi: feventeeo^ 

But how Uflcqrtaja is lijEe ! — ^ how fal- 
Jiblc the profpej9:s it prcfena !* --^ it often 

happens 
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Jemmy and Jemnv Jbssamy. 5 

iiappens that when they feem moil near, 
they either yanifli of thcmfelves, or we 
are fuddenly Ihatch'd from them : — the 
father of Jenny, though a mart whofe 
healthy conititution, according to all ap- 
pearance, prpmifed a much longer date, 
died in ah apopledlic fit, and ihe be- 
came an orphan three years before the 
time prefixed for the completion of her 
marriage. 

This fatal ^ccident muft neceflarily in- 
volve the tender and affedionate heart 
of this young girl in very great afilic- 
tion ;'. but it was Icfs feverely felt, as ihc 
had always been bred to look on the fa- 
ther of" Jemmy as a fecond parent to 
herfelf -, — Ihe, therefore, hefitated not 
to commit the large fortune fhe was left 
miftrefs of entirely to his care, and cho|b 
him for her guardian, according ' to tixe 
forms of law. 

Soon after her father's death, finding 
fhe -had attainM all thofc accompUflx- 
ments that could be taught her in a 
bbarding-fchool, Ihc removed from 
•thence^ and ^vith the approbation of her 
guardian, .-^entto live with a family 
where ' fhe had a tnuch better opportu- 
nity of feeing the world^ and knowing 
how to conform herfelf to the cuftoms 
Br 3 aud 
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6 The HISTORY of. 

and manners of it, than ever flie could 
have done by the precife rules . obferved 
in the place fhe came from. 

Jemmy had feme time before left E* 
ton, and was gone to Oxford, in order 
to finifli his ftudies ; but he obtained leave 
from, the head of the college to make 
frequent vifits to London, — induced 
thereto, by the double obligation of tefti- 
fying his duty to his father, and. affeftion 
to his miftrefs ; — to thefe two mbtives, 
a third, perhaps, might be added, equally 
prevalent with either of the former, — 
?hat of partaking the pleafures of the 
town, of which he was no lefs fond, than 
mofl others of his fex and age. 

He was but juft returned to the uni- 
verfity, from whence he had made a 
pretty long excurfion, when he was fud- 
denly recaird to London: — The dd 
gentleman was feizM with a pluretic 
fever, which, notwithftanding all the 
remedies proper in fuch cafes were ap- 
ply'd, made fo fwift a progrefs towards 
his heart, as threatened an immediate dif- 
folution ', — it indeed proved fo, for tho* 
Jemmy, on the melancholy news, took 
horfe the fame moment, aqd rode poft 
to town, he arrived but juft time enough 
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Jfmmv and Jenny Jessamv. y' 
.to fee this belt of fathers breath his 
laft. 

The pangs of death were" on him, yet 
Were his ferfes perfefti — on his fon's ap- 
proach, a gleam of fatisfa^kion difFufed 
itfelf through all his late difordered fea- 
tures -, — he coUeded all the ftrehgth that 
was kft in him to raife himfelf a little, 
ahd taking hold of Jemmy's hand, and 
joining it<to that df Jenny's, who 'Tat 
weeping by the bed fide, -^ * My dear 

* children, faid he, I regret the lofs of 

* lite for nothing fo much as becaufe I 

* fliall be deprived of feeing that hap-^ 

* pinefs, which I hope you will foon en- 

* joy together.*,' — he would hare added 
fomething more, but his Voice, fbrfook 
him, and he expired that inftant. 

Few young heirs look upon any thing 
as a real matter of afflidtion, whicn makes 
them matters of themfelves and fortunes .; 
but Jemmy was of a different way ot' 
thinking, he had a great (hare both of 
good fenfe and ^ood nature •, and befid«i 
what filial duty demanded from" him, love 
and gratitude for the indulgence with 
which he had always been treated by his 
father, made him lament his lofs with 
the moft.unfeign'd and poignant forrowi 

B 4 Jenny 
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8 ne HISTORY / 

Jenny v^as alfo very deeply affeftcd at 
this event ; fhe had been truly fenfible 
of the yalwe. ftie Qught to fet itippn fo 
faithful a gyardi^^ and fo fincere % 
friend-, 4ind while fhe ufed her cndca- 
^^ vours XQ ^vc hia fon fome confoktion, 
llood in almoft equal need of receiving 
it'herfelf. / . 

. The prudent old gentleman, the* per- 
haps iK^itheut^nty apprebenfioni of tseing 
To near hi& end, had fome months before 
)nade his will, bv which it appeared, on 
ejcamination, tnat he had appointed 
truftoes to manage both Tor his fon mi, 
intenoea daugntcr*in-4iw, iii ££i8vV.e 
&ould die before they ardved at the 
age of afting for themfelves, and alfo, 
that bv his great ceconomy, he had laved 
out ot the receipts of his eftates feveral- 
confidcrablc fums ot money, which he 
had placed in the publick funds, — fo 
that Jemmy found himfelfin pofleffioh 
of a much larger fortune than he had 
imagined, or .had beep niade to hope fon 

* . Soon after the melancholy felcmnity 

^ of the funeral was over, ' he /cturn'M to 

'Oxford i but ftay*d no long^fr there tlian 

was nieceflkry to take a decent leave of 

the gentlemen of the college, and other 

ftudents 
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Jemmv and Jenny Jessamv. 9 

ftudents with whom he had contraftcd 
t^e moft intimacy. 

But none of his friends or acquain' 
tance, either ^'ondfif^ at, or condemned 
the hafte he made to qniit the umverfity, 
not doubting but the fole motive of his 
doing fo was the laudable afieftion for 
the Jady intended to be W future bride. 



)>/^-, 






CHAP. H. 

Contains the narrative of a very odd 

adventure^ hut ferfeStty fi^rpror^s^ 

tho^ at frjtfent^it pq^y PT^^P ^r 

pear a htik foreign to jfbe lii^ift w 

band* 

DURING the fliort time th^t Jem- 
my ftayM at Oxford, His ia^r mi- 
jftrels topk it intq her keadtomali^aTi- 
flt to a jfrien^ in the ccwntry, ^Qut ibo^f 
one or two and twenty miies divine itojTi 
London, wliere &e" had received feverai 
ifell^i^ invitations tp fpn^s but had 
lutheitQ been prewnted ^9^11 qwjfeffiS 
py ^nie »cdiMit lOr otlbcr, * * 

B 5 TM» 
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This was a young lady, for whom 
Jenny had as great a regard as for any 
one of h^r female acquaintance ; — they 
had received part of their education to- 
gether, and tho* Sophia, for fo ihe was 
called, being fomewhat older than Jenny, 
had much fooner left the fchool, yet 
their intimacy was not broke off by this 
reparation, and they continued to fee 
each other as often as opportunity per- 
mitted ; — but the brother of Sophia, 
who was a batchelor, having prevaiPd 
with his fitter to come down, and take 
upon her the management ;of his houfe, 
had now occafioncd between theft ladies an 
abience for many months. 

It is not, therefore, to be doubted, but 
thitt Jenny found herfelf very fincefely 
welcome* — Sophia omitted nothing that 
might convince her that flie was fo i — 
and as nothing more truly dejmonftrates 
the cordiality of the heart, than an open 
and undifguifcd behaviour, thefe ladies 
reciprocally related to each other all 
the little accidents that had befallen ei- 
ther erf" them fince laft they parted. 

Amoite other things that Sophia com* 
municatOT to her fair gueft, Ihe tdd het 
that her brother was about marrying, and . 
at , pccfcnt was in London, profccuting 
■ ' - his 
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Jemmy and Jenny Jsssamt. ii 

his addrefies for that purpofe, to a young 
lady of conditiont ^ which, faia (hey 
^ if he lucceeds in, I fhall liot long be a 

* refident in- the country, as he then will 
^ have no farther occafion for my affift* 
^ ance, nor ihould I chuie to continue ui 

* the houfe with a fifter-in-law. 

^ I (incerety. wifh fadm all die happl^ 
« nefs he can hope for, rcplyed Jenny, 

* not only as he is your brother^ but for 
^ his own fake alfo, — ' (ince I believe 
' there are few-men who dcferve more : 
> —we are both extremely obliged to you 
^ my dear, returned the other, but I 

€ fear'— 

She was going on . with ibmethiag, 
which kis likely would havelet Jenny iiitx> 
the quality and character of ' me intend- 
ed bride, but was interrupted' by a fer- 
rant, who came haffiily into the roonv and 
told her that his mafter was juA: alight- 
ed at the gate, out of a landau and £ik^ 
and had brought a very fine lady home 
with him^ ^ 

* Blels me» cried Sophia, in a great 
*. furprifey the thing we were Ipeaking of 

* is <;ertainly completed; but come, coa* 

* tinued fhe, let us go down to receive 
■ ,*^ them^ and.bc convinced** - 

B 6 ]s^ 
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In ijpciking thefe words JSietook Jen- 
ny by the handy in order to do as fhe had 
fddy but WAS preyented by the fight of 
her lijrother and the miftreis of his a£&c- 
ttbos» who had comic lau^i^ .upy and 
were alre^c^r^ IJie top of the ftair-cafe ; 
on which ine retired fome paces back to 
give theiti liboixr to enter. 

Tliis gMtbsaan^ whonil ihall dfftingdfh 
hf 1^ name of -Rodophilt immediately^ 
:lH«fented nSc^hia to tiie lady^ faying/ 
t^ This» ^dam» is tbt lifter I haTe often 
F mentuMMed. to you^' i^ey then fahsted 
each other with a great deal of pelitenefs, 
while he paid his compliments to Jennys 
InttfaadoD iooaendonp ^?than turning 
SOiS(3fibi$y:^ I ADi £Mne'a. Uttk lines- 
-1ipe£bed](jrtupon:yon,Met, .f^^^^ he*, but, 
« Hk> jnake ^amends, liaTe brought home a 
' fiiady^^who.tliU be ioigoadito take olF 

f I am very ready to refign.my jflac^, 

* reply'd ihe with a fmile^ toone who, 
^ i doubt not, tmt wiU orach better fit 
« ft i but fir, ^{Hivfiied lie in i9ie &me 
« Kay <«r, I. ihiok you ihouid haive :put 
•^ .it in jny power to Juaare given you the 

* laft caft dlm^ office, in4i i^oce' ele- 
i • * gaut 
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Jemmv iWdf Jenny Jes3amy. 13 

* gant manner, than I am now capable 

* of doing in this fudden furprife/ 

I * Nay, as to that matter^ child,' cried 
tke lady in a very familiar, and indeed, 
fomewhatof a hoydenifh tone, • you have 

* nothing to acoife him of on this ac- 

* count, for I aflurc you neither of us 

* thought of being here to-night, two 
^ hours before we let out from London ^ 

* bat I know w}t how it happened, but 

* we w«re both in a frolickfome humour ; 

* he ^ore ke would have me, and I 
« fwore if he had, he *flioukl nin away 

* vfith me 1 — *the impudent thing took 

* mc at my word, — - toitin a minute for 
-* a Landau and fix, — thruft meinto it, 

* and iiunied nae away without any far- 
^ ther ^paration tkan j^ft as you fee. 

* Then die ceremony is not yet. peni 
^ ioffflf d,* fai4 Sophia ; • No, replyM her 

* brother, but I hope to-morrow mom- 

* ing will put a final end to my fuf- 
« pence, and make me happy in my ut- 

* nuA wiflies; ~- What fay you, madam, 

* purfued he to the lady, — (hall it not 

* be fe ?*— Wbatoocafion has the man to 
« 9(k afiny qurfKons !* — anfwered Ihe, 
patting him on dte cheek, * you have 

* got mc into your pofibfSon here, andL 
5 muft even do wth me what you "will/ 

Soon 
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Soon after this Sophia withdrew^ to glye 
the ncccffary orders for preparing fu^ 
per, which, in fpite of her being taken 
lb unawares, was fervedup in a manner 
tliat Ihew'd there was little need of the 
apology had fhe made on the firft entrance 
of her new gueft. 

Nothing was wanting to complete the 
elegance ot the tabic, but a little more 
politenefs of behaviour in the perfon, for 
whom chiefly fuch -care had httjx taken 
in furnifhing it; — but, the* fhe was tlje 
daughter oT a nobleman, and could not 
fail of having had an education fuitable 
to her birth, yet the pride of blood, — ► 
the infoience of flatter'd beauty, and the 
vanity of imaginings that (he could do 
nothing unbecoming in her, made her 
a£b and talk in fo aflfe^tefd, and fo odd 
a faihion, as greatly defaced all the charms 
fhe had received from nature* 

* Youare very ugly, Rodeplul, woukl 

• fhe cry •, I wonder what it is I like you 

• for •, then rejoined with the fame breathy 

• well, you arc a dear bewitching toad, 

• however ;* one moment fhe would pufti 
. him from her^ fwearing fhe hated him, — • 

the next pull l\im towards har, protefting. 
b£ could not be too near 5— • lier difcourfe 

.to 
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to the lacfies wa« alfo of the fame piece : 
(he told Sophia, flie had a pair of fine 
eyes, but did not look as if (he knew 
(he had any fnch things in her head ; and 
laugh'd at Jenny, as having reafon to 
accufe nature for not having endued her 
with the talent of elocution. 

Jenny, indeed, (poke but little the 
whole evening y. but as her filence was oc- 
cafioned only by the other's excefs of vo- 
lubility, the ufual vivacity of her tem- 
per was rous'd by this reproach, and 
fee reply'd, with fome tartnefs, * Madam, 

* if Sophia and myfelf were half fo con- 

* fcious as your lady(hip (eems to be> of 
** having every thing we faid approved 

* of, we (hould' certainly be all ipeakers 

* and tio hearers,, and confequently this 

* gentleman here be in^ danger of lofing 
^ one of his fenfes, if a man in love caa 

* be fuppofedto have^y/ 

The lady, in fpitt of all t^e aflurance 
. (he, was ppffeisM of» could not avoid ap- 
pearing a lictle difconcerted at what Jenny 
had faid; — Rodophil perceiving it» 
thought himfeif obliged^ as a lover, "to 
take up thfi word, and turning to Jenny; 
Madam,, faid he to her,, * the man who 
"• has the honour to be capable of diftin- 

* guifliing the perfcAions of that lady„ 

* mult 
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> muft certainly be fuppofed to have not 
* fcnfcs for any thing but her.' 

JciHiy made no other reply to this, 
than that ftie doubted not but his paffion 
was worthy of the objeft that infpired it j 
and, after a few hours paft in a conver- 
fation not material enough to be repeat- 
ed, Sophia condu£ted tte miftreis of her 
brother to an apartment fhe had caufed 
to.be got ready for her i and, through rc- 
fpe(5l to him, waited in the room till fhc 
had feen her intp bed*, 

Jenny having always been a fiiarer with 
Sophia in the feme bed, when they were 
together at the boardingrfchool, would 
not hear of Oeeping aparp from her du- 
ring the time fhe ftay'd m tjie coijintryv 
jnot only to avoid giving any unneceffa^ry 
trouble to the family, but alfo becaufe 
Ihe was willing to lofc as litjlc of hey 
company as poffiblc. 

. \ ,. - 

Though the nigl^t wa? pretty %. a^- 
.vanced when the ladies went i?ito their 
chamber, neither of them bad th^ power 
to dofe thjeir eyes witl^out difcovering tqf 
the other fome part of their jTei^timentf 
jia relation :fp $ht intended bride./' ' ; 

That t yqur^ matd of Quality ihovli 
. ' ' ' • fuffer 
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fufFer herfelf to be ronduded in fo odd 
a manner by a gentleman to his country . 
fe^t» and that (he ihpuld behave towards 
him i^ fo aSe^ed, and indeed fo confi^ 
dent a fafhion, in. the prefence of two per- 
ibos of her own fex, whom fhe had ne- 
ver feen before, had fomething in it fo 
new> and fo iirange to them, that they 
could Qot well liadlwords toexprefs their 
^ftonifhment. 

« It muft certainly be an cxcefs of 

* love, faid Jenny, that can oblige a 
:* man <^f Rodophil's good "underftanding 

* to bear with fuch extravagancies in tlve 
«^ woman he makes choice of for a 
« wife/ 

' . * As for love,* replied the other, • I 

* believe that is quite out of the queflion ; 

* I think I may be pretty pofitive, from 

* a thoufand circumftances, that my bro- 
' ther is neither charmed with the beau- 

* ties of her perib«\, nor blind to the fol- 

* lies of her temper ; — " but he ima- 

* gines, — how rightly Icannot as yet 

* take upon me to ^termine, that her 

* fortune, her births and the interefb of 

* har family ^illicompenfate for all other 

* deficiencies.' . ; . 

Women, for the moft part, are but too 
juftly accufed of being fev^re on the .foi- 
bles 
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bles of each other -, a«d forpc will hav^ 
it, that they evert take a malicious plea- 
fure in finding fome thing to condemn ; 
but it was not by t^is propenfity that 
either of thefe ladies wc>e inftigated -, — 
the one, who loved her brother extremely, 
was forry and alhamed at having obfcrv'd 
fach errors in a woman who was to ht 
his partner for life-, -^nd the other, more 
through good-nature than the contrary, 
was vexed when any opportunity for cen- 
fure pr^fented itfeJf. ' 

Rodophil, however, full of the thoughji. 
of being a bridegroom, quitted his b^d 
much fooner than he* was accuftomed. t6 
do, and went to a neighbouring ciergy- 
-man, who having licences always ready 
by him, got one immediately fiUM up 
with the two parties names \ and as the 
thing was to be private, promised to bring 
a friend with him, who Ihould officiate 
in giving the li dy's hand. 

Sophia alfo rofe very early that morn- 
ing, being willing, in fpiie of her diflike 
tothi^r match, to do it all the bonourin 
her power, and that the Ibortncis of the 
time would admit her. 

None of the family were fluggards on 
this occafion, — ^ appeared in their fe- 

veral 
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Tcral ftations alert and chearful ; fpright- 
linefs fat on every face, excepting that 
of the intended bride 5 but ' never was 
there fo ftrange, — fo fudden a tranf- 
formation in any one perfon, — flic that 
had the evening before been fo wildly 
gay and volatile, even to a ridiculous 
cxcefs, was now become quite moped and 
ftupid i — twice had Sophia been in her 
chamber before j(he could prevail on her 
to leave it and come down ftairs ; and 
when Rodophil accofted her with the 
ufual falutation of the mornii^g, and told 
her it was- the happieft he had ever feen, 
fhe made no anfwer, nor fcarce vouch- 
lafed to look upon him. 

On the fight of the clergyman and his 
friend, who came cxaftly at the time they 
were expcfted by Rodophil j — *• What is 
' all this for ? faid (he fullenly ; — I won't 

* be married : — Not married, madam, 
— cried Rodophil, * you are not cer- 

* tainly in earneft : — Indeed, but I ani^, 

* — fo pray let the parfon go about 
^ bis buunefs \ for he has none with me 

* at this time. 

* What is it you mean ? madam,* — 
demanded Rodophil, fomuch confound- 
ed that he could fcarce utter thefe 'few 
worjis : — * I have told you, anfwered 

* ihe. 
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« flie, that I won't be married, — at 
*« leaft ac prefent j — r diei-efore fend away 
'^ the man. . 

• I am fprry, fir,' faid tl^e. reverend 
divine, r— « that you did not take care 

* to be better acquainted with the lady'$ 

* mind before ypu gave U3 the trouble 

* ©f waijing on you j' — and, with thefe 
^ords, went haftily out of the room, 
foHowedby the gentleman he hadbroughj: 
;with him, equally aflfronted as furpriz*d* 

Rodophil went after them, to make 
the beft apology he could for the caprice, 
as he then imagined it, of the lady's hu- 
mour: — Sophia and Jenny were alh 
fhh tiri>e in iuch Aconfternation, that 
liiey could only look fometiipcs on the 
jerfon who had occafioned it, and fome- 
timcs pn. each pther, without being able 
to ipeak 4 fingle fy liable. • 

^. Jlqdpphi^ returned, and with, a ?oun* 
tenince which teftify'd the refehtment 
ftf .his beatt, . — ' Madam, &id he to f he 

* lady, — * what have I clone to deferve 

* that you Ihould treat me in this man- 
Jt, ner. ?* — ^What motive copld indude you 

\ to render me the jeft of the; wholp 

* coiiatry? 

If 
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* If you thought me unworthy of the 

* honour I folicited,* — purfued he, — 

* wherefore did you encourage me to 

* hope it ? -^ alli^ at lead fome reafoa 

* for fo ftrange a reverfe in your heha- 
« Vibur towards me/ -— Thefe queftions, 
and feveral others to the fame purpofe, 
being rejpeated over and over, fhe ac laft 
f eply*d, — that (he would fatisfy him^ 
but no body dfe. 

Sophia, on hearing this, ftarted imipc- 
diately from her feat, crying : — * Oh, 

* madam, we will be no hindrance to 
^ the cclaircifenient my brother has fo 

* much right to expert ;• — in Ipeaking 
this fhe left them together, taking Jenny 
with her. 

Her ciiriofity was, hbWever, faifed to 
a pitch too high not to infpire her with 
an eagernefs to be one of the firft at the 
ejcplanatibn of this myftery, -r- it pre^nt- 
ly came into her head, that there was a 
clolet which opened from the pkflTage^ 
and 'was divided from die room where 
tR.6dophil and the lady were but by a 
thin partition, and gueffing her friend^s 
impatience by her own, they both went 
^tbgither,.as foftly as poffible,^int(/lthis'lit- 
tle reccfs, where, putting theit* ears Clofe 

to 
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to the pannel of the wairifcot, they could 
eafily diftinguifli what difcourfe paffed on 
the other fide. 

As in reaching this place, they were ob- 
liged to take a circuit througK a gallery: 
of a pretty large extent, they loft fome 
part of what had been faid, but arrived 
. timely enough to be witnefles of the 
main point, and to which all that had 
pafsM before could have been only tl>c 
prelude. 

« parried !' — they heaid Rodophil 
cry, with a voice Ibnorous enough to 
have been audible at a much greater 
diftance, — * death and -furies, — when^ 

* where, — to whom ! — You have no oc- 

* cafioh, — replied the lady, to put 

* yourfelf into this violent agitation, — • 

* I dare fay I may be eafily unmarried 

* again. 

* Confufion, rejoin'd Rodophil, ^- 
« what trifling is here ! married, — and 

* may be eafily unmarried again ; — ^ for 

* heaven's lake, madam, explain the mean- 

* ing of all this, if there be really any 

* meaning in what you fay ? 

* Hav^ a little patience,* — replied 
{Ke^ — '^ J will tell you every thing : — • 

* you 
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* you muft know, that captain La Val, 

* perfuaded me one day to go with him 

* to May-Fair Chapel, — where a man 

* in a black coat read fomething over to 
^ us, — * it was the marriage ceremoiiy I 

* think ; — for 'my part, I did notnihg 

* but laugh all the time, yet the creature 

* has ever fince taken it into his head to 
« imaoiae I am his wife. 



^o-' 



* Very Hkely, indeed, faid Rodophil 
fcornfuUy, — « and what foUow^d ?' — 

* Nay, what fignifies what followed, Cried 

* (he, the bufineis is to get this foolifh 
^ marriage diflblved ; which I think may 

* eafily be done, efpecially as there were 

* ho witnefles, ana we now heartily hate 
^ one another. — Were thefc always your 

* fentiments ? — demanded Rodophil •,— ^ 

* No, anfwer'd fhe, — he pretended a 

* furious pafllon for mq, and I lik*d him 
^ well enough, — but he is now as indif-^ 
^ fcrent as. moll other hufbands, and I 
** have nevej been able to endure him. fincc 

* I came acquainted with you ; :-r there^ 

* fore, my dear Rodophil, help jppe-tfi 
^ get quite^jrid of him* 

« As how pray ? — faid he : — - Oh, 

* I j;iaVe contrived the means, — anfwer'd 
f ihe, — ydu- n^yfl: fend hipi a.jchallengei 
** *I know he does not love fighting, tho' 

li? 
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< he has made two calnpaigns, and I be- 

< lieve will be glad tb relirlqiiKh me ra* 
« ther than come to tilt-work ; — ^ but if 
« he (hould venture, you Will certainly 
« have the better ; for I am told he docs 
« not underftand the fwbrd. * 

* I am highly obliged to you, madam» 

* reply*d he, with the extremeft difdain, 
« for the undertaking you would engage 

* me in ; — but really it is not my hu- 

* mour to rifque my own throat, or at- 

* tempt cutting that of another mah's^ 

* in the hope of becoming mafter of his 

* property ; and am fo far from envying 

* the good fortune of my rival, that | 

* wifli him all the happinefs a man cifuj 

* enjoy with a lady of your confummatc 

* virtue and difcretion. 

* Ungrateful creature, cried Ihe, burft- 

< iog into tears, is this the love yoi^ 

* have profefs*d for me, or a recompencc 

* for the proofs you have feceiv'd of 
« miriet — Oh, madarh,* — replied he. 
ftill more contemptuoufly, * you will find 

* I know hovd' to let ajuft value on fucli 

* love as yours, — the landau that brought 

* us IS. not yet returned, and is at your 
« fcrvice to condnft you to your hu(b*id's 

* arms, ox where-ever you think proper.^ 

On 
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On this 01C calf'd him monfter,— • vil- 
lain, and all the names, that rage and 
difappointment cc^uld fuggeft -, — but he, 
liule regarding what fhe faid, rung the 
bell for a fcrvant, tod order'd the landau 
fhould be immediatly brought. — Our 
fair eve-droppers thought this a proper 
cue for enterance, and came forth from 
their concealment : — * Sifter, faid Ro- 

* dophil, I leave you to tak^ care of this 
« lady, who feems a little diforder*d \ — 

* I am going out. 

Sophia, after her brother had left 
the room, began to fay fome civil things^ 
in order to moderate the diftraftion fhe 
appeared in •, but fhe anfwer'dnot a word 5 
and, as foon as the landau was at the 
gate, fiung herfelf into it without any 
farther ceremony : — ,but what efFeft her 
behaviour had on the mmds of thofe fhe 
left behind, the reader will prefently dif- 
coven 

CHAP. III. 

Is of fiill more importance than tbg, 
former. 

THOUGH Rodophil, as Sophia 
had told Jenny, was notpofIefs*d of 
Vol. I. C any 
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any real pai&on for this capricious lady, 
and had oeen inftigatcd. merely by the 
profpedt of advjttHage to make his ad- 
drefTet to hef , y^t was fee fo much cha- 
grined at being expofed, by her folly, to 
the ridicule of the n^ghbourhood, from 
the thought it could not be kept a fe- 
cret, that he went dirciftly to the houfe 
of an intimate friend, and would not be 
prevailed upon to return to his own for 
^ confiderable time. 

As for the two young ladies, the con^ 
fternation they were in at what they had 
feen and heard, is nqt to be defcrib*d ; — 
nothing but the conviftion of their own 
fcnfes, could have made either of them 
believe it poffiWe) that a perfon, fuch as 
hadjuft now left them, could have a^ed 
in the manner (he had done. 

The difcourfe they had together, after 
ihe was gone, was fuitable to the occa* 
fion. -^ ' I know, -^ faid Sophia, -^ that 

* there are feme men who have fo much 

* vanity and aflurance, that they will take 

* no denial, nor quit their pretenfions 

* without fome extraordinary method he 
•' taken to compel jthem to it ; biit I can 

* affure you this wfes not the cafe with 
*, my brother j--^ I hav^ very good rea- 

* fons to believe (he made him the firft 
^...a.ivnnces-, and ani certain, thgt if flie 
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* did not, Ihe at leaft highly encouraged 
♦his addrefies. 

^ That you may not diink, -^ coti« 

♦ tinued flie, -^ that I am exticed to 

♦ fpeak in this faifaion through the natu-^ 

♦ ral affedion to my brother, I will flieiT 

♦ you a letter, which he happening to 
^ drop, I took up, and never returned ; 

♦ becaufe I was unwilling to let hint 

♦ know I had fcen it.* 

In rpeaking thefe words ihe took a 
paper out of her pocket, and put into 
Jenny*s hands, which the young lady 
haftily opening found the contents as 
f<lllow : 

To ♦♦**♦*♦ Efq J 

** r have had a thoiiland lovers, but ne- 
<t L ver found one fo eafily rcpuls'd ; — 
** if you had lov*d me with half that 
•* violent paffibn you pretended, you 
** would have remember'd what the poet 
" makes Jupiter fay of our fex, 

I gave them but one tongue to formi 
denials. 

And two fine eyes to yield a kind com- 
pliance. 

C a « Mine 
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" Mine muft have been very unintei- 

*' ligible indeed, if they did not inform 

<« yott -that my heart was far from be- 

** ing difpleafed at the fine things you* 

*« faid to me •,— Were you then to take 

** it for granted, that I did not like you 

•* becaufe I told you fo, and gallop im- 

" mediately out of town, as if abfolute- 

*' ly defpairing ever to obtain me ? — 

** Faint-hearted creature ! — I pity your 

*« want of fpirit ; — a man of courage 

*« would have been more enflam'd by 

" refiftance^ and never given over till 

^* he had gaiiied his point. 

" I know this is going a great length, 

*« and may encourage you to boldneflfes, 

" which, perhaps, I fbould not be very 

•* ready to forgive 5 but I have faid it, 

** and do not think it worth while to 

.** fpoil another piece of paper with wri- 

/« ting to you in a different manner, fo 

*' you muft put what conftrudion you 

*' pleafe upon words : if you venture 

*' to town again upon the receipt of 

** this, it is poffible you will have no 

*' reafon to repent your journey 5 but I 

*' promife nothing further, than that it 

: <' depends entirely on yourfelf to continue 

** in the good graces of 

« * * * 

" P. S. 
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<* P. S. I have made an appointment 
'*. with fome ladies to go to Vaux- 
" Hall the day after to-morrow 5— . 
** they will have all their pretty fcl- 
** lows wi Ji them, and if you come 
'* time enough, I fhould chufe ra- 
*' thfrr that you fhould fquire me 
" thither than any other man of 
" my acquaintance. -—Adieu. 

« Upon this fummons, — faid Sophia, 

* — my brother went dircdly to London, 

* and you may fuppofe met with ro un* 

* kind reception from the lady, by whiitt 

* you have been witnefs of.* 

* Yes, my dear, — cried Jenny, — I 

* have^ indeed, been witnefs of much mere 

* than I could ever have imagined in 
' woman, much lefs in any one v/ho pre- 

* tends to the leaft fliare of honour or 
' reputation/ 

This adventure, it is certain, had made 
a very extraordinary impreffion on the 
mind of that young beauty, — ftie had 
a ftrong difcernment, and an uncommon 
quicknefs of apprehenfion, — Ihe hacj 
cafily difcover'd, that the lady they were 
fpeaking of, tho' vain and affefted to an 
cxcefs, wanted not wit, but judgment, 
C 3 and 
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and that the errors of her conduft, in re- 
gard to La Val' and Rodophil, were not 
owing fo much to her folly, as to the 
inconftancy of her nature. 

•Who can be affur'd, — faid fhe 
^ within herfelf, till experience convinces 

* them, that they themfelvcs may not be 

* guilty of the fame irregularity . of hu- 
< mour, tho* their prudence, and the fears 

* of cenfure may keep them from ex- 

* pofing the wcaknefsof their refolutionl 

* — We all of us are liable to change in 

* trifling matters, and frequently dcfpife 

* to-morrow what we lik*d to-day •, — I 

* fee no reafon, therefore, that we havcjta 

* depend on our own hearts in things of 
^ the greateft importan9e.* 

Jenny could not, in fpite of the gaiety 
of her temper, forbear falling into little 
refveries ot this nature, whenever fhe 
confider*d herfelf as entering into a ftate, 
from which there is no relief but the 
grave ; or, what to a woman^ of any deli- 
cacy, is yet worfe, — a divorcement. 

She could not keep herfelf from utter- 
ing fome part of her thoughts on this 
fubjeft to Sophia 5 < Inconftancy, replied 

* Ihe, is certainly a very great weak- 
f hefs i yet what fecurity can be given by 

« the 
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* the wifeft of us all, that wc never (hall 

* be guilty of it ? — it is an inypluntary 

* error-, the effeft of a fudden objeft, 
« that when we leaft think of it, flxikcs 

* upon the fenfes, — confounds the un- 

* derftanding, and leads the inclination 

* aftray, before people well know what 

* they are doing. 

* Since it is fo, — faid Jenny, — and 
^ may as well happen after marriage as 

* before, I think it is bcft not to marry at 

* all, as the confequences ot fuch an ac- 

* cident would then be terrible indeed. 

* Then you would chufe to avoid acer-. 

* tain good, ~ cried Sophia, laughing^ 

* — rather than run the rifque of falling 

* into an uncertain evil ? — but I do not 

* regard what you fay on this head, •— ' 

* we may talk: as we will, byt when it 

* comes to the point, we fhall dojuft as 

* nature prompts.* 

Thus did the odd event of Rodophil's 
courtftiip furnifli out both ferious and 
pleafant matter of converfation for thefe 
two ladies while they continued together j 

— but Jenny, who had, not intended her 
vifit Ihould be long, tcok her leave on 
the third day, and returned to London, 

— where a fecond difcovery fell in her 
way, which greatly corrobrated thofe fen- 

C 4 timients 
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timents which the firft had begun to infpir^ 
her with. 

There arc few milliners of more repu- 
tation in their way among the beau 
monde' than mrs. Frill; — Jenny had 
been her cuftomcr ever fince fhe had left 
her boarding-fchool, and happening now 
to go to her (hop for fome things flie 
wanted, found her behind the counter 
very bufy, and buftling among her fhelves 
and band-boxes, — a thing A^ery extra- 
ordinary with her, as fhe was pretty far 
advanced in years, — was infirm, and 
had always kept an extremely adroit 
fhop-maid, who was ufed to take the 
trouble of the moft part of the bufinefs 
off her hands. 

< Blefs me, ^ — cried Jenny, — 'tis 
« a kind of prodigy to fee you below 
« ftairs, — efpecially at this time in the 
' morning ; — pray where is mrs. Becky, 
< that you are obliged to fatigue your- 
' felf in this manner ? 

* Ah, mifs Jeffamy,' — replyed fhe, 
puffing and blowing like a pair of be!-- 
lows that has loft its wind, — ' Becky 
« has play'd the fool mih herfelf, — fhe 
' has kft me, and is gone into keeping. 
^ Into keeping,* — cried Jenny! — * I 

' fhould 
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' fhould never have fufpefted it; ■— I 
' thought mrs. Becky had been defended 

* by the plainnefs of her perfon as well 

* as by her virtue, from all attacks of 

* that nature: — but pray who is the 

* man ? — -I was of your opinion, — 

* faid mrs. Frill, — but fir J — **♦ has 

* found charms in her, and fhe in him ; 

* — he has taken fine lodgings for her, 

* ^d they are almoft always together.* 

She Had no fboner mentioned the name 
of fir J:^ — ***, than Jenny burft into ex- 
clamations; — fhe knew very well that 
he had loved, to the moft romantic height 
the lady who was now his wife ; — that 
he had not been marry'd to her more 
months than it had coft him years ol 
courtfhip to obtain her; — that flie wa 
a perfon whofe beauty, — accomplifli 
ments, — virtue and good nature ren 
dered her every way deferving of all th 
affeftion he had profefs'd for her ; — ar 
now to hear he had fo early falfify'd \ 
vows, feemM a thing fo ftrange, — 
incredible, that fhe could fcarce belie 
her ears, or that mrs. Frill was not m 
taken in what fhe faid; — fhe afkedo^ 
and over if (he was fure the thing v 
true, and defir'd her to repeat all 
particulars fhe knew concerning this f 
C 5 prlf 
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prUing affair j — to which tKe other com- 
ply*d in thefeternu: 

* You muft knpw, madam, faid Ihe^ 

* that I had a very curious French capu-» 

* chin, -— never was there a greater beau- 

* ty of its kind, — it was wrought by a 

* nun of quality to be difoofed of for 

* the beneht of the poor ; Icarce a flower 

* that grows but waa rcprefcnted in their 

* proper colours, intermixed with gold 

* and filver j — I fhew'd it to fuch of 

* my cuftomers as I thought moft likely 

* to be the purchafers, — they ^1 ad- 

* mired it, but did not care to give the 

* price, tho' nothing ever was to cheap j 

* for I afked no more than fifty guineas ^ 

* — but the truth is, moft of them had 

* loft a great deal of tiieir money at play^ 
< and you know, madam, that makes ill 

* for us trades-people. — I had kept it 

* above a week, and fearing it would be 

* blow/d upon, propofed a raffle, and 

* got ten ladies to lubfcribe five guineas 

* a-piece i but when the day came ap- 

* pointed to decide to whofe lot the prize 
« mould fall, one of them fent me word 

* file had changed her mind» and could 
f not come. 

• This a little vcx*d me, — • continued 
il ihe i "*-but rather than lofe all, was de- 

^ termined 
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* termined to make up the deficiency my- 

* felf, when luckily this very fir J — *** 
^ ftept in ; — as he was a married man> 
^ I ventured to aik him if he wouki not 

* try his fortxme for a prefent to his lady i. 
^ — he readily agreed^ and in fine won 

* it; — I offerM to fend it home, but he 

* told me I need not give myfelf that 

* trouble, for his man mould cali for it 

* the next day, which Becky told me 

* he did ; but you will fiiid by the fequel 
^ that he intended no fuch dung. 

^ AbcMit a week after, as near as I can 
« remember^ went fhe on, — this au- 

* dacious young hufJy pretended to. go 
« on a viut to a relation, but came not 

* home the whole nijght \ which very 
^ much furprifed me, and as Ihe never 

* had been guilty of the like before, made 
« me fear fome accident had befallen her i 
« but the next morning 1 received a let- 

* ter from her> which I will read to you.* 

In fpeaking thefe words^ ihe took a 
paper out of her pocket, and read thefe 
lines : 

To Mrs* Frill. 

•« Madam^ 
•* \ beg your pardcm for quitting your 
•"' A fcrvice in fo clandefline a manner ;.' 
G 6 <t but 
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" but I had an ofifer which I did not 
think proper to refufe -, — I have a 
quarter's wages in your hands, and that^ 
I hope, will make amends for my go- 
ing without warning : — pray be fo 

*• good to fend my box by the bearer. — 

*' I am, 

" Madam, 

" your humble fervant, 
*' to command, 

" Rebecca Trip. 

* I was very much amaz'd, as you may 
« eafily believe, — refumed Ihe, — at 
« the impertinence of the creature in 

* writing to me in this manner*, how- 

* ever, had prefence of mind enough to 

* afk the porter from whence he brought 

* the letter^ and he readily told me fronu 

* one madam Trip, in South- Audley- 

* Street; — on which I prefently guefs'd 

* her fituation, though not the perfon 

* who Had occafioned this change in it. 

« But I continued not long in this 

* fufpence, — purfued ihe, — one of 
< the ladies, who had been fo unfortu- 

* Rate to lofe her five pieces at the raffle, 

* told me file had met her in the mall, 

« drefs^d 
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* drefs*din 3 very rich brocade fhort fack 

* and petticoat, and that very capuchin 
^~ fir J — **^ had won^ and I foon after 

* heard, by one who is acquainted with 
^ the perfon at whofe houfe fhe lodges, 

* that ihe paffes there for a relation of 

* that gentleman's, and that he vifits her 

* every day/ 

Mrs. Frill had juft finifli'd this little 
fiarrative when a lady came into her fhop, 
— after the ufual compliment, — ' I have 

* been juft giving, — faid mrs. Frill to 

* her, ■*— this young lady an account of 

* the change of Becky's circumftances ; 

* and I affure your ladyfhip have had much 
« ado to make her believe the veracity 

* of it. — I am fenfibki — reply'd Jen* 
« ny, — that things of tlais nature too 

* frequently happen ^ — but I confefs, 

* that to find a man who loved to that 

* degree fir J — *** has done, Ihould 
« aft in fuch. a manner is very aftonilh- 

* ing to me. 

* For my part, — feid the lady, — I 
« fee nothing aftonifhing in it, except 

* his want of taftc, -~ for as to his keep- 
ing a miftrefs* it could not be expefted 
to be otherwife ; that woman is a fool 
who thinks to keep a pretty fellow to 
herfelf in a town like this ; — 'tis true^ 

' his 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



C 



38 rbe HISTORY of 

« his wife is a very fine woman, — bqt 

< he has had her, and variety has its 

* charms for us all. ' 

^ In fome things it may» madam^ — >- 

* anfwer*d Jenny, — yet I cannot help 
« thinking that inconftancy, either in 

* man or woman, argues a very weak 

* mind. — Lord» mifs, you talk like one 
« that knows nothing of the world; — 

* cry'd the other, — I have been married 

* thefe three years, and am wife by expe^- 
^ rience-, — it is not in nature for two 

* perfons always to be pleafing to each 

* other ; — but if you will not take my 

* word for it, I hope you will believe Cow- 

* ley, who was certainly as great a judges 

* of love as even Ovid himfelf^ 

The world's a icene of changes^ atid to 

be 
Conftant in nature were inconftancy ^ 
For 'twere to break the laws herielf 

has made*. 
Our fubftances themfelves do fleet and 

fade : 
The moft fix'd being ftill docs move 

and fly, 
Swift as the wings of time *tis jneafur'd 
• by : 

To 
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* To imagine then that lave fhould ne* 
ver ceafe. 
Love, whicfe is but the ornament of 

thefe. 
Were quite' as fenfelcfi a* to wonder 

why 
' Beauty and colour ftay not when we 
die. 

Not this^ authority, nor ail the argu- 
ments the lady could bring, who poffibly 
was herfclf a proof of what fhfe urg*d» 
could make Jenny recede from her opi- 
nion> or give up the point, the dif- 
pute between them Continued till other 
company coming in put an end to it. 

Though, by the whole deportment of 
Jenny, there fccm*d to be but little fhare 
of earth in her compofition, yet had ihe 
her ferious moments i — what Ihe had 
feen at the houfe of Rodophil, and been 
told of at mrs. FrilUs, came often into 
her mind 1 and fhe began- tt> fear, from 
thefe two inftances, that inconftancy was 
a frailty to which human nature was but 
too liable, and the refleftions (he made 
upon it had no fmall influence on her fu- 
ture condudk towards Jemmy, to whom 
it is now high time we fhould. return. 

Jhap. 
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C H. A R IV. 

Wi/I probably occafion various- conjee^ 
tures on ivbat is to c&me. 

A Very fmall Ihare of experience and 
obfervation may ferve to inform us, 
that there is no paffion of the foul which 
more eafily \?ears olF , than that of grief 
for the death of friends ; and indeed it 
is highly reafonable that it fhould be fo, 
— religion obliges us to a perfect refig- 
nation to the decrees of providence j -— 
philofophy teaches us that it is weak and 
unbecoming the dignity of our fpeeies 
to bewail woes, which in their very na- 
ture are irredeemable •, — and the la^ws 
of fociety forbid us to indulge any emo- 
tions that might enervate our abilities, . 
and render us lefs ufeful to the commu* 
uity, : 

Whether any arguments, drawn from 
the above confi derations, could claim 
a part in enabling Jemmy to recover his 
former vivacity, I will not take upon mp 
to determine \ but, certain it is, that in a 

very 
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very fliort time nothing of the moumerf 
except the habit, was to be (etn about 
him. 

It would have been f mewhat ftrange, 
indeed, if a gentleman, not yet quite one 
and twenty, poflefsM of a very plentiful 
eftate, and mailer of accomplilhmcnts to 
recommend him to the beft company, 
fhould have had any leifure for melan- 
choly refleftions in a town like I^ndon, 
fo abounding with every thing that can 
ent:rtain and raife plealing fenfations in 
a youthful heart. 

In the midft of all the various amufe- 
ments he gave into, his dear Jenny, how- 
ever, was not forgot, — fcarce a day paft 
over without his vifiting her once, if not 
more, in fome one part of icj -— they be- 
haved to each other in the fame falhion 
they had always been accuftom'd to do, 
— quite open and free, without the lead: 
breach of innocence or modefty 5 — kind 
without any mixture of diflimulation, and 
obliging without taking any pains to be 
lo. 

Scarce are there any where to be found 
two pcribns whofe difpofitions ib exadly 
tally'dj — both of them were gay and vo- 
latile almoft to an excels, — both lovM 

the 
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the pleafurcs of the town, yet never pur- 
fued them fo far as to tranfgrefs the 
bounds of ftrift virtue in the one, nor 
honour in the other ; — both had an 
affluence of wit, and a great talent for 
ridicule ; and both had too much good 
nature and gcnerofity to extend tt^at pro- 
pcnfity to the prejudice of any one : — in 
fine, they were what the pOet fays. 

In all fo much alike, each heart 
Seem'd but the others counter part. 

To the foregoing charafter of thcnit 
might alfo have been added, that neither 
of them were poflefs'd of any ftrong paf- 
fions J and though the afFeftion they had 
for each other was truly tender and fin- 
cere, yet neither of them felt thofe im- 
patiencics, — thofe anxieties, — thofe 
tranfporting hopes, — thofe diftrafting 
fears, — thofe caufelefs jealoufies, or any 
of thofe thoufand rcftlcfs fenfations that 
ufually perplex a mind devoted to an 
amorouF flame ; — they were happy when 
they met, but not uncafy when they 
parted; — he was not in the leaft alarm'd 
on finding (he was frequently vifited by 
fome of the fineft gentlemen in town ; nor 
was Ihe at all difconcerted when Ihe was 

told 
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told he was v^rcU received byladies^ of the 
moft diftinguifh*d charafters. 

I am well aware, that many of my rea- 
ders will be apt to fay, — people who 
could think and aft in the manner I have 
defcribM, either had no charms for each 
other, or feem'd incapable of loving at 
all; — and I am rcfady to confefs, tliat 
according to the received notions of love, 
there was a feeming inconfiftency in this 
conduct, and had more the appearance of 
a cold indifference than the warm glow 
of mutual inclinations. 

Yet tliat they did love each other is 
moft certain, as will hereafter be demon- 
ftrated by proofs much more unqueftion- 
able than all thofc extravagancies ;— 
thofe raging flights commonly ; looked 
upon as infalhble tokens of tli^ pafllon, 
but which, how fierce foevcr the firesi 
they fpring'from njay burn for a whiie^ 
we fee frequently extinguifli of them- 
felves, and leave nothing but the fmokc 
behind. 

All the formalities of a firft andfecond 
mourning for th« dead being over, every 
one now cxpefted they Ihould foon fee 
the completion of a marriage they knew 
had been fo long intended i — Jemmy alfo 

had 
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had fome thoughts of it himfelf, and be- 
gan to con'.idcr on fuch things as were 
proper to be done previiius to the folcm- 
nity. 

On looking over his father's papers 
he had found marriage articles between 
him and Jenny, with a deed of fettl^nent 
on hsr by way of dower, which the • old 
gentleman had caufed to be drawn up 
fome time before his death; — thefe writ- 
ings he now put into his pocket and 
carried them to her, in order for her ap- 
probation. 

* What are thefe ? cry'd ihe, when hft 

* prefented her with tht packet : — They 

* are what concern you as nearly as my- 

* felf, — replied he, — therefore, I 

* would have you examine the contents 

* at fome leifure hour, and let me know 

* if you think there is any thing in them 

* that requires alteration or. amendment. 

' They ought to be things of great 

* confequence, indeed, by their bulk/ — 
[ faid Ihe fmiling, and beginning to unfold 

the parchment, — ' You know,' — ^ re- 

^ fumed he with the fame gay air, — ' for 

' what we are defign'd by bo^h our fa- 

* thers ; — and I fuj-ipofe mine, as being 
V * your guardian alfo, thought himfelf .the 
'" ' m ./ft 
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' nioft proper perfon to decide the terms 

* on which we fhould come together. 

* I have no rcafofi, — anfwered flic, — 

* to fufpeft either his juftice or good 
« will towards me; — however, I wiJl 
' take the firft opportunity offering what 

* he has done for me on this fcore ;' — 
in fpeaking this ftie locked the writings 
he had brought in an efcrutore that was 
plac'd juft behind her -, — then turning 
haftily to him, — ' but, my dear Jemmy, 

* — continued flie, — you muft excufe 

* me for this evening 5 -^ you muft know 
' I have promifed fome company to go to 

* Ranelagh, and I believe they are alrea- 
' dy beginning to expeft me. — It hap- 

* pens very luckily, — faid he, — for 
' there are three or four young fellows 

* of us, who have promiftjd to give fome 

* ladies the mufic on theii iver to night, 

* — and I could not hav| ftay*d above 
*. three minutes longer with'^ou ; for they 

* depend upon* me to fee the hands aU 
« ready, — fo, my dear Jenny, I, will not 
' detain you^; — farewel. — Farewel 

* Jfemmy,' rejoined ftie, — and With thefe 
words both ran down ftairs together; — 
he went into one chair and flie into ano- 
ther, to fulfil their feveral engagements. 

.. .The 
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The next day they faw each other again, 
as ufual, — alter fome little chit chat on 
ordinary affairs, he aiked her if (he had 
found time to look over the writings he 
had brought the day before; — ' Yes,' — 
anfwer'd (he, ' I hreakfafted on them 
' this morning i — * Well,* — cried^he, — 

* what objeftions have you to make ? — 
^ None at all,' — n^ply'd (he, — * I rather 

* think your father has made a better 

* provifion for me than my own would 

* have defired or expefted. 

« Then I fuppofe there is nothing left 

* for us to do, — (aid he, — but (ign 

* and feal, and go together before a par- 

* fon. — Some people may fay fo,' -^ re- 
« ply'd (he ; — but for my part I am of 

* a quite different opinion, and think 

* there is a great deal for us both to do 

* before we come to the words, — to 

* have and to hold. 

♦ I eafily comprehend what you would 

* be at, — - refumcd he laughing ; — new 

* cloaths for ourfelves and (ervants, -— 
^ fome addition to the equipage, — a 

* more fafhionable chariot,-— another pair 

* of horfes perhaps. Hold, — hold,* — 
cried (he interrupting . him, — * I iiave 

* no fuch ftufF in my thoughts, I do a(rurc 

* you i 
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* you \ -— what I mean is infinitely more 

* material than all you have mentionM -, 

* — and that is, — the being certain 

* within ourfelves of never repenting the 

* engagements we are about to enter 

* into. 

* Repenting, — faid he, — there is 

* no danger of that I believe ; — I will 
^ promife you to make as good a huf- 

* band as I can, — and I am fure you 

* will make a good wife.* -j- * That is all 

* as chance direds, — anfwer'd (he, — 

« we may think perfedly well at one * 

* time, and aft. very ill at another T^n 

* fine, my dear Jemmy, — continued 

* (he, ' — I think we ought to know a 

* little more of the world and of our-' 

* felves before we enter into feriousma- 
*.trimony. 

* Why faith, Jenny, — anfwer*d he, 
« — I cannot help faying but that you 

* are in the right ; — I Ihould not much 

* like, methinks, to be quite fo foon the 

* father of a family. — ^And I (hould hate 

* to be called mamma, — rejoin'd fhe, 

* — before I arrive at an age to write 
' myfelf woman. 

* I -wonder, — purfued Hie, — how 

* people can refolve to cut themfelves off 

* from 
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from all the pleafures of life, juft as 
they are beginning to have a relilh for 
riiem ;— how (honld I regret being 
confined at home by my domeftic af- 
fairs, while others of my fex and age 
were flaunting in the mall, or making 
one at the rout of a woman of quality ? 
— and how would it mortify you to 
hear the ladies cry difdainfully, Jemmy' 
Jeffamy is a very pretty fellow -, — but 
he is married, — and then tofs up their 
heads, and in contempt of you turn 
the doux yeux on the next man in com- 
pany, though perhaps he happens to be 
one of the mofl: infignificant fops that 
the follies of the times ever faftiioned, 
and without any one merit to recom- 
mend him but mereh his having no 
wife ?' 



Jenny, who had always fomewhat ami- 
ably ftriking in her eyes and tone of 
of voice, appeared at this inftant fo pir^ 
ticularly brilliant, that Jemmy could not 
forbear catching her in his arms with the 
utmoft rapture, — crying at tlie fame 
time, — * I ihall little regard the contempt 

• of all the women in the world, while 

• bleft with the kindncfs of my deaf, — 

• dear Jenny. 

* And 
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« And I think too/ — reply'd fhc, re- 
turning his embrace, and loolung on him 
with a moft enchanting fdtncfs, — « that 
I could forgo all other joys of life for 
thofe of my dear Jemmy's lore -, yet 
after all, — • continued fhe, — we may 
both of us be deceived in our owa 
hearts ^ — * I have heard the wife fay, 
that nothimg is i^ difEcult to acquire 
as the true knowledge ef ourfcJves, — 
and who can tell what time and acci- 
dents may produce !* 

Here Josamy was beginnii^ to make 
the hkA fervent .proteftations, that it 
was fK)t ki the power of fate itfelf to 00^ 
cafi(m the leaft alteration in his prefent 
fentiments on her account ;— and Jennyi 
was Iialf perfuaded, by what flie fdt ia 
her own brcafi:, that ao ^e<5lion, gixmnd- 
ed and habitual as theirs had been, was 
incapable of varying on either fide ; — ^ 
A) that, if ^his lencfcef converfation had 
continued but a very little longer, it i& 
highly probable they had agreed to put 
the finifliing ftroke to the work, their pa- 
rents had kbour'd for, by an immediate 
marriage^ 

Of this, liQwever* there can be no. poi 

IStiyeaflurance, as it was broke off by 

' Voi^ !• D fome 
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fom« cotx^any cpming in j — but whether 
fortujvit^iiy orutttpftuiuteiv for ttejoVers^ 
this interruption happened in fo critical 
a inoQKPty. tbc^rcadp^, if he Iw patience 
to, wait, will in tlve fequcl of tlusiiiilQry 
be informed. 
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h fomtwhat more JsxfUcit^ than the 
Jormer. 

THE perfens who had &uprifed ou^ 
lowers tn the midft^ oftheMoftin* 
terefting difcoiKfe th<^ ever y^ bsul en* 
4iertain*d each other with, wore cw^ j^Diing 
ladks of Jenny's intimtiie acqnaiManCe s 
^i— dicy had been driven out of the park 
by a (hower of rain, and could not go 
hoQie wititiout calling on her, to^commu- 
weaie foAi^thing which they fhought 
would be equally divtrting to^ her as it 
had been to themfelves. 

Oft feeing- Jemmy with her, — * Wc 
•.have catch^d you alofoc together^ faid 

* one of them, and it is happy .for you 

• that you have been fo, as nothing but 
« the pleafure of cacfe other's company, 

s ^ could 
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^'cflruld have aftoned for i^rKat you have 
' Ibft'by not being in tkc-mail tthnig^t. 

• As hpw'prayf— ^dtmah^e^ffie^w- 
« Lady Filk, — ^rdTumcd the othet,-— Oh^ 
' fuch fleering, — fuch pointing. ^-^ &ch 

* an univerfal titter as foon as eyer Ihc * 

* appcjwM !*-Lady Filk,r-*cried Jemmy,, 

* interrupting her, —*I am sfi^aid, madattij 
« your intelligence is ftale, — that lady 

* has play*d over all h«r tricks long^go^ 
^ and can do nothing new for us ta 

* hggh at. 

* You arc quite mifb^eni lafihrt you^ 

* lIl£(rer^d (he; --*- (he hds now, as Colly 
S Ikyt, outdone all her ufual outdoii^i^ 
^ as you wiU be obliged to confefs when 

* yoa hart heard the ftoj'y. * 

^ What» cried hCf *— c^ any thing 

* go beyond her adventure in Covent- 

* Gard^, — where flie went in men'^ 

* cloaths, — * pick*d up a woifian of the 

* town, and was feverely beaten by her 

* on the difcovery of her fex ? 

« Or what happened to her at Bar- 
, t^oiomew-Fair, — faid Jenny, — •where 

* ^ being a litUe too pert with fome young 
' apprentices, who had attacked her. as a 

* lady of pleafure, a riot enfued^ and Ihe 

\ D z * was 
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was glad to produce her feal i^itli the 
coat of arms iipon it, ^nd aJa^er flie 
had recehned that day from h^' krd,' 
to prevoBt being lodg'd that night in 
the watch-houfe, and carried before the 
fitting alderman next morning* 

* Nettlttr of thefc cicploits,* — reply'd 
the lady that had fpoke firft,*^coil]e^ 
up to what wc harp to tell you^ or gave 
hei. half the mortification % --^'it would 
be the firft ftory in the worid If one 
could but find out the beginning ; — 
but the misfortune is« that nothing but 
the cattftrophe as yet is conne to li^t. 

« It is but half a ftory then, V beft, 
faid Jemmy laughing \ -^ hut let us 
hear it however. — I ihould not have 
kept you fo long in fulpence my dear, . 
if this thing here, — cried fhe, giving 
Jemmy a flap on the fhoulder wkh bei* 
Bm, — had not interrupted me % — you 
muft know, that fome night laft week* 
lord and lady fifk had a moft tenible 
quarrel, — they were juft going into 
bed, — fhe was undrefsM all but her' 
under petticoat ;•—• what (he faid or 
did to provoke him to fuch wrath Hea-* 
ven knows % but he pufhM her out of 
. the chamber, -*^ drove her down flairs, 

• and 
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^ apd inithat conditio^ tum'd her into 
Vrtb^ ftfeit, (sharing the porter not to 
^ . 0^xk the door on : an; aodoimc^ 

* Never was the pfide and fpirit of 

* any lady fo humbled as her*s, — con- 
^tiniied this talkative lady j—^ter find- 
^ iiig that' knocking and calling loud was 
«-tp no efffid,^ (he condefcended to put 
♦.her mouth clofc to the key-hole of the 
^ door, and befcech the porter, in the 

* ttioft fubmifflve terms, to let her in, 

* thou^ it were no farther than the. hall; 

* while her rcmorfclefs lord loaked 

* through the window, and inluking her 
f diflbrefs, told her it was a fine night, 

* »nd that it was good for her ladylhip's 

* hcaldi tb be thus alfrefco/ 

^ After having had his £U of laughter 
*^at the mUcrable plight to which fte 

* was reduced, he cocfented to her jMd- 
« mittince \ -— fhe was no Iboner withiij 

* the doors than ihe flew up ftairs •, — ^ 
^ tibc difpute between them was renewe4 

* with almoft the fame vehemence as be- 

* fore ; — he loaded her with .a thoufand 
A foul names; ..^Ihe, in return, called hinqi 
^ toad, — i devil, and every thing her 

* paflion could fuggeft ; -r- t^U hating 

* both railM themfelves out of breath, 

D 3 *-they 
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• f3%tf agreed to go into bed togttlier. 

* ill order to finifli the quarreU ^ ; ^ 

* • . . •» 

' ^ Butnowcomcs the jcfti— went file 

on, iN^ How long ^ tttnc ^9 jroa thjuUc 

it took up to compofe thi$ diflference f 

why no lefs than three whole days 

and nights fucQcffively^du^iagaU which 

l^ce the chamber door ^ was never 

opened^ but to taki in fmmc refreibr 

ment, which was pliaced .for tfeem in 

the next room : this evening waai the 

firft of their appearance fince their rcr* 

furreftion from the iepulchre of down i . 

myjord- received fucH.congratuUtiQn* 

upon it as made him glad to quit i^c 

park 'i but her kdyf^iip, hj^ving Cam^r- 

what more aiRirance, ftay*d till the 

change of weather obliged her, as weU 

Its ourielvess to take ihditer m Pur 

cburs. - .. i 

• I cannot help confeflingt — ^ &id 
Jemmy, but tl^t there w fomewbat 
pretty extraordinary in this affair^ and 
alfo that one of them has a greater 
{hare of complaifance than 1 fufpeded \ 
fince it is plain that which ever of them 
was in fauh the other did equsJ jpenancer* 

'•A good deal of j^afantry pafled on 
this adventure, during the whole time the 

ladies 
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ladi^ ftayed) which' indeed wat iioc nry 
long -, — they had httt opened d»lr pac* 
quet, and were upon the wing to carry 
ir td thofe tjther of their acquaintance to 
wli^ni'ifhey thought it wight H equally 
new and agreeable* 

' The lad£e& bad no Iboner taken their 
Je^^e, thart* J^nny began to anifnadvert, 
wiih nfore wength <4^ Deafen tban^oould 
bave been expelled from- a peribn of her 
years,' on; the ridiculous faft they had 
beifti rrfatferg; — « You hear, Jcnjmy 
faid ihc, what unaccountable thin^ 
mari^ied |>0ople at-e fometimes guilty 
of v^^ir^ead of living together in ft 
mutual harmony^ it feetns methiiiks as 
if they took a kind of pleafure in ina« 
king eacA other wfietcfed \ — and fure 
they muft do tc^^ or jhey would not 
thus expofe themfelves -to the cgntempt 
of the world, and become the jeft even 
of their own iervants, who mu^ necef- 
^Mrily be the 6rA witoeiTes of tboir folly. 

* We ought not, however, replied h^ 
to lay on marri^e the blame of all 
thofe prepofterous things we fee aded 
in that^i^te, by perfbn& we have ()eeii 
fpeaking of; -^ becaufe long beioae 
their enteratKc into it, both of Vsaxi be- 
haved in fuch a manner as to (Eew 
D 4 * they 
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* they were wholly goyem'd by caprice, 
^ and not by that farcical paflion whicft 

* many people arepdffeSed of; ih a irxor? 

* or lefs degree, for making a great noifc, 
^ and b^irig talked of in tte world, the* 
« it is only for foibles, which one would 

* think they fliould rather labour to con- 

* ceal. 

* But. I muft own, continued he, that 
« I have fometimes been very much fur* 

* priied at the little concord I have ob- 

* lerved bietween perfons whofe principles'; 

* humours, and behaviour, in the gener.?!,* 

* w6uld make one imagine Aem equally 
« qualified to give each other perfcft hap- 

* pincfsi' '/ * / ' • 

•' * What you fay is extremely juft, cried 

* Jenny, and I have often had - occaOon 

* to make tTie fame reflections j -— it fol- 

* lows then, that every one before they 

* engage in marriage Ihould be well ver«'d 
•*. in all thofe things, whatever they are, 

* which conftitute the happinefs of it ; — ^ 

* this town is an ample fchool, and both 

* of us have acquaintance enough in it to 

« learn, from the miftakes of others, bow 

'* to .regulate our own conduftand paf- 

'^ fions^ fo as not to be laughed at our- 

f fdvcs for what we laugh at in them. 

< Spoke 
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V Sppkf like ^ philoipp^^$9 Fcgpioc^ 
Jemmy, ;;ahd up^ ft:coi)f4, thwght? J? 
agre^ with yoU| tj>at as every jK^bi^g is* 
rea4y for ii?f and we can marry whea 
we will^ it will be beft for us biotfa to 
Hay .till we have got Ibme farther lights 
into the myfterious duties of the cpnju* 
gal union/ 

Jenny, who, as yet had not the Jeaft 
, itjclination to enter into the ferious road 
of matrimony, and would have been 
equally loath to have appeared tt>o re^ 
fradory, Jf he had infifted on the per* 
formance of the covenant made between 
their fathers, was quite traniported to 
find his fentiments io conformable to her 
own on this head i but forbore tefltif3dng 
all the ^tisfaftiort ihe^felfy for iea-. ctf 
. iftpi.afiigg him ca^ inquelhon the Ibcerity 
j£ her affcftipa fgr lum. • . ^ . ;, 

[ She only told him, that fiicwas^ -cer- 
tain it would be for their mutual intereft 
to do as he- had mentioned"; — on which 
he j^rfucd his diHourfe ia thefc tfrms : 

« But, my dear Jenny, faid he, as fearitj- 

* ing will not come of itlel^* and w^ 

• fhpuld be equally perfefl: in the differ 
/* ijejit paifif we are to, adl tc^'ethcr herct- 
xd-ftfes* ii'faptxjle" wefhojal^; rdflve..;^ 
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* Cohririuiiteatt t6 carfi otW all the <fi!^ 
^ c*vericswe'«e-iabfc tditiafc^iiml6ng^Sie 

* feveral famiiics that cither of us con- 
« verfe wttfa^, and aUb afff rii^ confidence^ 
« which arc repofed in us j — by this 
^ means I fhall bo ace^oaihted' Mrith all 
^ the hufnami af yaw n«» and yoif no 
> Uranger to tfaofcjof !iniivs ; '^. dbat^ner* 
^ thorofusvill be^ata lofa taJMaurwieh 
f the fdbleS' wfatcH nature jor cuftom 
^ may havi impiaiited \a the. Other $ be- 
^ fides, added nc» this is jqq itton: ths»i 
"* pfaffifing bdsre-haiid one of. th^fe 

* poiiits^^idi* as I take if, J$ *eiry tflen- 
4 tiai to the hapfonefs of botir a Inisband 

* and- a-wife, — * which :is tbe hiring no 
-* TOcrre/ ^ 

• * I am* cKarmM widi your projeft, an* 

* <weW-^&cttnrt then tacK of us muft 
< be/uie ,to prefcrve an ,iaviold>le it- 

* crecy in what has Been iniparted by the 
^ ofther, which is another main efl^tiil 

* towards txinjugaj fcficity.* 

Jemmy ha^rttig affured her/'thiait what- 
ever , £b£ f^adi to hii9 on this: account 
ftoutd be no more than tilfcing'to her 
^n heaxt, th^ wert beginning m divert 
tlicmfelves witn die idea of ^e many 
•#KWnIica! phages they ^ihouM hlive^ fo 
"^cifie to - fk^ Other, "whca a feotmioi 
-*i-- brought 

Digitized'by CjOOQIC 



Jmmux and Ji^^X Jft^^A»9r. Ji 

bffWg^? ^ J ^^^^ »' Jwfiy^ -^ the coa* 



^^. T$^ tills dRi& f oQ >c fafimr imd dii^ 
'i^ AiciiigHfecdv'Iii^cter mffclf ytM will 
i^^ i mvanmbitdf' comply wiA the rcqueft 
'^ fe conodns^} --^I iam now silone, mid 

♦^ ift ^ 41 fitwtioR • trhidi requkes both 
:^ tonfofetfem and adYicej neithar df 
:*^ whidi l^carn hojie &r morc«fl5rftuairv 

Tf::tkmit(mi the fiiendfb^ ^idi ^rfaieh 
J'^ youfavotirme $— I wduld have wait- 
o^ pi^^m f^Ur bat 9m pgcfctttjcd 

*^ fens which yoQ wiQ be ix> ftran^ to 

^* OR feeing me. Iain, 

^ J^ : ^^'mv dear mifs Jess amy, > 
ii: /- ' *• yoors, %c 

« E. MaRL011»; 

: ^> jPf : S» -}f I am .i»ihaiipily di^pri vcd of 
S* ]!«»• fioihpany W?jight,I beg you 
i ^ ^ wiU noc laU cowing as early as 
^ fiQifible id the.momiQg) for I am 
^^ all knpatienci to Jet you into the 
;•< liiftory ci roy misfortunes." 

'I A I '/. D 6 ' • See 
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. # - ' 

* Sec hwc^r— fittd; Cbe^.^riAft^l^ 
letter to Jemmy, —•* fortune already is 

< likely to poeienti qie ivfitk fomething 

< that may be worth your knowledge; — 

< the lady who writes^ in dUf ^n^niae? 
f has lipnour ai^ y^rtu^i r^ihe ha; been 
f but four moi]iths married to ^ gentle- 
^ man whom ihe preferred to a great 
^ number of other admirers, and who 
f feems paflionately fond of bar ; **-^yfQ 
* will not wonder that I ain,in af .much 
.^.ha^fte to hear jthe p^cafion of )>er i^mi^ 
^^plai^t^'jW &ei3. toft^^^ :/ / 

.. She then ordered a c;hair .to f,b# dpor» 
jand calling for her gloves and capuchin, 
burrie4 them on , while he wi^ re^diog ; 
the motive which qarryM her^away was 
ts^ agre^le for him to. oSkr to At^i 
her i^ and they mrtcd witliput farther, cc* 
remony than alcils, add gboa night. 
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JeM^iv tf«/ Jenmy Jessamy. 6i 

e H A p. ri '■ \ 

Cdntarns f9ffie things well worthy ofhe- 
' \ing ferithljly attended to^ %y thofe 
''" ejpedatty for npbofe fervice tbeyt are 
, .cbtgly tnjerted^ 

TUOUCH* Jenny had not doubt; 
• ed, by the lady*s letter, bqr that 
fiMhietbihg very extraordinary and per- 
plexing had happened t6 her, yet (he was 
far from expeding to find her in the 
cWrflriori file now did. 

1%irt' halFdiftrafted fair one was lying 

Extended- on a couch, ^^-^ her hair loole 

^ Afid ' haaginjg in ^Id diforder over her 

' fade,^*-^ her Icvfcly eyes ^ poiiring forth, 

tears,-i^dl her features diftorted/ with ex- 

' ccfs of paflfioh, and every lymptom of 

* defpair, grief, and rage about h^r. 

— Jenny was quite frighted; and incifeecl, 

* "#hathat had beheld her. in this manlier, 
"birt -muft have thought the moft terrible 

accident imaginable had ' befallen' 'her f 
•^ Ah, my dear mife Jeflamy,. f^d fhe, 

^ -'^iS'foori as ihfe fi^'hcr cHter iitJw cWi- 
\ tat)lt' h thls^ VlfifWrAc!' mdft iiliabrie, 

1. .3 * forlorn 
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' k>riorn, and nuferabk woman vpon 
/ earth!. . : • . , /..:, . 

• Blefs mej -p- cri^d J-enfty, feaing 

« hcrfelf near her, -^ what can have pc- 

/ cafiofied this fudden chaagp in ycnr 

* late happy condition ? — Oh, I will 

* tell you all, rcplyed the othleri, b^t 
« when you fhall hear how I have been 

* tr^tea by my ungrateful, — my per- 
« fidious husband) you will Ibrfwear x^^x^ 
^ riage, and curfe the whole race of f;^ 
^ diflembling mw* 

V J . fcnt for youj ~ continued ihc^ . ;r— 

* to make you the confidante of ib^^ jps- 
< ientment, as you have always bee^ of 

* my love j for this unworthy mai^s.xWhQm 

* from my flav? ia now become mjf. ^ 
.« rant ^ and, inftead of iludying.how iio 

Vpieaie me, has the infolence tOiatfemft 

* making me fubl^rviexi.t to biswijlri^b^ 
^ to contradid me even in things wh^t 

* every woman has a ri^t to ruk^ tr- 
' * Could you ever have believed it, my 

f dear mife Jfflamy, r-r v^^t flift .^, ~. 

* the. vainf . creatjijrp jimjiancs I j^i^^lw^ 

* enough for him to |be. fat^^g^d wi^h 
. * whatever he ,does ? . . . y . 

.* }n)^ j(^,|puJiad iove^eijongh tpjlj^ fe- 

j:-..::' > lisfied 
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• tlsfied with' wiiat tlie bth^r did % — But 
c pray what may be the fubjedt of the 
c prefenc difpute between you ?— rOh fuch 
-€ agi^of^ affrdtit upon my iJnderftanding» 
i vay humour, — my every thing that is 

^ar to "woman-kind, reply *dmrs. Mar- 

* love, — Bat of what nature,* — again 
'^inan^d^x^ impatient friend ? 

It Wis in vatn fhe repeated the queftion 
dter and over for feveral times fticcefflve- 
iji nfirs. Marlovc was too much overcome 
by her paffion to be able to give any di- 
reft account of the occafion, and all that 
could be gathered from her incoherent 
exclamation^ was^ that a favourite fer- 
^rant of mr. Marlove's had quarrelled with 
lust wakkig-maid % -~ that ihe had infift:*- 
tA dn the man's being turn'd away, and 
he as ftrenud^fly tharmefhould part with 
klEJ^r maid 5 -^ that very -high words hid 
^rc^e on this occafion \ --*> that he hadeh- 
deai^o^ed to exert the Authority of a huf- 
band) and fhe to maintatfi the refpeft and 
complaifance due to a wife \ and that af- 
ter having a^fbkitely refiurftd ta 6c as fixe 
defired^ he had JBung out of (he houfe ai 
-tifty^ ^seat difeonttot* 

She was but juft be^nninc to enter 
•ibitnewhat iatther"iftti)>?tttt: irfmts of the 
otiifer "Wlieil^ i^i^rVtotc put h^:h$^d; be- 
tween 
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tween the door,., aqd told mrj.. M^rlayc, . 
that the cloih wa§ laid Jor\XgtppeiVT^ . 
and that his matter was come hoq(ie«. — :► 

* Well, and what of that, cried (he hafti- 
^ ly? Noching/madam, laid the (pan^on- 

* ly my matter defires th^t your ladyftwp . 

* and the young Jady will be pkafed /i?> . 

* walk cJown. — T^ hino/r— reply'd,ft^ft^ * 
with the utmott difdain in her i^dige and . 
countenance, ~ ' that I am .not pkal^d 

' to do any thing! that. he defiresj and 

* that I will neither eat nor fleep with 

« him while he keeps that fellow Jona.- . 
^ than in the Jioufe/ .. !*...:. .^ . 

- On this, he faid- no mipre but^ .vith-,. 
drew, and mr, Mariove came up; .ia^ar* 
moment after ; — his looks. cxpr^&'d tb^ > 
,utmoft difconteat j— : he 'falutcd. ! Jcnoy^ . 
however, with, rcfpo^t an4 then tucoiftg ^ 
.to his wife: -r- * I Mfi. lurpr|fed,, fnf - 
.« dear, cried he, that you Ihould cxpofe 
•• yourfelf in this maoncr : faauly 4i(put<s 
/ oyght to be 4ifcyf§*d in private, j it '^. 
.« impertinent to trouble our frieiids ^witk 
'* them, and ridiculous to m^^mx ^» 
;'. vants idle witiiiefles^.of:,jbew?if— rior. 
* Heaven's iake, therrfw&e,,. Qpflt^def.^e 
« little. — ' * 

c • ; ^. I fhaH*<:onfeler. iSDtliiAg* ,faid,i<hflw*'* 
. *'teirjgiptiagi hiqi, :;bttti ](Qt)Q] vi^if4^^ 
i^ ^* ^ and 
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Jemmy W Jen n v Jessamy. 65 . 
and ingrjititude j — What, purfued fh€ 
with vehemence, -^ to refuie me in fo 
poor i tfifW 'as the diUniflian of a fef- 
vant? \ ;';'* ./V; /^ ^ \ "■' " '' 

* Trifles, madam, anfwcr^d he very 
gravely, when' infilled on too pereinp- 
torily, become things of confequence ; 
i>^fides,'you'^Jiave often heard me lay 
this frian lived' with my fatfier 5 — that 
when I wcht kbroad he gave Kim to *rae 
as the choiceft prefect he could make ; 
that he attended me in my travels 
through the greateft part of ^Burope 5 
and ti^t I have experienced his love 
afid fidelity to me in a thoufand in- 
i^ces : — it would thotforc be highl]^ 
imjiift ' and ungcnerom in me to turn . 
him off 5 and I can look ojipn it as n6 
lefs unreafonable in you to requeft it 
merely on the idle complaints and 
tittle^^taitle of a chamber-maid. . 

* That chamber-maid,' — faid Ihe in'^ 
the mdft haughty tone, ^ — while flic 
belongs to me, is at leaft upon a levd , 
with your valet, — though in fpite to 
me, I fuppofe, you have now raifed 
him to your houfe-fteward.' 

^ Mr. Marlove grew very red at thefe 
words, and was about to have made fome 

reply. 
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reply, ^hich perhaps might- har^c hei^t- 
cnM the quarrel, when' the peribrt «^h*' 
had been the occafion tif it cntft^d the 
room. 

He wai a grave, weiridokM fnanj Ind 
had a certain open honefty in- Hs cotih-^ 
tenance, which anfwer'd to the chiraftcf 
given of him by hismstfter. y- < 

* Sir, faid he to mr. Marlove, bbwing 
iti the moft refpedful manner,— I have 
never known in my whole life fo vt^i 
a grief as I now feel, in finding oayfeif 
the unhappy caufe of any difegi^ticrit 
between your honour and my kdy;-^ 
I therefore moft humbly bcfecch y^tJ* 
will be pleafed to permit me to cpiit 
the houfc dirc6Uy ; for it is notiit ydur 
honour's peace of mind ftiould fnffef 
any difturbance, or my lady the Icaft 
uneafmels, even for a monient,^Oft ^ 
worthlefs a fubjefl: as myfelf. 

* How, Jonathan, demanded mr. Maf- 
lovc, are you in fuch hafte to leave my 
fervice, that you would go before I am 
provided with a proper perfbn to fup- 
ply your place ? --^Oh, there is no 
reafon for detaining him on that ac- 
count, cried mrs. Marlove, my Abigail 
has a brother juft now conte out of 

* place; 
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pla€e } ^--r by^ the charadler I have heard 
qikim M will be extremely fit for you, 
^nd. we can h ave him at . a minute's 



warning. 



; * *T^s -very likely/ — : reply^d he ; ~ 
then having paufed a little on what his 
wife .h^d faidi,— * \VelJt, Jonathan, — 

* purfued he, we wUl talk; tarther on this 

* matter to-morrow 5 but leave the room, 
« and bid foi:|iGbody Send Abigail hither/ 
Mrs. Mariove exulted within herfelf on 
hearing him fpeak in this manner, and 
puUing Jenny by the fleeve, —My dear, 
cried. fhe to her in a low voice, ' I Ihall 
*^6nQUi?r this domineering husband at 

^ foft/ ;. .. : ^ ^ - 

Abigail immediately obeying the fum- 
mflSis, th^tv fead.been fcnt for her •, Well, 
Abigail, fa^d mr.. Mariove, with a half 
fo^ii^ . V which {^t then toojk for an indica- 
tion of his l?eing in great good humour 
With her i but, as it afterwards.proved, was 
Dp. more than, a farcaftick fneer, * I am 
« told yog have a brother perfeftly qua- 
*..Ufied for my fcrvice, 

* Yes, pleafe your honour, anfwer'd 

* ,iliq finjpering. j and,^ though I fay it, 

* as clever a fdlqw as ever ftepp*d in 
^ fhoc-kather^ he 4;an comb a wig to a 

< charm, 

s 
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* fiharoi,. and .biickle too upon ' oceafion j 

* be docs every thing in tafte, I afiiirc 

* your honour j — r befidcs^ he is a fprace 

* young man, and a thoufand times fitter 

* to attend your honour than the old for- 

* maJ creature you have now/ 

* It may b^ fo,, feid mri Mariovc ;- bat 
•..I have no bufmefe for hiiil, nor have: 

* you any in my houfc longer than this 
« night ; therefore pack up your trum- 

* pery and be gone to- morrow morning:* 
flie was opening her mouth to Ipcak^ 
but he prevented her Sy faying, in aftcxj? 
aiid rcroiutq voice, ^-No raparties, nrinlt^ 

* I will have no incendiari«5 in my ft-r' 

* mily ; — out of my fight this momtnt 
«^iUrfcompi|it»it no more/ 

Though Icarce arty creature was met 
endowed with a grcatw (haw of confr^ 
"dence than this wench^ yet.was.fiie noift = 
fo terrified at the looks' of her maftcr^ 
that fhe durft not utter a fingld fyllablc 
while in his prefence, and contented her- 
fclf with muttering all the way ihc Went 
down flairs, what Ihe had not coura^ 
to fay loud enough to be lieard, ' 

But it is altogether impoffible to de- 
fcribe the rage mrs. Marlove was in at 
thi$ laft proof of her husband's refolutioaj 

which 
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which was the iriore infupjidrtable to her, 
as i &ia had nop^above a moment 4br two 
bc&ae flattered her felf 'with a beHeSf thtit 
he wa^ indmiWe'c4) confdriri to her de- 

fires.: .; -r '^ - j . ' ' 

She would have fpokc, but excels' 
of paflion choak'd the paflage of her 
wo^s r**^'ffie' fl^ irtt^ her chamber ai)d 
thicewi herfetf upoA the bed, where (he 
ccrtaiidy wouid have fallen into a fit, if' 
Jenny, who had immediately followed her, 
had not cat the laccings of her ft ays, in 
order to give her air, 
a /;/■/•• ;■ ' "V' '^ ■ ' ■■' ^ 

. OnrthiS' flic beg^ to r4*viv^' a little, and-; 
Ab^^^i that inftam coining up gave her ^ 
a- glais of cold water, which' perfcfted th^ ' 
cure : — the firft ufe (he m^ade of her re^ 
ceived breath was to inveigh againft th^ 
iigtrfticeyas iheterm'd k, other huisband ; 
—-Jenny was tcndeavourfng tQ perfuadc^ 
her to imore .moderition, but was interr 
iupted in the midft ot what Ihe was fay- 
ing by Abigail. 

* Nay,^ madam, cried that malapert 
« huzzy^ for that matter my lady has as 

* much reafen to be vex'd**! I-,— for my-* 

* part, I do not know what niy maftey 
« means by ufmg me as he has done ';-i- 
^ he gives himfell'ftrange airs, methinks : 

^ - * I am 
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* I am furc it; is not like a gpqtlemaa t# 

* Ihew fo little rclpcft for a lervantV 

Thefe fancy redefttohs' br6ught' tnrt. 
Marloye more to hcrfelf than all the affi- 
ftance that had been given her v angry as 
(he was with her husband, . flie could not 
bear to hear him mentioned by fuch a 
creature in the manner Ihe now did. Airs, 
cried Ihe, — < rclpeft,— was* ever ahy 

* thing fo ridicuteufly impudent 1 fure, 

* wenchi thou h?.ft torgot that the gen- 

* tleman thou fpeakeft fo contemptuoufly 

* of is my husband 

* No, madani, anfwered ih^^ 'brid- 
ling up her head, * I forget nod'iing - 

* that I ought to jemember ; and I muft 

* fay again, that it does not .become him 

* to treat cither you or me fo unhahd- 

* fomely as he has done. ,— What» does 
« the odiou$ tWng pretend to makte com* 

* parifons ?* cried mrs. MaripVej and, 
provoked beyond all patience at the in- 

. folence of her . deportmentj fnatchM' a 
powder-box from d^ the diefling-tablc 
and threw it 'at her head, — f^yingf* ;at 
the fame tim^* Be gone this inftant ; ^ 

* I Ihall ke^ no fuch bold-face about 

* me, 

• Bold- 
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* Bold-face,. n[iadam, returned the au- 

* 4^cious crieature -, very pretty truly ; 

* but don't think I fhall beg to ftay ; 
•^ there are ot|ier places to be had, and I 

* do not value.* — She would have ran 
farther, on in the fame ftrain, if the fudden 
appearance of her m after had riot ftopp'd 
her moath,^ and made her think proper to 

' 156 out of the room. 

Mr» Marlove being heartily afhamed 
that Jenny had been v/itnefs of this 
foofifh affair, refolved to falve it up, .if 
poffible, before Ihe went away -, ^nd, to 
that end) cape into his wife's chamber y 
chufing. rathier to recede e litde from \yhat 
he thought his juft prerogative as a huA 
band,.thap /uffer her to depart with tht 
kougik of l)is ' having aflerted it too far^ 

'As, he came into the room at one doof 
Abigitir was going out at the other'; — 
he ,eafij[y perceived, by her countenance, 
that, fqme bnilee^ had happened between 
, ]ter and. her lady, which taking for a good 
omen' of facceeding in his defjgn, he 
approaci)'d mrsr Mariove > and, with an 
air perfeiStlydegageevsarti unembarr^s'd, 
•. IhopCj-njky dear, faid he^ you are by 
^ this tiipc: -conyinc^,* that your maid 
*, had a, ^filter yiew in qiiiirreli^g with 
\ . \ ^ Jonathan 
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« Jonathan than flic pretended, and alfb 

* how little (he dderves you (hould eP- 

* poufe her caufe. ^ 

* She has betn impertinent, indeed^ 
«^ anfwer'd flic 5 but it is no wonder that 

* Ihe is ib ^ when a woman is ill treated 

* by her husband, (he can expcSt no other 

* than to be faby her fervants alfo ; and 
Mt is to you, — to you alone, that I 
'. either ' have, or Ihall hereafter be de- 

* prived of the rei^^dt due to me from 

* our domeftics. 

« Accufe me not, faid he, of a thing 

* fo contrary to my nature ; -^^ your me* 

* rits, and my juftfenfe of them. Will 
« always engage me to behave towards 
*^ you, both in public and in private, 

* with all the complaifance and tender-* 
« nefs that man can pay or wonfutf) cam 

* expedt. 

* Then you would not contradiA me 

* in trifles, cried ihe, a little foften*d. 
^ I will contradid you in nothing, laid 

* he, that my reaibn will permit me to 

* grant, or your own, on mature delibc* 
^' ration, induce* ylM to defire. •— As for 

* the prefent difpute between us, eonti- 
< nued hei I only beg you will defer any 
•' farther fpeech<>f it till t6-mohoW; and-if,' 

^ . < in 
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5 lA that time, you da not. find caofe t<^ 
^ alC(SRyou£ cqpiakm^X ihalLendeavoiir t^ 

* accede to yours. 

* A very fair .prqpc^» indeed, fir^ 
^ iaid Jenny fmiU^ ; and, my dour mrs. 

* MarlQve, if you do not accept it I 

* Ihall lay the whole blame of all the dit- 

* agreements that may hereafter h^pen . 

* t^tween you entirely on your ill-nacare. 

* That is a very feverc inference, re- 
« ply'd Ihe ; however, to oblige you, I 

* ihall comply with mr. Mariove's le^ 

* queft.* — * I am glad to obtain it at any 

* rate, cried he ; — and I hope we may 
•-now go down to fupper, which has 

* waited for us this half hour.* — Mrs. 
JMarlove iaid ihe did not carefcr eating, 
;and dcfir'd they would excufi her ab^ 
jence^ but, by the intreaties of her huf- 
band, and fome little pieafantries Jenny 
made ufc of on this occafion, ihe was at 
laft prevailed upon, and. they all went 
down together into.the parlour. 

Jenny kept an obfervam eye over both 
the husbioid and the wife all the time they 
were at uble j and, asAe was happy in a 
penetration, which fcwofhcrfex, efpe- 
dally at her years, can boafl'of, eafily 
perceived that though he behaved with a 
^*^^- I- E politcnefs 
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politenefs beyond jwluit could litve been 
\expeawd -^Iter ^» itad paftHl, and Ac 
ieetned to hare Abated a great part ctf'her 
late hau^idncis and teientment, yet nei- 
ther of them were fihcercly inclined to 
*iubmft to the wttl of the other, in any 
thing whfteh was not Entirely agreeable 
to their own. 

The apolo^es they made to her, how- 
ever, on the account of the unpleafing en- 
tertainment fhe had met with m this vifit^ 
^thhcr obHgihg anfwers to them in tc- 
turn, and repeated good wifhes for their 
future peace, engrofled a great part of 
ihek conver&tion durii^ ^e whole time 
flue ftayed. 

. But the night bemg pretty far advance 
ed, ¥rhen fbpper was fended flie took her 
leave of tte half reconciled pair, and 
went home full of thofe reflections which, 
*on the fcenelhe had bcenwimefi of, muft 
•naturally have occurred even to a perfon 
of a much lefe confideifative difpofition. 



«k 
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CHAP. Vlf; 

Affords frejb matter for edification 
to tbofe whfi^d in need ef it^ as 
well as entertainment to pcb wba 
do not, 

1 £NN Y had an infiiiity i^good mk^ 
^ tare J and was faaremcly tf wUcd at 
the difagreement ihe had feea between 
two pexions whom ihe dumght hud been 
entirely happy in being unitagid to eaeb 
other : <«^ the nx>re (he iwninaixd on 
.the behaviour of mrs. Mariove^ th% more 
fhe found in it to condemn ; but then 
ihe Mras alio equally furpriied K) find fo 

rit a chaise in diat of her husband^ 
had freqiXAtly been in their company 
while in their daya of courtlhip^) ---f fks 
had feen hitn humour all the kttle whima 
and caprices which -the vanity of flattered 
beauty had made her guilty of § -^ fKc 
had heard him praile even her very foi- 
bles, and feem charmed with what the ireft: 
of the world moll blamed her fon 

* Good God, cried ihe to hericlf, hovf 

*' ilrange a revetfe does marriage bring t 

^ who that ices a man a husband wouid 

£ a « evef 
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* ever think he had been a lover ? — 

* till (he was a wife, he would not have 
^ prefumed to argue with her on any 

* point fl^e took . upon her to affert 5 — 

* he would not then have oppofed 

* his reafon to any folly Ihe committed ; 
^ 'cis true flie has infifled on a thing, 
^ which he muft have been both ungene* 

* rous and weak to have comply*d with -; 

* yet would he once not have dared to 

< have contradifted her in much j^ater 
: • matters : — if (he is proud^ — imj)e- 
^ rious and vain, it is on his own too ob- 

^ ieqpiioufnefs he ought to lay the blame. 

* Oh, why will men endeavour to per- 

* fuade us we are goddeffes, only to create 

* themfelves the pains of convincing U5 

< afterwards that we are but mortals ! 



* Yet after all, laid flie s^ain, we know 
that the extravagant encpmium's fo la- 
vilhly beftowed upon us before mar- 
riage, are mere words of courfej the- 
homage, — the fubfniffions paid us by 
the lover, all form and empty fbcw ; 
and, as tlicy are put in pradice only to 
footh our vanity, ought not to deceive 
our underftandings fo far as to make 
us imagine we either deferve, or have a 
right to expeft the continuance of thcQi, 
when the' motive that induced them is 
no more. --rMarriage, as it removes all 

^ cojfrefe 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



J E M MY and J E N N V Jess AMY. 77 

* coyncfs and referve in the women^ fo it 

* deftroy? all fufpcnce in the men : — he 

* is then in poffeflion of his wiflies, has 

* done with hopes and fears \ and foliici- 
f utions of courfe muft: alfo ceafe. 

« StrippM, therefore', of that imagi- 
« nary authority with which we one© 

* flattered ourfelves, it is certainly the 

* bufinefsof ourfex to endeavour, t>y the 

* moft foft and obliging behaviour, to 

* preferve and improve, if poffible, the . 
' love of him, whom it is no longer 
«. in our power to awe by a contrary way 

* of afting, 

* A tod great tenaciouthefs of our own 

* merits, purfued ihe j the pr^de of doing 

* whatever we have a mind to, and of 

* impoling the fawS of our own will on 

* that of the lover, may be fubmitted to '. 

* w|iile we are miftrefles •, but will never . 

* "t^ b6me with when we are wives : — 

* the men, confcious of that fuperiority 

* which cuftom and the matrimonial co- ' 

* venant has given them, never fail to 

* exert it, and oppofition on our fide is ^ 

* ftruggling againft the ft ream, and but 

* ferves to fliew our weaknefs the more . 
'* in the vairt attempt. 

* In my opinion, went flie ftill on, thjp 

. E 3 ! way 
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• way to accompliOi what wc aim at, is 
•not to qrge U with too much vchc- 
•'mcncc, even in the nipft rcafonablc 

• things, much lefs can wc cxpeft fupccfe 

• when wc infift on ftteh as are in them- 
^ felves unjuftifiable ; — jas m, the cafe of 

• mrs. Marlove ; and I iftucH fear, that 

• if many contefts of this nature happeii* 

• Jljey will by degrees weaken her nuf- 

• band's affedtion for her 5 perhaps, in 
•'time, utterly deftroy it, and render her 

• both unhappy and unpitied/ 

In this manner did die fagacious Jenny, 
reafon within herfelf upon the caufe in 
queftion •, and upon the whole, her. judg- 
ment entirely acquitted mr. Marlove of 
all blame, afid gave the verdift againft 
his too aflurtiing wife, for wbofc late be- 
haviour Ihe could find no excufe, except 
her extreme youth, and inexperience of 
the temper of mankind, that lady fea- * 
ing but fixteen,' which was two' years (hort 
or the age (he had attained herfelf. 

This naturally led her into refleftions 
on the folly of two perfons uniting them- 
lelves together by the folemn ties of 
marriage, without having well confider'd 
the duties of the ftate they were about to 
enter into, and confirmed her in the refo- 
lutibn ihe before had taken of living 

• fingle. 
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fingle, till ihe was a$ well allured, as hu- 
ipan reafbn coul4 majce her> that lx>th h^r*. 
iielT and fhq man Who was to be. her 
hu^band^ were equally qualified to rea- 
der each other truly happy. 

She longed, however, to fee Jemmy, 
that fixe might relate this ftory to him, 
and hear his fentiments upon it h but ihe 
faw him not ail the next day, which a 
little furprifpd her, as four and twenty 
hours feldpmpaffed over without his ma-. 
king her one vifit, if no more ; the acci- 
dent, which now occaGoned his abfence fo 
much longer than ufual, was, indeed,, of. 
a pretty particular nature s — it lya^ithis : 

On his coming home the pight before 
he found a letter that l>a4 been kft fur 
hiiti^ requefting his coinpany at ai> enter- 
t^iruhent to be given ^he next day on a 
very/ extraordinary occafion^ by a gentle- , 
man who had been an intimate acquain-. 
tance of his father's j — the invitation 
was too prefllng for him to refufe com- 
plying with it, which otherwile he would 
gladly have done, as he eaapcfted not 
to find any guefts there fiiit;al)le ,t6 his 
age or humour. 

He found himfclf, however, agreeably 
deceived in this conjefhure:^ and was fur- 

• prifedt. 
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prifed, on his entrance into a fpacious 
room, to fee it fillM with a very brilliaDt 
cbmpany of both fexes, who being af- 
ftmbled in order to celebrate the molt 
joyous circumftance that can happen in 
private life, came with a fincere refolu- 
tion of contributing every thing in the 
power of each to do honour to the fcaft 
prepared for them. 

But not to keep the reader in fufpence, 
the perfon who made this invitation was 
a gentleman of birth and fortune ; -^ he 
was married in his youth to a lady of ce- 
febrated beauty, and every way his equal ; 
but, through a too great love of -pleafure 
on his fide, and feme errors in condudb, 
though without any breach of virrue pn. 
her's, they had been fcparated tor four- 
teen years; wiihut the leaft probability of 
being reconciled, and even lefs ot their- 
ever living together again, as all the in- 
tctpofition of their friends for that pur- 
pofe, during fp long a fpace of time, 
had been in vain, and was, at laft, eri- 
tir^ly given over : — the unhoped for 
event, notwithftanding^ came to pafs ; — 
both parties were alike touched with a 
>uft lenfibility of their former miftakes, 
and returned to the embraces of each, 
other, with more ardency of affeftion 

than 
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than that with which they had firft met 
in marriage. 

There if certainly nothing wWch fo 
much demonftrates the fincerity of our 
reformation, aa a free confeffion iha^ we 
have been in the wrong* ;-— « I was, faid • 

• the, gentleman^ in poflbflion pf a trea- 

• fure before I had attained to an age cs^- * 

• pable of knowing the true value <rf it ; • 
«: I wore it as an^ idiot does a diaxnop4, 
< careleis on my . arm, and liable to j^* 
« ihatch'd from me by ^e fir0; p^rfonr 
^ who admired its lu^re ; -~ but he^^ 
*' has preferved it as a ble(fiiig for v^y* 
\ riper judgment/ . » 

He concluded thefe words with IsiiGiig 
liis lady's hand^ and then went .on» ;:^< I 
^ Was, continued he, one of thofe thoughtf 
f . kfs wretches,, which the poet,, doubt* ' 

• \tk^ had in hiseyc when he wrote thefe 

* lines : 

. « FKtitious^joys aUur'd f xx>y dazzjed 

* And led them in, the mifbc mz^ 4i 

• while \ , , 

* Beguil'd with eo^ty air, my reftleft 

* heart a •• - . - . . ; ■ i 

* Still affllr fosmc uataft^d pJegiiiirc 
: ♦ roam'd ; * v ' 

' E 5 ? But 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



%z 5& HISTORY 0/ 

« fulhomcp 
« And there find* all It vainly fought 
^ abroad. 

« I cahnet (uJKr y6\h ttiy dear/ feld 
t)ie lady, with a moft becoming fmile, 
to fake upon youiielf iii« wfkok blatne ' 
of that unhappy difagreethent^ which 
has fy !oi^ diTided tto) <^— * I atfo have 
had my &9t ojf gailli thoiigh in ft 
^Streat way from yours ^ -— if you' 
JfflYe been too gay, I nave tieen too nl« 
icmfiderate ;«— I nave ^tfndeavdUMd not 
tb malos liome del^ht^ to yod i -^T 
radier, by a thoidand impettinencfe< 
and foUieSi, tender 'd my prefen<ie tire- 
dbme ) Ihkd iio ideii (xtht duties of 
mj t^ce, but belupFcd, whto feft at iSm 
h^d of a family, at I had dofie in the 
nurfery, and expefted tQ be huimbttr^d 
m the &me manner/ 

Thus did this lately re-united pair 
equaHy tofid«tan ihemfehrel 'for the ihiT- 
carriages ,dt thcifar v^ condt^ ; but» 
^hfle th^ yfi^ i^pcaki««, \hett were not 
« few in company of both lews, who 
Ibung down dieir headii, as confctous" of 
not being wholly free from^ llie errors 
lAiey heara mendpned* 

- f j€mmy» 
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Jemmy^ accqrdj|ng to ti^t agr^smenc. 
QUuie between Ju9i a^4 l^y> »K^^ ^ 
obfervant ey^ on .all ^pfe whom, he found 
If ^e .mjyrriqdy filid ea^ly perceived^ by . 
^ jl#cik$, vhic^.QRc ot^m ift i»rticular . 
ft5<p»ptly ^ye h^ wife, that tfcy yrttc 
f^t from ^5t¥^|[ together in a pejpfe^k har« 
jB^CHPiy ;. .th9''9. f^' h^ Jwl never feen eU 
ther of fhcna .w9|)?> 1^ was . whoUy 
,ua9^mM3it«4 m^ their qfcuq^ftance9» 
cbndiH<«4> pr hyiQO^rs, it was utterly- 
impolBble ior hln> to guefs from what 
iM^.cauf^ the dlfgord he difcoyer'd pro« 
oe!itde4.i r-r bidt as it was t;he, hosbaci^ 
/«^ ^<pi*d moft dV%i4e4* he coft- 
Chlded^ iKii^aui; lu^^^ing^ my thd^ «^ 
^ xm^^r^ibH it JQuft jl^ the ^ife w^ 

one aiK^er oh dus &ore : •— ia the litde 

ftotevtbefe lines of i^. Q^4»^'« p^q^ 
im^f into .)u» hM4 : . 

-,.... , • • 
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^hy re^ or im.a^ned caufe of o^mpl^t 
a^unft each other, to keep the uneafi- 
neis they labour uader fr<mi being vigble 
to the world v~- however perfisft, as to 
other things tdiey Dfitjr be in the art of 
difilmulatlon) in this, fpiie of their ntmofk * 
etuleavours, the fentiments ^f their hearts 
will break out j— every* look^-— every^ 
seftute, betrays the inward pangs they 
reel •, — whicti (hews, that of all circutn- 
fiances of difton^t, thofe i^f nsarriage 
are with the moft difficnky fuftatn^d 

Jemmy wafr afterwards informed, dil^i 
the laft menticmM gentleman was one of 
die many whom, it is not in the power of 
fortune to make ha^^y *» <i-^ that he tocfk 
^ kind^ of gloomy pleaiure in cSveatiAg 
to himfelf ideal Uls, and then ftartid ac 
the apparition, which nothing but his 
own iHt>duftive fancy had ^oi^red i^. 

' Hts^wife wi«s^from b^fi^>a beat^ % 
and asH t^ her ^e^By flie md^ seceivtd 
no more from nature 'than woi4d^|«A» 
ferve to makc^ her pa& for not diiam^ 
Able V ^ to^ he^ behaN^iour, it wus affable 
and chearful, but i/^il^l exfittmdy mo- 
deft i 'for as^ &e Aerer^afiefted a too. gi^eat 
referve, fb fhe was equally free from all 
that^hfld ^-ap^ara^ce <^Jp^ity*i Sue 
heitherile liUle j^wer -fat« cy»t .b^^ 
- ^ captivati0g» 
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Gflptivatifig^' nor the pm^cnce of her. 
carriage, could kihdfcr 'him frbm- imagin-. 
ing every maip that looked- lupoti her 
had a difhonourable defi^ towards her^ 
auid:alfoithad flie hftd :< nosdiiincUnation to 
encourage it^ 

* The whok of) tbe -entertainment con* 
eluded wiith a kind of ball ; and as there 
trere more gemleiQen' than ladies pm&nt, 
the doadf husliKind, with two others, re- 
tired .to; one: comer of the rocun, and fac 
drinking t6 the healths of thoie that 
dtaced.' '■'' ^' ' :-•■.•■■" • ••■> 

: It was by xnere accident^ and without 
the .leaft defign oa neiiter &d&r that 
Jemmy had for his partner the wife of 
tfaaa/fufpiaious geptteinaii i- — bpc it was 
plcifi|ii&xentfiigh foT: tbofec ¥^ fat tiear 
hkn*to ^obibrvi with ^hat -eagemefs hia 
eyes purfuedeack modoa in them^ which 
thett^IattonoCthe idanor roquired, -r* 
how^Ms oakmr chai^d^^horw his Ups 
tKXtAle4» v*6i4nc«r : that ' coopte fet- to 
«cbrOth«,^or .tu^n'd) imds r it wf» in 
mm .tbay &M hia glafii and reminded 
Umii ?th& r negte6)^ itoaft, thpugh it 
wri» eiran ,that of thc^wwalitMnily ;?— he 
the^g^ ^0£ n9li»nglwthi3:)irifrt:and fcii'^ 
is^ktr^:j^ imim^ffmfA^ ^iicd.Uraging;the 
dumb courtihip of a . peri<m who would 
" .: i inir^adc 
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. invack his rights, he had no looger pa* 
ticnce, and the ibcoiid dance wasbutjuft 
led up when he rofe from his feat and 
&id4ie mdl go home, fir he had letters 
of importance to wme, which till that 
moment he had foi^ot. 

This pat ail imad^forderv«^^the goi* 
tleman who had made the inritatton 
would iain havse jperfiiaded him to fta]r» 
but was filenced ay the odiert urging 
the neceflity of his departure : «^ the lady^ 
Chen toM him, wil3i a gmc ^teal of po*^ 
litenefS) that if they muft be foufldtapfq^ 
to be depriredof lus comf^my, flse hoped 
Aey^ ftKnild notaMbtefe nus. -^^-y^j mhm 
tie ii^)pofed: had n^jetsvf to wn«Ci< 

« No^ •— no madam, leptiedJwf, widi 
« trery grttc «moiioa$ ;my iMfe may :ftsqf 
^ If "flie tMnks' piop^r 1 14& ootMina 
t her^' oM I :'-^fiie^waa adraoci^ 4f> 
tsk& kerktfw wlnie-^lie was ^lealQiag, 
n^r would Mar'hMUf tote/pfwaiied 
opotiv }9f aUf'ttebKl]r/€ould&y)i0 Jb«f 
beM»d lierbiiilniid^.batitwoa^^^ 
any one ^to ii^ Iw' IndliMcaMs looit (Am 
eontrarjp pait, ^tti4 ^nied het&tf die la* 
ti$fltak)n iiai-|!Md cbrnpamf aibaded^ 
merely throtf^ the<in^i3JrilieR£oiis^ pny^ 
iji^ too^;iIdu«y :fer4f|c 4iteii &e came 
liomew -iw i I* ^; r' .:: ■ .. ^u : ., 

• . Thus 
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' Thus ladiaftrkiully do fi>me people la« 
boor to biiog on what tnoft they would 
avoid i — if this Jady lud been poffefs'd 
of a little more beaiity, or to fpeak more 
juftly» had (he been miilrefs of a iei$ 
fharc of difcretion, there were, doubtlefs, 
ibme in comfMA^ who would -^ve been 
excited, by the jealbufy of her husband^ 
to have acteiBptaDd that chaiUtyhe took 
^h rjidiculous tneafures to preferve. 

Aiat M»y hovnmt^ die ^behaviour €^ 
tbetiuBbmd&rved' to^^Mier him^ con- 
temptttie in the e]^ea of ^^Mry one, and 
diai: ^ikc vnS^to f^wm mr diarais^. 
wiudi 0tbinM«fe could am hate iMwa i«- 
maik'd in ber. 

;» TN farcalms .pa&'d OA^thia unhappy 
lUNmiieifftdr gen^nMiii w^uld tbe tlo 
tecfeoi »«^iii^7et w^ mtM^lhortet^' 
fiaii tivlf MKrimei '^if^Aild have been, if 
^the m^Af^fyiiii^f founds iMd Mi^ re* 
minxfed itte-eOR^hyi; i^^their feifi at' 






It is not to be doubted but that on 

gfibig {mnet^very MWlnadfr ikeirfeveral 

lemj^a^on- «l«t ilitty%^ fieo^ but did 

mind of j(enMy:w«t Oketi^d^jh in ti 

' f flUticidaf 
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particular manner^ as he conHdered all 
that'had prefecsced itfelf to htm that: day 
concurred to make up one great inftruc- 
tive leflTon tor himfdt 



CHAR VIII. 

IFill occaBon various '/peculations in 
the inquijitive reader. 

WHEN ottT pair of lovers came 'to 
celftte mutusdly to each odier the > 
fQCfgoii^ narriatitics^ ibey were 'both of 
oDimon^.that im& of the difagreemeots 
that h^pened , in jmarriag^e. were occa- 
ri<m'd chiefly by the parties cntorli^into 
that ftate too early, and too predpitatelj. 

. ^; if yow. friends^ wha now fb nmch 
V rejoice .in being reutptted, fiiid Jenoy^- 
«' had isk^n cart beftoe vhsttm^ to 
^.mm .tfai^e/qiii^fi^MiiH)^ 
*5.tI«4>effwiawC^ of it^^ dutiMtr^qjyliitEir 
\ f|pni>(Chetf ^refpofti^^ J^^ th«y wouUk 
^ proBabfy never have( fallea-; il^ithoio 
< errors which caufed thehr reparation 
/. ; ;:•:..- ' * S ' ' •: ■ - / 

Ai ?:Wp|i'jirovW HtW* «Mk» v!coflttmio»| 
c>^Si<tc,(feii»ii^4afQ0^t% ^6f hii 

>.i.r»iiii:| * becoming 
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* becoming a husband, he had made him- 

* felf well acquainted with her principles 

* and difpofition, and alio equally & with 
** his Own humoun 

/• Nor would mrs. Marlove^ replied 

' Jenmiy, if Ihe had at ail ftudiea the 

* temper of mankind, have been fo Viun 

* as to expeft the fame fubmiffion from 

* her husband as (he received from him 
"• while her lover ; — much left have pre- 

* tended to contradict him . in things 

* v/here it was not her province to inter- 

* fere, 

* Right, refumed (he frhtling, and you 
« may now eafily, perceive the advantage 

* it. is to ' us not to hurry ourfelvcs into 

* wedlock^ as too many people do, with-^ 

* out refledting what they are about, or 
« being any way prepared to make the 

* noole feteaiV. 

* Then you petfift in your refolutSon^ 

* rejoined Jerrtmfy, of not bein^ married 

* yet a while ?* to which fheahlwering in 
the affirmative, and repeating the argu- 
ments fhc bad befoi^ rtiaidte ufe of in her 
vindication, he readily enough yielded to 
the juftice of her reafons ; but that he 
did fo was notfo much owing to his 
difcretiofit as to another motive, which* 

though 
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though Jenny was ignorant; cf^ it is not 
convenient that the reader ihould be (6^ 

He had, in reality, met with fomc ad- 
ventures of late which had given hinfi 
too high a reltlh for the modilh pl^ut^s 
of die towp for hinn to be able to quit 
them without reluftance, and which he 
had too much good ienfe not to know 
it would ill become ' bit^ to indulge the 
purfuirof after he (hpuld be a married 
man. 

Among the many places of diverlbn 
this great and luxurious town abounds 
wkh, lady Racket's, a^eoiblyh^s been al^ 
ways Igok'd upon as the mofl gcner>L 
rmdcvroM^ fo^ 41 ti^ young apd g^y 
of both fcxcs. 

Jemmy w^t frequently tl^t^icir, and it 
happening that one evening tl)e compai^y' 
playing very high, he was ftripp'd of aU 
the money and. oank notes l^c had abput 
himt^ wh^ amounted to a conTidcrable. 
fum. . _ 

A little vex'd at his ill fortune he was 
retiring to a windpw, m orider to com- 
pofe himfdfi when the K)un4 ofafetpale 
voice: very lou4 made him t^rf^bis bead ; 
he found it proceeded fropi Lil^ia^ — 

, the 
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. the celebrated Liberia, who having been 
playing* at another table, had loft all her 
mon^y, and 4iad not temper to bear it. 

* Was ever fuch curfed luck !' cried ihc, 
ftarting up from her feat, « I have not 

* aViDgle ftake left ; — ^ I have a good . 
• • mind to make*a folemn vow never to 

* touch a card again.* ^ * Patience,--^, at^- 

* ence, njadanj,* — faid .Jemmy, advance- 
• ing towards her \ — * behold in me your 
- * brother in affliction •, thele things will 
r * happen if we depend on the blind god- 

* (lefs.! — * JJave you loft all your money 

* too ? demanded fhe, Eyciy doit, upon 

* my foul, reply*d he •, fo neither, of us 

- • have any thing to do at prefent but to . 
••• dbfervc the tate of others, > 

* T^at Would be an infipid way of 
< killing, time indeed, faid ihe ; luppofe 

* you and I fhould fet down to picquet, ; 

* as we l^oth are in the fame condition^ 
^ and can play with nobody clfe,*— « With 
^ all my heart, aofwered he, and itake 

* honour againft honour.* — « Perhaps that 
> . would be juii nothing at all, cried (he 

* laughing. — I dare truft yours, rejoined 

* he, if you will put the fame confidence 
« in (nine. 

•Mt 

•# 
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• It would be ungenerous In nv^ re" 
• .fply'4ihc, not to^ return good ociniorr 
.;• "wi^b good opinion { —but I think it4s* 

'* againft.thc rules of gaming " to 'pl^ 
.,i merely upon credit* *— I ^ill^t roj^ 

* fofitaire agaiiift^thatTing yoi^have up^ 
••••yoy? -finger.' [ ; ; ^ "^ . 

• • • . * N 

Jtmmy hada great regard for this^riiig, 
Ii6t fi>.*much for rfiCiintrinric faiue of it, 
though it was a nne diamond, as*becaufe 
it had been his father*s, who had given , 
it to him ibmc little time before he *ed : 
a moment's recolleftion, however,' fervad 
to make him know what he» ihoCrtd dp 
on this occafioii -, and he ,reply'd with 
great alertnefs, — * Madam, I heartily 

* a^rec to your propolal, with th!$ pro- 

* vifo, that which ever of us is the win- 

* ner, the flakes may be mdeemable -, — 
« nor wouki it be fair in me to play with 

* you on any other terms, as your^olitalre 

* is wbrrfi miich .more than my ring, 

* WeU, it fhall be juft a#' you would ' 
« have it, rcply'd (he, twenty^ guineas 

* fhall be the event ';* — to which Jemmy 
agreeing, they fat down to a table which 
fbme coix^any had jufl quitted j Ae 
pluck*d cdTher folitare and he his ring, 
both the pledges were laid under the 
candleflick, and to play they "went i — 
fortune^ for feveral deals, feem'd dubious 

in 
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in wli^fe favQur fke fhouid decide ; but 
« at len«h, after a hard fought battle, gave.* 
th^ vStory to' Jemmy. ^ , ,. ' ^:r, 

* '• * * "^ *. ^ . . 

J"* 'Was euer any thing fa unluckly, faiA .. * 

* Jhe, \Snt J won't .^vcf-out, come^'ficj 
conutiaed fhe, fhuffling^tbe cards, '^ Jpwcn- 

*' ty ^ineas nidre*; — or, if you I^eaft,* - 
• *< {hiay ; I fl\ialf then cither be inde&tcd 

* fifty pieces to you^ dr have, a c^doi <^ 
^ you -tor ten.* • / ' 

•« Jemmy would fain have pcrfuaded her 
^ t^ give over, but ihe would hear nothing 
h« faid on4Jiat fcore ; they cut the cards, 
poor Liberia, had the advantage of the 
deal, but* was nothing a gainer by it, 
/ Ihe had not even the fatisfa^Hon of a fe- 
'** cond Aruggle ; lie immediately produced 
point — queen — and quatorze^ without 
the trouble of playing a card. 
• 
* Qonfufion, cried H^, burfting into 
"^ tearsj^ure all the ftars ^in the firmament 
••have con%ired this night againft me!* 
with thde words lhe,.rofe from table ) 
« yoa have won, fir, purfued ihe, I know 
■ *' your diredlions, and will fend the money 
^ in a day or two/ She Hayed not to 
hear \vhat ^nfwer Jie W0UI4 ^ake, but 
' Hew out " of the. room witli an air which 
jl^noted (ht utmoft agitation of mind. 
*/ Liberia 
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Liberia had a great fliarc of beauty^ 
and Jemmy of good nature^ thcidiftrels 
flie appeared in rctider'dhcr more lovely 
in his eyes than ever he had thought 
'* her, i his heart was tijat inft^t fill'd With 
emotions (he had never befofe inlpired^ ic 
witb ; — he followed, with the ^litSre 
in his4iand, and overtook her as fhe W4» -. 
palling through a room in order to reach 
the ftahr-cafe. ' • 

« Madam, faid he to her^ I cannot fuGFer . 
that beautiful nfcdc ihould be without ^ 
{o becoming an ornament, even for the 
fmalleft fpacc of time > I befeech you 
therefore, to fefume this jewel, and ai(a 
to aflurc yourfeif, that I dare take your » 
word of honour as a .fufficient (ecurity « I 
for a much greater fum than the trifle 
to which. forHmc has jilft now duitled 
me. 

•« No mn Jcflimy^ anfi^er*d. (he, that 
muft not be, my lor^ ia |kt pfefent q^t< 
of tow^ or if he were at home, I 
fhould not choife to acquaint* him with 
my lol&s at play ^-— it is alfo Impro- 
per for me to let the fteward knoW aqy 
thing of the matter 5 -^ it may be h^* 
gsr than I could wifli, or you perhaps 
lejtped, before 1 can, with apy conye- 

nicncJ?, 
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^ mtUGtj difchacge mf obligation ; «^ fo 

• defire you will % no more, but keep 
^ the pledge till in my power to redeem 

• iV 

AU this was deliv€red in a Totce fo 
broken and hefitating, diat Jemmy et^ 
fUy perceived by that, as well as by 
her loo^s, that it was widi the utmoft 
r^luAance (he refiifed the offer he had 
made, though her pride would not iuffo: 
her to accept it. 

Something.^ which the reader will pre* 
fen^y difcovcr, coming that moment into 
his head, ^ Since youinfift^ madam/ faid 
hci looking tenderly on her, * and will 
^ needs force me to retain fomething of 

* yours in ifty hands, coitfent, at leaft, 
^ that I exjchange this mortgage for fome 
Mother, if yoo mil pcirmit me to wait 

* on you home, and look over your 

* trinkets, I ihall certainly ^ fomewbat 
•*that>ritt pleafe me as wcH, and you 
^ caoi much bttier ipareJ 

* I mnft not rcjc6k evtery thing you 

♦ propbfe,* rcplidd ftie with a half fmiie, 
ahd then feceired the folitaire from him, 
Whidi he aflifted 'her in replacingt and 

^^bite-^he was d^ng To ^vc hor neck 
a gjensfe j>iefiiii«, mWncW il^^^waa not fo 

iaioifibk; 
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infeniihlc as not to know the meaning 
of. 

There needed no more, — (he 'gav^ 
him her hand to lead her down ftairs,, — 
her own chair waiting, in the hall (he 
went into it, and he foilow'd in a hackney. 

On coming to her, houfc, (he conduced 
Him direftly to her drc(fing room, where 
her woman being fitting at work, ifae 
bad her fet a bottle of wine on the 
table, and retire till call'd for, —faying 
flie had fomc accounts to fettle with 
that gentleman. 

This attendant was no fooner with- 
drawn than the reduced Liberia opeoed 
a little cabinet, which opntainM her 
Jewels, — '' Here, fir, cried (he, arc all 

* the toys of this nature I am mi(b:cfr 

* oV — Jemmy fcarce vouchiafcing a 
glance towards them, reply*(J, — « They 

• ♦ muft be finc» indeed, fisce owned bjr 
.« you, and mu0: dazzle: the £lgbt qC « 
< man lefs Tcnowingthan 1 pretend to be 

:.* in what i^ truly Valuable ; — but what 
, * is alt the luftre they can boaft while 

♦ • you are in prelcnce ? — How faint arc 
*:therays of the diamond tp thofe.your 
*• ^es fend forth f -^ how in6pid> -rr hP^ 

.• wealotis theglow \^ thf iruby t^ tkdj^ 
VliraL i ^ 

He 
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He began this Tpeech with looking in- 
tently on her face> and finding nothing 
there to difcourage his attempt, conclud- 
ed it with throwing his arms about her 
wjuft, and giving her more lively indica- 
tions of his fenie pf the perfections he had 
praifed, than all in die power of language 
could have done. - 

They were alone, —a couch was ia 
the room, flie refifted not his encroach- 
ments, and one moment gave him the 
fiall poflfeffion of a happineft, which not 
half an hour before he had not even thft 
leaft thought of ever foUiciting. 

Scarce had he time to exprefi th6 
tranfports of- his gratitude for the un» 
hoped favours he bad received, wbeil 
Liberia, hearing the found of voices on 
the ftairs, rang her bell to know who 
was there j on which her woman imme- 
diately came in, *and told her that two 
ladies, who had been at lady Racket's 
dfiembly, and feeing her leave the conf- 
pany fo abruptly, had call'd to know the 
occafion, fearing (he might be indifpofed* 

* Lord, how impertinent is fome pco- 
* plc*s' friendfhip ! cried Liberia 5 — Why 
« did you not tell them I was well, but 

Vol. I. F * very 
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* very bufy?* *I did fo, madam, replyM 
< the. ocber, and that y«>u was^ fhut up in 
f your cloTet, wsitiog ktters \ hai they in* 

* iiiibd on ieeiag you, — ran up ftairs in 

* %ite of mei and are now in the draw- 
J ing room.' 

• Well,— ^ there is norraiedy for thefe 
« things, (aid fhe, I muft go to them, or 

* they will bruft in upon me here ; you^'ll 

* excuie 0ie, vox. Jeffamv, — it is highly 
5 impropei; you Ihoukl be fecn ; — then ' 
^ tiuwng to her woman ; fiiew him down 
« the back ikms^ added ihe, w^ a& Uttle 
t 9x»k> as you can.' 

She faid no more, but went out of the 
f 9em to receive hqr compenvt and Jemmy 
iiafier*d himfelf to be conducted by her 
wsnan in the manner fhe bad ordered* 



C H A P. IX, 

^apfometbing in it of the mfirvelious. 

^T^.HOU'GH Jemmy bad as fo^a^l * 
^ flioie of vanity in his compofition as 
any man that ever lived, yet it would 
iiave been a thing almoft fupernaturai ap 
im9 if an adventure, f\jch as he had juft 
U9W met with, had not elated a heart* iQ 

untTcperienceft 

Digitized by LjOOQIC ^ 



Jemmy and Jenny Jessamy. 9^ 

unexperienced as wJfe his ; — Liberia ^as 
a woman of diftioAion, young, beautiful, 
and had c^ry rtquifite to render her thb 
delight and admiration of mankind % to 
what elfe then, but a peculiar liking of 
his perfon and behaviour, could it feem 
poflible to him to impute the conceilions 
Ihe had made ? 

It is not to be undftrftood, ho\i(revef> 
tiiat the pleafing ienfation he felt at this 
event proceeded from the gratification of 
any paflion he had entertainM for tite 
lady, who fo highly had obliged him ;-— 
no, on the contrary, his afiedtion for 
Jenny was a fure defence from the at- 
tacks of any other charms ; he had often 
feen Liberia, had thought her a fine wo- 
man, as every one did ; but he had never 
been touched with the leaft fpark of 
an am<»*ous defire on her account ; nor, 
on looking on her, had even confider'd 
the difference of feires : but though what 
had happened between them was merely 
cafual on his fide ; yet he could not help 
believing, that it was a previous inclina- 
tion on her's which alone could have e*- 
cited her to aA in the manner Ihe had 
done. 

The hurry in which they were com* 

peird to pafft, to^k from him all oppor- 

tuqity 6f tcftifying that defirc of cohtinu- 

F 2 ihg 
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ing a correfpondence with her, whic^ 
otherwifc, he thought, (he would have 
had reafon to cxped ; and which even 
gratitude, politenefs, and even common 
good nature, would have exacted from 
him. 

He therefore went the next morning 
to her houfe^i certain in his mind of meet* j 

ing with a reception fuitable to the kind- 
ne& fhe had ^ven him fuch proofs of 
the night before ; — (he was juft drefs'd, 
and going to court ; but, on his fending 
up his name, gave orders for his ad* 
xnittance ; the fervant who introduced 
him immediately withdrawing, he ap- 
proached to falute her with the air and 
freedom of a favoured lover. 

But how unfpeakable wis his furprife, 
when, going to take her in his arms, Ihc 
ibuted back, and with a OHintenance all \ 

awful and auftere, * Hold off, fir, faid 
« flie, this is a familiarity neither becom- 
< ing you to take, nor me to grant :* the 
confufion he was in not permitting him 
to make any immediate reply ; « I di> 
• not now, continued Ihe, owe fifty pieces 
« to you. 

« No, madam,* r^ply'd he, 4 little re- 
covering bimfclf } •.' but you owe me a ^ 

• ** heart 
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* heart in return for that I have devoted 

* to yoii.* — * I have nothing to do with 

* your heart, refutn'd Ihe ; and as for mine 

* it is my husband*s due/ — * If you really 

* think lo, madam, cried he, wherefore 

* did you flatter me laft night with ha- 

* vingfo large a part?* — * What happen- 

* ed laft night, faid Ihe, was merely ac- 

* cidental •, I had loft ail my money, an4 

* die debts we contraft at play, you 
\ know, are debts of honour ; but where 

* my own is not concerned, be aflured I 

* (hall always have a juft regard for that 
« pf niy husband's.* 

In fpite of the confternadon Jemmy 
was in, he could not refrain fmiling at 
the diftinftion this lady made, and with 
an air, which had fomething of contemp- 
tuous in it, ' I thought madam, faid he, 
« that the honour of the husband and the 
« wife had always been infeparable. 

• They are {o^ I allow, anfwerM fhe ; 

* but neceflity fometimcs compels a wo- 

* man to do what otherwife (he would 
'« not be guilty of; therefore I beg you 

* will think no more of what has hap- 

* pened, it was a foolifti affair indeed ; 
« but as it cannot be recali'd, (hould be 



forgotten/ 



He 
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He was about to make ibtne rq>Iy^»> 
which it is likely would not have been 
very plcafing to her ^ but Ihe went to the 
door and callM to know if the chariot 
was ready^ and being told it was, ^ Adieu^ 

* mr. Jeflamy, faid fhe, I am obliged to 

• attend the princefe j I hope whenever 

* we meet, you will always treat oic as 

• the wife of lord *»V 

She had no iboner fpoke thefe wonb 
than ihe Ihot like lightning out of the 
room, l^iving Jeminy in a (ituation of 
mind not eafy to be defcribed, or even 
conceived, by any one who ha^ not been 
under the fame circumftance;. 

It was not that his pride was fo much 
mortify ed at this unwp^<3^?d rebuff, as 
his comprehenfion was confounded at it^ 
being given ; the more he endeavoured tp 
fathom the myfterious meaning, the more 
he wa& ^orb'd in wonder ; in fine, he 
knew not what to .think, nor by what 
motive to account for a proceeding Ip 
jftrange, fo contradiftory to the very na- 
ture of the fex. 

The firft Ihock rf any thing is very 
eliUcult to be concealed ; — : the fpirits, 
when fuddenly alarm'd, are in a huiry for 

a while. 
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awhile, then fink into as extreme a Ian* 
guor. — Jemmy dined that day at a ta*. 
vern, by an appointment he h2id madft 
with fome gentlemen of his acquaintance \ 
but neithA their converfation, nor the 
giafs which went brifkly about, had th« 
power of diflipatinghis chagrin, w dri^ 
ring Liberia entirely from his thougjbts. 

The lead air of ferioufneg in perfoni 
of an extraordinary vivacity cannot fail 
of being taken notice of j — Jemmy was 
looked upon as the life and ibul of all 
the company he went into ; and now to 
find him, inftead of mfpiring others with 
good humour, ftand in need of being in* 
fpired himfelf, made e%ry one defivous 
of knowing what had occa(ion::d this 
fudden transformation ; but the aTair was 
not a thing proper to be talked on, and 
he evaded giving wy" direft anfwer to 
the qju^ftioJM put iK>^aa «ii this \m^ ' 

He did not long, howeimr^ preferve a 
taciturnity ctn this occafioft, which was 
pretty painful to him \ — -- the company 
bdng broke up, and only one geotlman^ 
with whom he had a grater intimacy 
than with any of the otherl^ ftaving be-i- 
hind, he could not forbear fpeaking of 
what fo much engrois*d his thoughts i 
in fine, he related tf> hkn tht whoili hi£- 
F 4 lory 
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tory of his late iwhimfical adventure, 
concealing only the name of the honoine 
concerned in it 

' But how ftrangdy was lie difappoint- 
^9 when inftead of hearing his triend 
exprefs fome aftomflinaent, as he expeAed 
he woold have done, at an event fo new 
and uncommon, he only burft into fuch 
a violent fit of laughter as hindered him 
irom fpeaking for fomb moments. 

* What, trieu Jemmy, I fuppofc the 

* ftory I have been telling you is too ro- 
< mantic to be believed, and you fufpeft 

* I have been endeavouring all this while 
^ to impofe upon your undcrftanding an 

* invention of my own, in the room of 
« a real faft ? 

r 

* No, upon my word, rcply*d the o- 

* thcr, I am fo confident of t4ie trqth<^ 
' • all you have repeated, that upon occa- 

* ilon I would be your voucher for every 
« particular of it 5 — but what made me 

* 10 merry was, the great care you have 

f taken in keeping the name of this fine ♦. 

k lady a fecret ; — What will you fay 

^ now, continued he, if I tdl you at once 

* that I am Very certain no woman but 
« Liberia is capable of behaving in the 

* manner you have defcrib^d ? 

7 • /Liberia 
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Liberia hcrfclf had fcarce g^ren Jemmy 
more furprife than his friend did in men- 
tioning her as the pcrfon they i««re talk- 
ing of. « Liberia, cried he. What haw 
« I faid to raife fuch a conje^urc in yout 

« Nothing, upon my foul, anfwer'd the 

* other •, you have nothing to accufe 
« yourfclf of in this point, and might 
« hare tojd the ftory to five hundred 
« people without any one of them being 
« able to guefs at the woman j -^ it is 
« not my penetration but my experienco, 
.« has let me into the fccret of this .mat- 

* ter i— and to make you matter of an 

* other, I nuift tell you that I have been 
« beforchwid with you. \ ' 

• • * > 

Jemmy, not perfectly comprehending 
tbefe words, aflccd what he meant ? • It 

* happened, faid he, the other day, that one 

* evening I play*d at the fame table with 
« this extraordinary lady 1 — I fwept the 

* ftakes, and Jttie being out of cafh^ \w 

* went on upon credit ; — fortune ftiil was 
« on my fidc; — fhe loft a eonfiderablc 

* fum to- me, which I had the fame 

* equivalent for that Ihe beftow*don you»; 

* and when I waited on her feme days 
' afterwards, in order to repeat my de»* 

* voirs, received alfo juft the fame re- 

* ' F 5 • pulfe 
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pulfe you did, and found that it was 
oer humour ; — - no play —-no love. 

^ Then neither of us, cried Jemmy, 
are obliged for the favours we havete- 
ceiv^d to mi amorous inclination on 
her part/ ♦ No, faith, rcplyM his friend, 
I radier take her to be one of the in- 
fenfibl^ ;hat way ; — but her luft of 
gaming is. infatiate ; •— ihe would be 
eternally at.it, — thers all the paflions 
of her ibul are centered; and th^igh 
at piefent a profieft enemy to reKgion, 
would be the greateft devotee imamn* 
Thkf were fiie once perfuaded f£»re 
were gaming-tables in heaven. * 

« In fine, my doar Jemmy, purfi|M 
he, the cafe ftands thus,— (he lofes more 
1^ play in one month, perhaps, than 
the rent-roU of lord * **s ^ace pro- 
duces ^ a year ( and being, either 
throudi fear or tend^nefs, unwilling 
to mwe bim^ acquainied w^ her m 
luck, prudently takes tfao> mediod you 
an^ I have experienced, of fadsfying 
the winners, and thinly, herielf no iU 
wife in to doi^ ^ finte ihe fi^eits her 
husband's hcmour only to prefore his 
peace^and i^ver r^atshertnm%itffion 
with the. feme ma&, unkfi compdlM to 

« it 
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« it by afecond neceflity of the like fta« 
* turc/ 

Jemmy being now, by thii detail^ en- 
tirely freed from the perplexity of 
thoi^ht which thefirft ibrprize at the 
ftrangenefs of Liberia's behaviour had 
involved him in, it is not to b6 doubted 
but that thefe two young jeiukmea were 
pleafant enough on the aQair in queflioiv - 
and mutually laugh'd at each other for 
the diiappoinrmpnt each -of tfasom had re*' 
ceived, in ima^piog thjsy iMid been &- 
Touped wit^ ^ pecntimr liking by tfatt 

!^eitieff of t^n) having any engage* 
menti on ch^ hwd9« tbry pa&M the 
wMe^Qvefung fp^th^r till ihp nighl 
was very far advanced, and called ttoa 
to repofe ; during all which time little 
dtft \m LU)«ria w^ talked 0% 

Bui as^ihf iqpetition <^a convierOtdon^ 
Iimi»^d 4MI fu<#h a topic, might not be 
Tesy agFCfdble ^ fuch of our readers as 
w« ihouki be moft ftudbHis to oblige 1 
vA heii4tt^ woul4' be^ not at tl\ niate- 
4rial to the bufinefs of this hiftory, we 
oiai^.tealiMiably hope teing ^)y tsai^u&d 
<9^ pa^iflg H «vor ^ (ilMCe^ 

• F« CHAP. 
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C HAP. X. 

Affords but fmall matter of entertain^ 
ment ; yet^ if- well €onfider% may be 
^JJl^gular life tofome readers. 

THERE is a ctrtain haughty iur* 
linefs ahnoft inherent to old age, 
which will not letf)Cople,whcn they come 
to be any thing advanced in years, allow 
the leaft fliare of underftanding in thofc 
ef a younger fort ;— they treat iketti as 
inere idiots, incapdible of comparing, -^ 
judgpig, or even of knowi(ig right from 
wroiig. 

But this is a partiality wWch betr ay§ 
that want ef difcernment in themfdves 
which they acdife iri others f-^^^if youth, 
through too much fire, iskdJfted to^^^i 
nity, raflinefs and- impetUofity ; '^ge, 
through too much phlegm; is no "Icfe 
liable, to pegvifhnefs, — ottftinacy^ 5artd 
pride: — in 'both, the -fatilts of- coiiftiCff- 
4tion have but too great -an^ffeftJuj^lJ^te 
will, and deprive reafon of fcalf-»ib fei^. 

' ^' ^- * :' /The 
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The faculties of the mind certainly de- 
.cay, and grow weaker in proportion as 
the vigour of the body is impaired ; — a 
kcennefs' of conception, — a rcadinefs of 
thought, and what is generally call'd 
wit, are the gifts of youth ; — when the 
organs, through which the foul is faid to 
operate, are in their full ,ftrength as na- 
ture made them, unobftrufted by difeafes, 
and unworn by time. — Age is chiefly 
wife by experience, and by improving 
thofe obfervations^ which a long (cries of 
years had treafured up. 

It muft therefore be allowed, that young 
peopI<5 are far from being incapable of 
making the moil juft refledioas \ but 
the bait9 of fenfe^ — the excitements of 

Sleafure, and the whirl of a thoufand 
ifferent paffions, which inceflantly agitate 
the ideas, prevent thofe reflexions from 
cnakiAg any iafting impreflion, and con- 
ibquently fr6m being of any real ufe in. 
'F^C^atiiig their adions i — fo that they 
•cart be* faid to te difciieet only by ftarts j 
and it is in this alone that all the boaft- 
:ed advantajges |of age conflHs. 

' • Mbthing^ was Jftver more flriftly trite 
' than JWha* that ttkhr^ted poet, mr. ^ Dry- 
•dt^n, fays, when ipeaking of the difference 

between 
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between youth and age» hit exprefib the, 
whole ftnfe of tha argument in tfaefe 
two equally elegant and CMiprehe^fiifc 
lines : 

Experience vainly in ow y(H2th is 

fought^ 
And, by age purch?is*d, is too dearly 

bought* 

Our Jemmy wat om of thpfe wh0 
newr did any thing which meaion could 
condemn, without being ii^mcdt^^ly 
felf-convifted and aflxamed of his error^ 
though, as I faid before, difough the fire 
of youth, -— the ench^tmqits of plea^ 
fure, and the prcval^pce of ex^mj^, he 
could npt fpn^tiiaeft avoid Ming agtti& 
into the fame. '* 

As to play in particu!ajr> witbofut any 
ectraordinary propwfay of his own, lie 
was frequ^tly drawn in to nuk«.apafft:y 
at feveral gaming-tablcs> bQtl\ prtvatt 
and{mblic, yet did he $smtt mmSb Ui 
what money he bad loft without .faesag 
convinced be could not have difpofed of 
it a worfe way v — nor dill* he ever wio 
of any gentleman^ whofe cifciunftances 
he knew could not. wriil bear a dttatnu- 
tiQn> wtfhout beiGig fliofikU.to the finil 

for 
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or having btib^ one of thofe wiio had 
contribucoi to his misforcune. 

He was pcrfcftly fenfibk both rf die 
vice and folly of gaming, as at prefent 
prafticed Among almoft all degrees of 
people \ and flood amaz*d whenever he 
rccoUedted, that be had feen men oi the 
firft figure and fortune in the kingdom^ 
not only condefcend to mix in company 
with the common Jharpers and gamblers 
of the town, but aifo to make ufe of the 
fanae low arts they did, Jn order to force 
chance as it were, to be theur friend. 

He could not thindi, without a mixture 
of pity and contempt on thc^e, who n^- 
ienng the accounts of their eftates, and 
cnifting all to their ftcwards and bailift, 
.boafl»d how well they were verfed in 
snr. Hoyle's calcuiacion in the cutting of 
a padc of cards, and fwear five pieces an 
how -was too fmali pay for the inilruc- 
tkMis of fo teamed a doAor in the gre^t^ 
myfterious, and moft polite ftieace of 
gaming. 

He very ofteft run ovir in his miiid 
all the various amdemmti of the ttwn ; 
and on comparing ttem with this of 
gaming, none of than leein'd to htm to 
have to fmall a plea kx eogicoffii^ cither 

the 
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the time or attention of a man of fenfc 
and honour. 



« Every other pleafurc or diverfion, 
faid he within himfelf, have fomething 
in them deferving of that name ; they 
either regale the fenfes, or exercifc the 
body, or relieve the mind ; but gam- 
ing is the contrary of all thefe ; it im- 
pedes the gratification of our moft na* 
tural appetites, it enervates the limbs 
with too long fitting, it racks the brain 
with cares, it fills the bofom. with 
anxieties, and in fine, is a fatigue, which 
were it not the efFe6t of our own free 
choice, would be intolerable. 

^ Nor is this all^ would he £3metime$ 
add ^ an inordinate love of gaming cer- 
tainly proceeds from avarice, the tooft 
fordid paflion of the heart, and con- 
fequently deflroys all that is generous; 
noble, and fincere;- deadens that focial 
feel, that: kindly warm^, which nature 
/has;imfiianC8d in tills towards, our fellow 
creatures •, and renders the man dsvo* 
ted to this vice capable of no other 
"•Wifti'than ta- cnjoy'thc infamous tri- 
ain^h of beating' olf the Xpoiis of him 
Jwhe plays:«gamft,JthDUgh.it Ihouldevcn 
happcfiJ t€>fbe Jone he calls his friend, 
xSft^ dbft :^wiio 'miiK be cpcir^ly^ ruined by 
- the 
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' the lofs of what he is now in pofleflloti 

* of, through the favour of fortune, or 

* a fuperior fkill in the deftruftive art.* 

. He concluded from . ail this, that to 
undo others, or be undone onefelf, was 
the almoft certain confequence ot gaming 
high ^ for which reafon he made many 
relblutions to avoid it as much as poffible; 
and indeed perfifted in them more than 
could be well expedted from a man of hia 
gay temper, and who, by the company 
he kept, was continually lurrounded with 
temptations of that fort. 

But if he thought the love of play fo 
pernicious a thing in thofe of his own 
fcx, in what li^ht muft he behold it in 
regard to thofe of the other ? — He had 
read fome old mufty authors, who main* 
tained that modefty was the peculiar 
cbaradkeriftic of womanhood ; that an in- 
nocence of deportment was the chief beau- 
ty of a virgin ; and oeconprny in private, 
and a decent refcrve in public, that of a 
married woman ; and he could not get 
it out of his head but that thefe maxims 
were juft contrary, as they were to what 
he had feen praftifed at play by fome 
ladies, who pafs for patterns of politc- 
nefs and faihionable ^>od breeding ; and 
in comparing the difference, he eould not 

forbear 
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forbear crying out, — * Sure^ when the/* 

* books were wrote» gaming was a thing 

• never heard of among women P 

Thefe. having always. been his notions, 
ijt could not be otherwifib but that tho 
example of Liberia rauft greatly contri- 
bute to fortify them in him, as he had 
now experienced what he had many times 
been told by thofe better acquainted with 
the ladies, that thofe debts, which are 
called debts of honour, arc frequcndy difr 
charged by lofs of honour. 

* What an amiable figure in lite might 
this woman make, faid he, fpeaking^ of 
Liberia, if it were not for this mad 
attachment to gaming ?— 1 dare believe 
(he has no vicious inclinations of her 
own^ and her quality and nnarriage wick 
lord • * deft^ds her from all imperttf^ , 
nent addreBesofpur fex. — ^How ftrange 
then is the infatuation which compels 
her to run the fatal rifijue of being ttr 
duced to yield fuch condefcentions, as 
otherwifeher prufe would fccMrn, and 
her virtue ftiuader at !* 

He never ruminated in this manner 
without falling immediately after into a 
]»t>found refverie, which whoever had 
ieen him in would not have takea him 

for 
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for that gay, laughing, fpirituous crea- 
ture he appeared at other times ^ but it 
generally happens that perfons of th^ 
humour, when the/ think at all,' think 
more deeply than thofe of a heavy and 
phlegmatic diijpotition. 

The many mifchicfs which ibmetimes 
befall the fair fex, by indulging themfelves 
in this dangerous amufement, made him 
tremble for Jenny \ he knew fhe played 
occafionally, but though he had never, 
heard her tcftify any extraordinary plea- 
fure in it, yet he could not affure him- 
felf that ihe might not, by degrees, be 
drawn into a better liking of it, and 
confequcntly become liable to the fame 
inconvenicricies, to which fo many others 
pf her fex were every day fubjeded. 

Love, friendfhip, and*^ the confidera- 
tion of his own intereft and honour, as 
Jenny was one day to .become his wife, 
obliged him therefore to do every thing 
in his power to prevent fo great an evil ; 
nor could he think of any method more 
effectual for that end, than by reminding 
her, in a delicate way, and without feem* 
ing to do it with defign, of the dangers 
to which women who love play, could 
not fail of being expofed« 

He 
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He had no fooncr thought on this, 
than he refolved to put it into immediate 
execution ; and to give the greater weight 
to what he intended to" fay, ranfack'd 
his memory for all the alarming circum- 
ftances of a gaming-table,* that he had 
ever either Icen or heard of. 



CHAP. XL 

A little more to the purpofe. 

JEMMY knew that his fair miftrefs 
kept a great deal of company, and 
that moft of her afternoons were taken 
up with giving and receiving vifits ; — 
whenever, therefore, he had any parti- 
cular converfation to entertain her with, 
he always- went to her in a morning •, 
the bufmefs he had now to communicate 
fecming to him of too much importance 
to be delayed, his impatience carried 
him thither, more early than was his 
cuftom ; yet had he not the fatisfadtion 
of finding her alone ; the two lovely 
daughters of mrs. G — : were juft gone up 
ftairs before him ; but he was not much 
difconcerted at their prefe:nce, as he faw 
they were in their defhabillee, and he 
could not doubt but that the hour of the 

day 
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djiy would foon call them home, in. order 
to ornament thofe charms which were too 
much admired not to make them de* 
firous of ihewing them to the beft advan- 
tage, whenever they appeared in public 
places, which they ieldom pr rather ne- 
ver faird to take all opportunities of 
doing. 

Thefe ladies, whofc hiftory it is pro- 
bable will fome time or other make a 
very interefting figure in the worlds were 
diftinguilh'd more by the name of the 
two beautiful fifters, than by that of their 
family v they were, indeed, lovely be- 
yond what language can defcribe, or 
tancy, without feeing them, delineate ; 
both .of thein were tall, . finely Ihaped, 
of a mjft graceful air, had the moft re- 
gular features ; ey^M at once command- 
ing and attrafting* love and 'admiration ; 
and fo equally had nature dealt her boun- 
ties to them, that hard it is to fay which 
of them excelled in any one of thofc pcr- 
fe&ions which each poflcfs'd in fo laviih 
an abundance. 

But being fo alike beautiful was cer- 
tainly a misfortune to them j for each 
fceming moft lovely when the other was 
away, yet neither of them having the pre- 
ference when together, * the beholder's 

eye 
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eye was kept in a continual motion, 
without knowing on which to fix ; and 
this it was, which, joinM with fome other 
coniidcrations not my bufinels to enquire 
into, that perhaps kept them much Ion- 
ger from being .married, than many who 
have not the thoufandth part of their 
power of charming. 

This confidcration, however, leem*d 
to have but little weight with them ; they 
lived in the moft perfcft harmony, were 
rarely fecn afunder, — whether at the play, 
the opera,-^the court,^the mall,*— vaux- 
hall, — ranelagh, in all places of refort 
they were infeparable as the twin ftars 
that grace the 2odiac. 

In fine, fo much the fame in every 
refpeft was this |wir oi charmers, that if 
mr. Waller had lived in their days, one 
would have imagined he could have no 
other in his eye when he wrote thefe lines ; 

Not the filver Doves that fly, 

Yoak'd in Cytharca's car ; 
Not the wings which foar fo high. 

And convey her fon fo far. 
Are fo lovely, fweet and fair. 

Or do more ennoble love. 
Are fo choicely matched a pair. 

Or with more confent to move. 

' For^ 
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Fortunately for Jemmy's defign, it fo. 
fcU out thai the converfation turned 
chiefly on the fubjeft of gaming oa ac- 
count of a certain lady, who having no 
more than five and twenty hundred 
pounds per annum, had, according to 
»er own confeflion, loft nine thoufand in 
one feafon at play. 

Jenny exprefs'd, with lb much warmth 
and fpirit, the contempt fhe had of thofe 
who made a kind of bufinefs, or trade, 
as it \Were of this amnfement, as fuffi- 
ciently denoted the finccrity of her heart, 
while (he was fpeakirfg, and gave Jemmy 
an infinite fatisfaftion in hearing her. 

. The two beautiful lifters made but a 
very flioitvifit,a^ Jemmy had conjeftu- 
red, and after they were gone, he refum* 
cd the topic they had all been talking 
on ; * You women^ faid he fmiiing, have 
^ much the advantage over us men ; fome 

♦ of you, at leaft, haye been ii^niou^ 

* enough to have found out a very eafy 

• method of (fifcharging all the debts 

♦ they contraxSk at play : I could give you^ 
» continued he, a thoufand inftances of 
« what I fey ; but fhall content myfelf 

* with only one, in which a friend o( mine 

* mad? me the confidant, and on whofe 

♦ veracity 
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« veracity I dare as much depend, as if 

* I had been in his place, and one ot the 

* chief parties concewi*d in it/ 

Finding Jenny look*d eameftly upon 
him all the time he had been (peaking, 
and feem*d in a dilpofition to give atten- 
tion to every thing he faid upon that 
fobjeft, he went on, and related to her, 
with as much brevity and modefty as 
fuch an ^Sair would permit, all that had 
pafs*d between himfelf, Liberia, and the 
other gentleman, who had been a fliarer 
with him in the favour of that lady, 
hiding from her only the nafmes and fome 
few circumftances which might have gi- 
ven her room to guefs more than he 
wifh'd flie fliould do. 

Jenny was fliock'd to xkt very* foul at 
this recital ; flie had beeii witnefs of 
many extravagancies that women, who 
devote themfelvds to gaming, are 'often 
guilty of; Ihe knew very well that they 
rtducedthemfelves to great fl:reights,fome- 
times eVen to the total ruin of their own 
and husbailds fortune j but could never 
have imagined that any of them,, merely 
for the fake of play, would have proceed- 
ed to tho& frightful lengths flie now was 
told of* 

\- ^^ ' .After 
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After having cxpreflcd fomc part of' 
her aftomfhment and indignation at fu<!h 
a depravity of nature, « How ought, cried 

* flic, every one to guard againft the 

* firft approaches of mis dangerous pro<^ 

* penlky! and then again, blels me I 
^ added fhe, how can any one, who has . 

* a tongue to fpe^, and common fenfc, 

* to diSate what they fay, laviih thofe, 

* hours in gaming, which might be pa&'d, 
^ in an agreeable and improving conver* 

* fation ! If no other ill confequences thatt 

* - bearly lofs oftime attended it, methinks it . 

* were enough to hinder amr one, not al- . 

* together yoid of reafon, from purfuing, > 

* with the eagernefs fomc do, art amufc- 

* ment at the beft trifling and idle.* 

It is not to be doubted but that Jemmy 
vras quite tran^orted, at finding in hit 
fair miftrefs. fentiments fo juft and fo 
exaftly conformable to thofe he had, with 
the greatcft ardency, wifh*d (he fliould be 
ini^ired with ; he had no words which 
fecm*d to him fufficient to praifc, a^ they 
deferved, her prudence and penetration, 

et faid enough on that occafion to put 

ler modefty to the bhilh. 



I 



♦ Do not fancy me to be pofTefsM of 

* more merit than I have, anfwer'd flie %, 

VoL.I. G «Ibc- 
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* I believe that many of our fex, with 

* as little inclination as myfclf to play, 
•^ have been enticed to it by the examples 

* of thofe whom we are fo filly as to 

* think it an honour to imitate, even in 

* their vices ; whatever we fee praftifed 

* by thofe ol the great world becomes a 

* law to us of .the inferior clafs ; and I 
^ can tell you, that it is not to my own 

* judgipent^ but to mere accident, t\ at 

* I am b;pL;gl>t t^ a more realonabJc 

* way of thinl>.uig. 

* You mull: know, continued (he, that 
a lady, who is a diftant relation of mine, 
took me with her one .evening to the 
route of a perfon of cpndition i there 
was ,a prodigious -deal of company, 
three large rooms made into one, and 
no Icfs than fourteen tabLs ict out for 
different fprts of gaming ; — every 
body played, and though 1 never was 
fond of cards, yet was afhamed, in fo 
public .an Affembly, not to do 4S others 
did, (o .engaged myfelf with a party 
v/ho were fitting down to whift : either 
through ^^ant of .fkill, or attention, I 
fcon left tv/enty pieces, which was all 
1 hud about ine at that time i but ha- 
ving no notion of giving over, as the 
ethers wtre.for continuing, I w^ent to 
fuy couiin, v/ho was at quadriUe at 

• - * anotb^^T 
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' another table, in order to gdt a frcfh fup- 

^ ply from her; but, to my great mortiti- 

' cation, found fhe was entirely ftript as 

' well as myfelf ^ there W^s none' ot the 

^ company, with whom I was intimate 

' enough to become 4i43orrowcr. 

* I miift confefs, puriued fhc, that I 

* then was filly enough to be heartil/ 
^ vex*d at this difappointment, and re- 
' tired to the other end pf the room, de- 

* bating within myfclf whether I ftould 

* go quite away, or ftay to fee how my 

* cDufin would behave, who I found was 

* ftill at play with the fame party Ihc 
^ had been engaged in. As I was in 

* this perplexity, th* earl of **♦, wh^ 

* had betted at our table, and been wit- 

* nefs both of my ill luck and prcfent 

* coiaiufion, -came towards me, and put- 

* ting a purfc, that fe6m*d very weighty, 

* into my hand, which he held fail: 

* gralp*d between bodi his, — It is 

* pity^ faid he, that fo fine a young 

* lady ihould be deprived of her diver- 

* fion. on any account whatever, much 

* lels on that of a little paultry cafh -, 

* accept thefe few pieces," they mav be 
' more lucky to you thm your own j 

* but if it prove otherwife, command as 

G 2 ^ many 
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4. mamr from me aft you (bail iUad la 

* needof. 

^ I proceft to you, ^ went (he ilitl oa» 
^ that J w«$& confouixided «t fifuding txif 
^ feif accofted in jtbis jootaimer, that Ihaid 
^ neitho' courage nor prcfcncc fA mind 
n enoi^h is> telisnit at firil fo impudem: 
< an oyerture, as I ought to have done; 
^ sind it was the fimplicity of n>y bcka^- 
f vioiirwhich» perhaps* imoDuraged him 
1 to proceed *, for I only afldag wkit his 
« lordfl^ip mea^tt be reply 'd.2yich an sur 
« aifid voice CufEpently esiplaaattuy of the 
^ bafe thoujghts he had of me/ * I mean 
^ to devpte myfelf^ and ail I have, at the 
^ altar of your charms; happy if .you 
^ fmile lapon d>e (acrifioe/ 

. ^ Never was any.poor creature fo ovcr- 
« whelmed wth dmereat paffions as I 
^ then was ; amazement, fhame, diidain, 

* and rage, at once rofe in my boibm, 
<. and almoft ftopp'd the paflS^e of my 
i. bceath. \ forgpt aii refped of his birth 

* and place \ and throwing the pude he 

* had. given me upon the floor,<'-*-carry 
^ your oflfers, faid 1, to thofe who want 
« them, I defpife both them and the hand 
« . from which they came, 

^ With 
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* With thefc words I burft from him 

* and rej<»n'd the compan]^ ; my coufin 

* was ftill phykig, having borroVd of 

* ibme perUm ihe was acquainted with, 

* and I kept leaning over ifae back of 

* her chair all the time -we ftay'd ; his 

* lordfhip pafsM by me more than once, 

* and difcover'd by his looks that he wa$ 

* no lefs affronted at my behaviour than 

* I had beeii at his, which, contrary to 
^ what it is likely, his vanity might make 

* him imagine, gave me mofe btishOioti 
^ than difcontent. 



* I was, however, very niuch agitated! 
to think that any mam how great foK 
ever, had dared to treat me with the free- 
dom he had done ; on coming home i 
complained of it to my covifin, but 
fhe only ridiculed mc foK it ; told mo 
I was a. novice in the ways of the. town $; 
that if ihe had been in my place, fhe 
would have taken his money and laugh'd 
at him afterwards for beftowing. it ^ ioi 
which I liked her fo ill, that I have 
ever fince avoided her as much as^ 
poffiblcr 



* Thus you fee, my diear Jemmy,* 
added fhe, on concluding her little nar- 
rative, * that my diflike of gaming is* 
* not owing to my prudence in confraer- 
G 3 • ing. 
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ing the folly of it, for I confels I never 

' thought much about the matter, but 

* merely. to my lord***^s behaviour ; 

* for certainly no young woman of com- 

* mon modcfty, if treated as I was, will 
*' ever indulge herfelf in an amufemcnt 
' that renders her virtue liable to be cx- 

* pofed to fuch infolent attacks.* 

It was not in the power of all fhc could 
fay, however, to make Jemmy defift 
from givmg- her the praifes flic defcrved, 
nor from entertaining in his mind the 
moft high idea of her underftanding, as 
well as her virtue, infomuch, that 
could he have thought himfeif equdly 
qualified in what might be expefted froin 
a husband, as flic was in every thing that 
could be wrfla*d for in a wife, he would 
have feen no reafon for delaying their 
mutual happinefs one moment. 

. But a juft confcioufnefs of fome little 
frailties, which afforded him too much 
pleafure to be able as yet to reftify, made 
him forbey to prefs her on the fubjeft 
of their marriage for the prefent. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Co7ttains a very notable injiance of 
friendJJnp a-la-mde. 

WHILE our loversr were thus en- 
deavouring to form their minds in 
fuch a manner as fhould enable them to 
render each other porfeftly happy, when 
they fliould eome to be united together, 
there were not wanting feme who made 
H their chief ftudy to contrive the means 
of feparating them for ever. 

Jemmy had contracted a very nume- 
rous acquaintance fince his father's deaths 
many of whom had a large fhare of his 
cftecm and friendfliip ; but there was one 
above the reft whcrfe humour and beha- 
viour he was particulatly taken with, 
and^ with whom he converfcd with the 
moft unreferved freedom. 

This gentleman, who was cilled Bell- 
pine, was defcended from a very ancient 
family, and had been, through the extra- 
vagance and ill management of his fa- 
ther, deprived of all that ought to have 
been his patrimony, except two hundred 
G 4 'pounds 
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pounds a year, which had been fettled 
upon his mother by way > of jointure, 
and could not be diflipated. 

He had, notwithftanding, been flat- 
ter*d with the eaqpeftation of being one 
day in poflcflion of an eftatc of near 
three thoufand pounds per annum, being 
the undoubted heir of an uncle, who ha- 
TiDg lived a batchelor till a very ad- 
vanced age, there was not the leaft pro^ 
bability of his ever changing his condi** 
tion, and much lefs of his having any 
children, eren in cafe fuch a thing fhould 
happen; and this dependance it was that 
hindred him from being bred up to any 
bufinefs or profeflion, and alfo gave 'him 
an air of felf-fufficiency, in fome mcafurt 
conformable to the fortune he fo re^n^ 
ably hoped to become mafter of. 

This uncle, however, to the extreme 
furprife of all th^ knew him^ at the age 
of eighty-^two, and equally l^den with 
infirmities and years, took, it into his 
head to marry a daughter of one of his 
tenants in the country, — a girl .fcarce 
nineteen. 

An accident fuch as thiss^ could not, 
when it happened, but give a very great 
jfiiock to Beljpine, as he could not afTure 

himfelf 
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tumielt but that, in fpUe cf his uhclc^a^ 
great ^ge, a chtld> fome way or others 
m^ht come, and cut hltn off at once 
from the inheritance he bad been made^ 
to depend uppni yet did he not fuffer 
bis fpirits to fink oa thia occafion> he: 
Father exerted them. all, in order to find 
fome m6an$ to* remedy,/ or, at kafti tor 
ajbate the aiperity of this difappointment ;. ' 
the moft feaui)le ones, he thcfught^s would 
be to procure, if poOihie, fimie genteel 
employment about courc, and^ at the 
j&me time« make his addreiQestO fome 
lady of an handfome fortune for ^ wife^ 

He wasXo^ti^g af the le^eei of the 
great for die accompIiOuneni: of his fir& 
projeft ) and cafting about in hit nyod 
where he fi:K>uld dire<%.hia couittiip wltb 
the ip^ft probability of fucceeding in the 
other, when he commenced an acquaint* 
unce \fith Jemmy ; chance brought them 
at firft tog^^her, and a mutual likii^ 
of epich otter's converfation, by degrees, 
grew up IQ that incamacy between, thexxv 
alreadyjoaention'd^ . 

Jemmy was of the moft ope» com- 
municative difpofition that man «oukl 
poffibly be ; he had very few. affairs in 
life whicb he made feciets of to any of 
thofe whom he call'd his friends > but 
G 5 with 
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with Bellpine he maintain'd no refers <? 
he made him the confidant of all his 
loofer pleaibres, his foibles^ his very 
thoughts were not conceaI*d from him ; 
it therefore may be fuppofed that he 
dilguis*d not the honourable afFeftion he 
liad for Jenny, the care that both their 
parents had taken to 43ring them up in 
notions of being united together when 
they arrived at years of maturity, and 
alio the reafons ur^'d on her fide, and 
agreed to on his, for delaying, for fome . 
time, the celebration of their nuptials. 

As his heart was warm with a paiTion, 
which duty and the cuftom of looking 
on her as the perfbn ordain'd for his 
wife, had at firfl: inipired him with, and 
a 3uft fenfibility of the many amiable 
qualities ihe was miftrtfs of, had after- 
wards greatly heighten^ in him, he ipoke 
of her in a manner fufiicient to inflame 
the heart of the hearer with envy at his 
happinefs *, in this, indeed, it muft be 
contefs*d that he Ihew'd more fincerity 
than prudence j but as one of our poets 
obferves, 

Thofe free from guile themfelvcs, can 

fcarce believe. 
That others will be falfe. - -■■■ 

L • - • ^ ^^^ 
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Nor was this all •, he contented not • 
himfelf with giving him a bear idea ©f 
what Ihe was, he introduced him to her 
acquaintance, he frequently made him a 
partner in his vifits to her, recommend- 
ed him as a perfoa highly worthy of 
her efteem and friendfhip ; and, in fine, 
fpoke of him in terms which obliged her 
to treat him as fuch 5 little, alas, fuf- 
pefting that while doing this he Was 
whetting the edge of a fword that might 
one day be pointed againft his cwn 
bofom. 

Bellpine was far from being the man 
the honeft heart of Jemmy miftook him 
for •, he was poffefs'd, it is true, of many 
accomplifliments both natural and ac- 
quired ; but had no fund either of ho- 
nour or generofity ; he knew perfeftly 
well how to^ infmuate himfelf into the 
good graces of thofehe conversed with 5 
but thought himfelf not bound to make 
an adequate return ^for any favours he 
received from them ; all his wiThes w^rc 
centered in felf-gratific^tion, and no con- 
fideratioTi for others had ever any weight 
to make him defift thdt favourite purfuit* 

Being of a difpofition flich as I have 

defcribed, it is not to be wonder*d at 

that the fine perfon and -large fortune of 

' \ G 6 Jenny 
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Jenny fliould make him envy the hap- 
pinefs of him who was to be the pofleflor 
of t^t double treafure i he k)v*d her on 
the fcorc of her beauty, her wit, and the 
many amiable qualities he had obferved 
W her i but aidored her as being the 
miftreis of ^^t he fo much wanted i 
and fiird with the idea of thofe advan- 
tages he might reap in an alliance with 
hqv made nim refolyc oa the attempt,, 
ao^ to take all the methods his invea- 
tive fancy could infpire to alienate her 
affeAions from his friend. 

He had often heard Ijexzuny iay» diat 
the agreement between them for protraft- 
iog the celebration of their niarria^ 
had been firft propofed by her ; firom 
whence he condiKied, that the pai&oh 
|he had fbr him vas not fo violent but 
that it might be ealily wididrawn,. if fhc 
was once made to believe there was a 
^ecay in that he profefi^d for her. ^ 

He was fenfible^ notwithflanding^ that 
there required a more than common fhare 
of caution and addrefs in the mans^e* 
»ent of this defign ; he faw very wcU^ 
that Jenny had a great deal of fagacity,. 
and penetration ; it behoved him there* 
iore, either to throw fuch a temptation 
in Jemmy's way as ihould render him 

in. 
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in efFeft ungrateful ani perfidious, or 
contrive fuch appearances ot his being fo,. 
as could not be difcover'd from reality 
by any human wit. 

With the firft of thefe meafures he 
commenced the profecxition of his defign, . 
though of the two the leaft fcafible to be 
«ccompli(h*d» as it was very difficult to 
find a woman who excelled Jenny in any 
ane perfcftion, that canattraft the eye, or 
captivate the h^artj * Love, faidhe withia 

* nimfelfy is feldom fo much the effeft 

* of reafon as of fancy, and if I can b^ 

* fo lucky as to prcfent an objed: capa • 

* ble of firing the heart of this too- 

* happy rival with an amorous flame,. 

* and ihe has virtue or cunning enough 
^ to refufe the gratification on any other 

* terms tlian thofe of marriage, it may 

* fo happen, that all the merits of Jenny^ 

* and his engagements, with her, will be 

* too light to over-balance inclination/ 

)He knew that Jemmy was extremely 
fc«id of mufic ; he had Teen hinl in the 
utmoft raptures on hearing a melodious 
voice, or an inflrument finely play'd 
upon ; and it was by this bait he hoped 
to allure Jemmy from his vows 5 or, at 
leafty to draw him' into fuch a manner 
ef behaviour -as fliould picque the pride 

of 
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of Jenny, and render her indifferent to^ 
wards him. 

To diflblve the cerrcat of that tender 
affcdlion, with which they now. regarded 
each other, would go a great way towards 
gaining tlie point he aim*d at ; he flat- 
terM himfelf, that if he could once ikl 
them at variance, he was at prefent 
enough in Jenny*s favour to be able to 
obtain the firft fhare in her tendernefs^ 
when taken off from the man who now 
engrofsM it. 

The perfon, whofe charms he intended 
fts the fnare to entrap the conflrancy of 
Jemmy, was caliM mifs Chit •, fhe pafs*d, 
in the opinion of mpft people, for the 
daughter of a gentleman diftinguifhed in 
the world for nothing fo much as for 
being her father ; but it was whifper'd, 
bythofe who pretended to be connioffieurs 
in the fecret intrigues of the great, that 
fhe really fpriing from parents of a much 
more elevated ilation. 

She was young, handfome, well fhap- 
ed, and though of fbmewhat too diminu- 
tive a ftature, had an air and mien ex- 
tremely ftrieking -, flie wanted neither 
wit nor afftirancc to fet off the talents 
flie was miftrefs of to' the befl: ad van- 
, tage ; 
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tage ; (he was a great courtier, and per- 
feftly fkill'd in all the rudiments of mo- 
difli good breding ; but the chief induce- 
ment that Bellpine had to make choice 
of her as the inftrument of his purpofe 
was this ; nature had given her a voice 
that fecm'd the very foul of harrrony, 
and when accompanied by her harpsi- 
chord, which fhe finely touched, the mel- 
lifluous founds had power to caJm the 
moft raging paflions of thef mind, and 
convert all into love and foft defircj fo 
that what the poet fays of Mira might 
be juftly enough fifcrib'd to her. 

The wretch^ who from her wit and 

beauty flies. 
If (he but reach hmi with her voice, 

he dies. 

Bellpine frequently vifitcd this lady,' 
and was welcome to her on account of 
his facetious converfacion, and the intelli- 
gence he pick'd up among his acquain- 
tance, and was continually bringing her 
of the intrigues of the town. As he was 
well received by her, he could ftot fail 
of being fo by_ her father, who, it was 
cafy to perceive, was but the fecond per- 
Jfon in the family j ftanding as he did 
with both, it cannot be luppofed . he 
...... ipranti-rf 
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wanted intereft to iatrodiice any oiw fee 
thought proper to her acquaintance. 

He would not,.- however, proceed too^ 
abruptly in the affair, as it might haver 
fpoil^i all, if either party had fiifpeaed 
him of defign ; but watch'd an oppor^ 
tunity, when they were talking one day 
of mufic, to afk Jemmy, in a carele& 
manner, as it were by chance> if he had 
ever heard mifs Chit fing and play ? 

* Noy reply'd he^ but I have heard Ihe 

• does both to , very great perfedhon/ 

• I wonder, faid the other, that you 
^ fliould not have d>e curiofity to be 
« judge of her Ikill that way yourfelf, as 

• you ^e fo gc?at a lover of mufic T 

* I have not the honour to be at all 
« knOwrt to her, recurn'd Jemmy, nor 

• have even ever fecnhef, anymwc than. 
« en paffant, once or twice I think at 
« court, and two or thi?ee tknes in the 
*'mall with lady* Fiik/ 

^ I am pretty free : thcte^ cncd Beli- 

• pine, and if you .have an inclination to 

• hear this female Orpheus of the towny 

• will take yo« with me, and alfo engage 
^ ihe Ihall give you a touch of her har-r 
Vmony bot^ vocal and inftru mental; 

* for. 
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* for, to do her juftice, (he has not the 

* Icaft refervc in this point ; her harp- 

* fichord is never out of tunc, nor her 

* voice difconccrted with a coldi.* 

Jemaiy exprefs'd a great deal of fa- 
tisfa^i n at this offer, but gave much 
more than what he, felt himfelf to his 
, pretended friend, who look'd on tlic 
ready compliance he found in him as a 
.happy beginning of the enterprize he had 
projefted 5 fo both being of the fame 
mind, they agreed to meet at White's 
the next day, and then proceed oil their 
viGt to the lady. 



CHAP. XIIL 

Is full of nmarkable and interefiing 
particulars. 

BE LLP IKE had no occadon to 
make any previous apology to mils 
Chit for bringing a friend wi3i him to 
vifit her, having already taken that li« 
berty, without her being difpleafed with 
it, . in favour of feveral of his compa- 
nions, who had teftified to him a defire 
of becoming acquainted with her.v 

But 
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But it was nor in this' manner he chofc 
to introduce Jemmy v— the plot he bad 
laid required they fliould appear as agree- 
able as pofnblr to each other -, — it was 
therefore highly neccffary to prepoflels her 
with fuch an idea of the perfon fhe was to 
fee, as fhould make her negleft nothii*^ 
that might fet off all the charms fhe was- 
miftrels of to tiie beft advantage- 
Having well confidered within him- 
felf under what charafter a man was like- 
ly to appear in tlie eyes of a young, — 
gay, — vain woman, he went to her pretty 
early ia the morning, and began with tel- 
ling her he waacome in behalf of a gentle- 
man, who had entreated him to be his 
interceffor for permiflru)n ^o wait on hec 
witb him that afternoon. 

This formal fpeech, from a man whole 
ufual deportment might rather be accufed 
of too little than too much ceremony, 
made her laugh very heartily : — * Blefs 

* me, — faid fhe, — what romances 

* have you been reading ! — we are not 

* fure running back, to the days of O- 

* roondatcs and Statyra ; if you have any 

* friend to bring here, what need all this 

* prelude ? you know very well that 
^ every one you introduce is welcome.' 

BcUpinc 
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Bel-pine on this threw ofF the ferious 
air he had affedled, and refumed that free 
and undaunted one which was moft na- 
tural to ,him, ^ Faith, madam, anfwer'd 

* he, I can eafi'ly join with you in laugh- 

* ing at my felt ; 1 know I muft "make an 

* odd figure in the grave ftrain, by the 

* pains 1 took in putting it on ; but I 
•. thought as I was one of cupid's har- 

* bingers^ my mefiage ought to be de- 

* liver'd in fomewhat above the common 

* phrafe.' 

* A harbinger from cupid, cried ihe •, 

* I find then. you wou)d perfuadc me you 

* have this commiffion to me from ^ 

* lover. Moft certain] y» anfwCF'd he, 

* from one who is three parts fo at leaft j 

* he is already charmed with your face, 

* your air, your fhape, and there is only 
« wanting your fine voice to complete 

* the conqucft. 

* Of whom ? demanded (he -, 'tis fit 1 

* fhould know ,the name of this new 
vaffal,' « Have a little patience, faid he, 

* and I will tell, you every thing; in the 

* firft place he is a young heir, lately 

* come to jthe poffeffion of an eftate fuffi- 

* cient to fupport a coach and fix ; in the 

* next he is handlbmc, well made, has as 
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* genteel an addrefs as any man about 

* town i laftly, he is allow'd to have 
^ wit, honour, and good nature^ and his 

* name is Jeflamy/ 

* I have fccn that gentleman, returned 

* fhe, fomewhat ferioufly ; and believe* 

* you have done him nouiorethan juftice 

* ih the reprefentation you have made of 
^ him i but I have been told he is deep* 
^ ly engaged^ and on the point of being 
^ married to a young lady of his own 

< name i I think they call her mifs Jenny 

* Jeflamy.* 

* Nothing in it, upon my honour, 
^ cried Bellpine ; I can aver to you from 

* my own knowledge, that there are na 

* two people in the world of different 
« fexes that have a more perfeA indiffie* 
^ rence for each other; there was, indeed,. 
*« fuch a thing intended for them by their 

* fathers 5 but the old men are both 

* dead, and you know, madam, we young 

* folks arc apt to pay but- little regard to 

* the injunctions ' laid upon us by thofe 

< who are no^ longer in a condijdoa to 

* refent our difobedience* 

* It is true, continuedi this artful dc- 

* ceivcr^ they fee each other very fre*» 

* quently, hold a good correfpondencc, 

con-^ 
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* converfc as friends \ but without one grain 
'^findinationon cither fide. I am very 
*^4W«dl aflijred, by what I have heard both 

* of them declare, that fhouid either of 
«* them infifl: on the performance of the 
^ covenant made between their parents, an 

* eternal breach muft infallibly enfue/ 

Jemmy and Jenny Jcflamy kept too' 
much company not to be well known in 
the polite world \ their charadcrs, their 
fortunes, and their mutual engagements, 
were no fecrct ; they were the fubjefts 
qf converfation among many who had' 
not the leaft perfonal acquaintance with 
either of them ; and it was a matter of 
furprife to every one that a marriage. 
Which, bad fo long ago been prqjefted, 
was not as yet confummated. 

As no body had pretended to. difcovcr 
any reafon for this unaccountable delay,' 
mMs Chit might eafily give credit to 
that which BcUpinc now affigned for it. 
BcUpinewatch'd her every iook^ and per-' 
ceiving that his infinuations had wrought 
thus far on her belief, proceeded to what 
t>ow feem'd to him a taik not difficult ' 
to be accQmpliih'd ; that of perfuading* 
lier Jeihmy in iseality felt Ibme begin-* 
nings af a jJaflkm for her. ■• 

' ^ You 
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• You cannot imagine, faid he, with 

* what raptures hz expreflcs himfclf con- 

* cerning you ; the firft time he faw you 

* was at court ; I was with him the fame 

* evening, and he could talk on nothing 

* but you the whole time we were tcge 

* th r. — What eyes Ihehas, — how brignt, 

* how fparkling, — what a mouth, — how 
' finely turned, — how delicate is her 

* fliape, — how enchanting is her air I' 

• Hold, mr. BcUpine,* interrupted (he, 
putting h^r hand hefore his mouth, * for 

* the lake of curiofity no more ; if you 

* go on at this rate I fhall know all be- 

* lore-hand, and he will have nothing 

* new to lay to me when he comes.' 

• Nay, rejoin'd Bellpine, I do not 

* fuppofe he will fay much to you at 

* this firft vifit, nor perhaps at the fe- 
^ cond^ or even at the third. I have 

* been told, by.thofe who have experi- 

* enced the paffion, that a true lover 

* never gets courage to declare what he 

* feels to his miftrefs till half the town 

* are apprizM of it by his behaviour ; 

* but, purfued he, you will have pene- 

* tration enougli to read in his looks M^hat 

* his lips wants boldncfs tx) i^eveal/ 

* Pilb, 
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-* Pifli, feid fee, do you think I fhall 

* give myfelf the trouble to examine his 
^ looks ? it will be time enough for me 

* to attend to them when his tongue fhall 

* have- explaiiVd the diclat.s of his 

* heart.' 

They had fcoie farther difcourfe on 
this head, and in fpit'e of the carelefs air 
ralfs Chit aftc(9:ed4;o put on, the cunning 
Bcllpinc fav/ the impreffion his words 
Jiad made upon her ; and, after adding 
all that he thought neceflary for llrength- 
cning it in her, took his leave, highly 
applauding himielf in his mind for what 
he had done. 

He met Jemmy at the appointed hour 
at the chocolate houfe, and about tea 
time went with him on their purpofed 
vifit J on his fending up his name they 
were immediately fhew d to the room 
where miis Chit was fitting -, v/hen he 
found, by the great care fee had taken 
in her drefs, and the exacStneis of every 
thing about her, that he had not flattered 
hioilelf with a vain conjedure, but (fhat 
fee was indeed as defirous as he could 
wife of appearing lovely in the eyes of 
this new giitll. ^ 

Jemmy, 
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Jemmy, being prefentcd her by Bell- 
pine,- faluted her with the utmoft g^lan* 
try i ftie received him with a becoming 
modefty, which, notwithftanding, had* 
fomething of inviting in it ; the conver- 
fation at firft turnM only on general to- 
pics; but Bcilpine would not fufFer it 
to continue fo, and told her, in his 
ufuai free manner, that he Ihould not 
think himfelf forgiven for the liberty he 
had taken, till fhe had obhged both him 
and his friend with a fong and a touch 
of her harpfichord. 

To this (he replied, with a Iprightly 
tone of voice and gefture, that what- 
ever he might think of her, fhe had 
too much complaifance for a.ftranger, 
who fecm*d fo well to deferve it, not to 
do every thing in her power to render 
the vifit he had favoured her with agree- 
able to him. 

In Ipeaking thefe words fhe fat down 
to her inftrument, and, without waiting 
for any more intreaties, began to (ing 
one of the. moft favourite airs in mr. 
Handel's laft oratorio. 

As fhe had in reality a very fine voice, 
grejtt fkill in mufic, and played admira^ 

biy 
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bly well, there was no occafion that 

Jemmy Ihould ftretch truth to a pitch to > 
igh in exprefling the pleafure he took in 
hearing her. 

But it was not in mere words alone he 
teftified the mighty influence that the well 
concerted notes had over him'; — he lan- 
guiflied, — he died, — his foul feem*d all 
abforbM, — diJTolv'd in extacy ; — and 
he not only fpoke, but looked in fuch a 
manner as without being prepoflefs'd, 
as ihe was, with an opinion of his ha- 
ving a paffion for her, might well make 
her believe fhe' had other charms for 
him befides thofc of her voice and (kill 
in mufic. 

As often 'as fiie gave over, Bellpine 
prefs'd her* to renew the harmony ; and 
fometimes Jemmy affumed the boldnefs 
to fecond a petition, which he was very 
fenfible was made entirely on his ac- 
count. The lady was. not refractory to 
their united iatrj?aties, and continued 
playing till her father came into her 
room. 

The ufual compliments being paft, 
they all fat down and entered into con- 
verfation ; but whatever fubje<5t was 
Aarted by the old gentleman, cither the 

Vol. L H one 
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one or the other' of mifs Chit's vifitors 
had the addrefs to turn it on the praife 
ofmufic, and the perfeftion which fhe 
had attained to in that fcience. 

Jemmy faid many things which might 
feem extravagant on this occafion \ but 
thinking he had ftay*d long enough for 
a firft vifit, rofe up and was preparing to 
take his leave, when mr. Chit, .who had 
been tutor' d before-hand by his daughter 
how he fhould- behave, would not fufFcr 
him to fpeak of going, feiz'd upon his 
hat and gloves, and faid that if his 
daughter had afforded them any enter- 
tainment, it was owing to him for ha- 
ving provided the beft mailers for her ; 
and he therefore expefted they would 
recompence him for it, by giving him 
their company the remainder of the 
evening -, adding, that fupper was juft 
ready to be fcrved up, 

Tcmmy would fain have excufed him- 
felf, as he had an appointment which he 
was very unwilling to break ; but there 
was no reiifting the prefent kind com- 
pulfion, efjjcCially as mifs Chit conde- 
Icended to join her intreaties with her 
father's ; he therefore comply'd and con- 
tented himfelf with fending an apology 
to thofe who expedcd his coming. 

'" The 
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The collation prepared for them was 
fo elegant, the old gentleman's conver- 
fation fo facetious, and his daughter's 
mufic fo delightful, that the night was 
almoft loft in morning-dawn when Jemmy 
^id his falfe friend came away-, but 
what ufe the latter made of this long 
Vifit the reader will very fooa difcover. 



I 



CHAP. XIV. 

Seems bi^g with the promife of fqme 
mighty matters hereafter to be brought 
to light. 

T was fo very late when the little 
company broke up, that Bellpine had 
no opportunity of putting any queftions 
to Jemmy concerning his fentiments of 
the lady he had introduced him to ; 
and as they lived different ways, took 
leave of each other at mr. Chit's door, 
without any farther fpeech that night. 

Full of impatience, however, for the 

fuccefs of his pernicious plot, he went 

pretty early the next morning to his 

houfe 5 and, according to his wilh, found 

Ha him 
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him quite alone, and not yet ready to 

go abroad. 

He was fcarce fat down, when he had 
the fatisfaclion of hearing Jemmy him- 
I'eif prepare the way for the converfation 
he intended to entertain him with, by 
-thanking him for the pleafure he had en- 
joyed the night before through his means. 

. * I wifti from my foul, reply'd this 

♦ wicked incendiary, that it were in my 
« power to procure you a much more 

♦ ample and fubftantial one ; mufic in- 

♦ dulges no miore than a fingle fenfe, 
.* mifs Chit has charms that might en- 
*» grofs the whole five. — Ah, Jemmy, — 

< continued he, embracing him, what a 
« heaven it would be, after an hour or 

< two of dalliance, to be luUM to flecp 

< bfy that angelic voice, preffing at the 

♦ fame time the , ruby lips whence the 
« tranfporting founds proceeded! and 
« then, ye gods, awake to a new raptures 
f and repeated biifs.* 

Jemmy laughM heartily at the extafy 
which the other afFeded to feel through 
the force of imagination. * You wifh 

♦ me a happinefe, cried he, yet fpeak, . 

♦ methinks, as if you could not avoid 

♦ being one gf thofc who would envy rac 

! the 
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* the pofleflion of it ; but my dear friend, 

* added he, you have no need to be 

* under any apprehenfiohs on that fcore ; 

* for to deal fincerely, I like mifs Chit 

* as a mufician, but Ihali never think of 
' her as a woman.* 

Thefe words gave a moft terrible (hock 
to the high-raifed expedations of B.ll- 
pinev but, as he was mafter of an un-r 
common fhare of artifice, and an equal 
prefence of mind, it was eafy for him 
to conceal one emotion under the fhcw- 
of another ; and,, darting b.ck with, a 
well ' counterfeited furprife, * Impofuble, 

* cried he, you cannot fure be fo infen-* 

* fible, lb altogether untouched witb 
« charms. that half the town. are running 
« mad after !' 

♦ 

«. You know, anfwcr'd Jemmy, with a 

« very ferious air, I am under engage- 

« ments eifewhere, which will not permit 

* me to make my addrefles to her or 

* any other woman ,upon honourable 

* terms ;. and I cannot fuppofe they would 
« be accepted by mifs Chit if ofFer'd with 

* a view of a different nature.* 

* I cannot flatter you fo far as that, 

« indeed,' reply'd he, ftill difconcertcd, 

andimore fo, when Jemmy haftily rc- 

H 3 joinM, 
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join'd, « I wonder, Bellpine, that having 

* fo juft a fenfe of the lady's merit, you 

* never made your court to her your- 
•felf?' 

On an interrogatory fo unthought on, 
all his audacity forfook him ; he was lilent 
for fome moments, but at length re- 
covering himfelf, his ready wit furnifh'd 
him with an excufe which feem*d plau- 
fible enough, and was certainly the only 
one that could have had the leaft ap- 
pearance of finccrity. 

^ I (hall diiguiie nothing of the trutk 
from you, faid he ; to be plain then, 
it is my vexatious circumftanccs which 
alone deter me ; fince my uncle has 
taken a ftep that may poffibly deprive 
me of the inheritance I was born to 
cxpeA, I have no dowry to' offer with 
my fervices -, a woman that has money 
demands a jointure adequate to thefum 
llie brings •, and for me to marry one 
whofeonly portion is her beauty and good 
qualities, would render both her and 
myfelf for ever miferable ; fo that 
whether mifs Chit is, or is not a for- 
tune, (he is quite out of the queftion 
with me as a wife.* 

He 
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He Tpokeall this with fo much fecrn- 
ing candour and opennefs ot heart, that 
. Jemmy thought himfelf more than ever 
confirm'd in the opinion he had always 
enterrain'd of the good fenfe and honour 
of his friend •, and readily agreed with 
him, that where a marriage was confum- 
mated between two perfons, neither oi" 
-whom had a fufBcient competency, it- 
could not fail of making both parties 
equally unhappy, and alfo of entailing 
lafting wretchednefs on their pofterity. 

Bellpine foon grew weary of this dif- 
courfe, as it had no connexion with his 
prefent views ; and therefore made his 
vifit much ftiarter than he at -firft had 
intended it, and retired to a place where 
he might give a loofe to his difcontcnt, 
and contrive fome other means of bring- 
ing his defigns to perfeftion, fince thofe 
te had already cflayM had proved fo 
ineffcdfcual. 

As it was not in his power to make 
Jemmy become guilty in fad, his next 
refource was to make him appear fo : 
to blacken him by any ill report diredly 
to Jenny herfelf, he knew would be in 
vain, and treated with contempt by a 
woman of her penetration ^ hft therefore 
H 4. took 
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took a more artful and more ,fure, tho* 
flow method of infufing the poifon of 
jealoufy and indignation into her foul 5 
he gave it out in whifpefs, in^endoes, 
and dark hints, among thofc whom he 
found fond of fcandal and of explaining 
myfteries of that kind, that Jemmy had 
an utter averfion to Jenny in his heart ; 
that he was feeking fome excufe to break 
entirely with her ; and that it was miis 
Chit who had caufed this change in him r 
he had no great caufe to doubt but that 
this rumour would fpread from one to . - 
another through the town, and become 
fo much the univerfal fecret,that it could 
not fail of reaching Jenny's ears ; antl* 
then he concluded that it would, hy de- 
grees, fteal itfeif into her belief. 

As Jemmy was a man of pleafure, and. 
did not live without many tranfient 
amours; it may feem a litdc ftrangc to 
fome people that Bellpine^ who by his 
intimacy with him, could not be a- 
itrange'r to the errors of his condudt, 
did not chufe to get communicated to 
Jenny fueh things as a very fmall eh- « 
Quiry would convince her were true, ra- 
dier than endeavour to alarm, her with, 
reports which had no fouadation- iafach 

But 
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But this was not BeBpine's way of 
reafoning ; he rightly Judged, that a wo- 
man of 'Jfenny*s underftanding might 
cafily be brought to forgive the frailties 
of youth and nature in a man of Jemmy's 
gay and volatile difpofition ; but would 
be irreconcileable, implacable, if once 
^ made to believe he addrefs'd any other 
upon honourable terms. 

It is eafy f©r perfons capable of invent- 
ing falfhoods to propagate them in fuch a 
manner as to make them pafs current for 
a time, and yet avoid any deteftion of 
tiieir being the authors of it ; it is not 
by faying direftly a thing is fo, that a 
ftory fa much gains credit, as by half 
words, — winks, — -nods, and other fuch 
like geftures •, — thefe are the traps which 
cat<:h the unwary, and' give an air of 
reality to that which has no exiftence. 
Bcllpine at Icaft was well verfed in this^ 
art, and pradlifed it with fuch fuccefs a% 
to the matter in queftion, and was fo far 
from being fufpefted of having raifed 
this report, that he has often been afk'd 
by thofe who heard from other hands 
. what his opinion was concerning the truth 
of it. 

H 5 Jenny, 
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Jenny, on account of her many ac- 
complilhments and good nature, was Co 
generally beloved by thofe who knew her, 
and her character in fuch eftimation 
with thofe who were not perfonally ac- 
quainted with her, that none could hear, 
without the moft extreme furprife, that 
Ihe was about to be forfaken by a man 
who from his very infancy had been 
taught to look upon her as his future 
wiie, and for whom (he nfade no fecret 
of having the mpft tender affeftion. 

But whenever this fubjeft was men- 
tion*d to Bel [pine, as it frequently' fo 
happened, he affefted to hang down his 
head and be entirely filent ; or, if defir'd 
by fome one or other of the company to 
fpeak his thoughts, * I am no judge of 

* the affair^ would he fay, mr. Jeffamy 

* is my friend, and I ihould be loth to 

* think him capable of a bad adioKj 
« mifs Jenny is certainly a fine girl, and 

* fo is mifs Chit ; if he has changed his 

* fentiments he doubtlefs has his reafons, 

* but 1 know nothing of it.' 

His intimacy with Jemmy was fo well 

known, that thcfe undeterminate anfwers; 

i^rom him gave more credit to the llory 

th.aA 
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than the moft pofitive aflurance^ gi^ven. 
by any other perfon could have done. 

Nor was this all ; tp give the greater 
appearances of the truth of what he- 
thought it was fo much his intereft ta 
have believed, he contrived it fo that 
Jemmy ami mifs Chit fhould frequently - 
be feen together in public places, though,, 
for the moft part, they met without the 
leaft defign on the fide of either of them. 

Jemmy, indeed, could not' avoid be- 
ing fomewhat acceffary in corroborating: 
the afperfion caft upon himfelf, as he had 
been introduced to that young lady, and 
received by her in the manner above- 
mentioned, the complaifance due to her*, 
fex and rank, join*d to the pleafure he 
took in hearing her fing and play,, ob- 
liged him fometimes to vifit her •,; Bell- 
pine was generally with them. ;: and when 
he was fo, always found fome pertcxt or 
other to draw them out where he knew 
there would be people who would not: 
fail to take notice of their being together.. 

It requires, more pains to be a^ villain 
than .fome people may imagine; befides^ 
impofmg upon Jemmy, and making him; 
aA in a manner which Ihew'd his fenti- 
ments to the world far different fromi 
H 6 w hat 
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what they were in reality, Bcllpine had 
alfo anodier card to play, which colt 
him little lef$ contrivance. 

As he had poflefsM mifs Chit at firft 
with a belief that Jcanmy was ferioufly 
infpired with a pafik>n for ,her, and knew 
very well that gentleman's behaviour had 
not at all been conformable to the afiii- 
ranees he^ had given her on his account, 
it behoved him to reconcile this contra* 
diAion fo as npt to leave her any room 
to fufpeft the deception he had put upon 
her. 

He therefore continued, day after day, 
to carryhw fortie frefh intelligence of the 
fine things Jemmy faid of her ; and in- 
finuated that there was a defign on foot, 
which^ when once executed, would afford 
liim a plaufible pretence for breaking off 
entirely with Jenny -, and that then he 
would avow his paffion and declare him- 
felf devoted only to her. 

Whfcthcr this young lady was abfolute- 
ly convinced of the truth of what he fajc^ 
I will not take upon me to determine ; 
bccaufe, indeed, it is highly probable Ihc 
never ^ve herielf the trouble to examine 
the comiftency of the ftory. 

Daiv^ 
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Dangerous, however, might fuch an 
impofition have been to fome ladies, to 
have been flattered with the hopes ot an 
alliance with a man fuch as Jemmy, per- 
fectly agreeable in his perfon, accomplifti- 
cd in his manners, and opulent in his 
fortune; and -then to find at once all 
thofe golden esipeftations v^nilh into air, 
might certainly have been fatal in its 
confequcnces, to a heart young, tender, 
and unexperienced in deceit. 

Happy was it for mils Chit, in this ppint 
at leaft, that the variety of company, 
the many fine things faid to her by pcr- 
fons of condition, and particularly the 
devoirs, whether feigtf d or real, of a 
certain foreign iwmfter, ;hiiider*dlierfiDom 
. teing' too attcnitiVc to the idei Irhich 
the artifices of Bettpinc might othemvtfe 
have engrofs^d her with. 






CHAP. 
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C H A P. XV. 

Contains an example that for a woman 
to be too good is not one ofthoje things 
which are impojfible to he found in 
human life. 

THOUGH the foregoing report, be- 
gan andinduftrioufly propagated by 
Bellpine, had Ipread itfelf through all the 
acquaintance both of Jemmy and Jenny^ 
yet did it not prcfendy reach the ears of 
either of them •, and they went on, as 
they had been accuftom'd to do, com- 
municating to each other every little ad- 
venture which fell into the way of each, 
provided they were fuch as might bcin- 
any meafure, conducive to the important 
end propofed, that of redifying or im- 
proving their minds. 

Among the many they recited to each 
other', fome of which were too trifling to 
be inferted here. Jemmy happened upon 
one of a moft extraordinary nature, and 
therefore muit not be omitted \ it was 
this; 

TAt 
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He had been for fome time pretty 
Gonverfant with a gentleman named Kel- 
fey ; he was a man of family, fortune, 
goodfenfe, and a very agreeable compa- 
nion ; * but one thing was faid of him, 
that, in the opinion of all the difcreec 
part of his acquamtance, tarnifh'd the 
luftre of all his other qualities, — that of 
his being a very bad husband to a moft 
deferving wife. 

This lady, to whom he had been mar- 
ried fcarce a year, was very young, beau- 
tiful, and had every thing in her pcrfon 
requifite to make her beloved 5 and was 

. in high eftimation for the ftriftnefs of her 
virtue, her piety, and the affability of her 
behaviour ; how could it then but feem 
ftrange to Jemmy, that two perfons of 
the charafters thefe bore in the world 
ihould not live happily together ? he ne- 

' ver heard any rnention of the difagree- 
mcnt between them^ without feeling a kind 
of painful curiofity for the caufe, but he 
could find none who were able to give 
him any information in that point, tho* 
every one fpoke loudly of the effc<as. 

Chance at laft prefented him with the 
wi(h*d for difcovery : a gentleman of 
diftlnAion, a diftant relation of Jemmy's, 

was 
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was to have a private concert at his own 
houfe ; Jemmy was one of the invited 
perfons, with leave to Ijring any friend 
with him whom he Ihould think proper ^ 
on which he made choice of Kelfey, and 
accordingly made him a vifit on* the 
morning of the day appointed, to defirc^ 
he would accompany him to this enter- 
tainment, if not previoufly engaged to 
any other place. 

Mr. KeUcy thank'd him for the oblig- 
ing offer he had made him, reply'd, that 
he had no eng^ement at all upon his 
hands; * but if 1 bad, faid he, I Aould^ 
«. be tempted to break through it, fince I 

* am certain none could afford me fo 

* much real pleafure as^ that of waiting 

* on mr. JeSkrtty any where ; but more 

* cfpecially^ continued he, on' an occa- 

* flon fo perfcdly agreeable to my tafte.* 

Jemmy, after having made a ftjitable 
return to this compliment, was preparing 
to take leave, and dcfir'd that thpy mig^t 
meet at- White's chocolate^houfe about 
fix ; but the odier would not fuflfer him 
to depart in tWs 'manner, he infifted on 
his ftaying to dine. with him, and pafs 
the time wfiere he was till the hour ar- 
rived in which^they Ihould adjourn to a 
place more agtceablc. ^ 

Jemmy 
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Jemmy would have excufed himfclf 
from dining, as he had not the honour, 
he faid, to be known to his lady: — to 
which mr. Kelfey anfwcr'd, that his wife- 
was not ignorant of die refpeft due from' 
her to any of her hulband's friends. 

The curiofity that Jemmy had for 
being an eye-witnels of a lady's deport- 
ment whom he had heard fa much of, 
and as yet had never fecn,. fhc feldom^ 
appearing in any public place, prevailed' 
with him at length to comply with her 
husband's requett •> they amu fed themfelves- 
with looking over fome: fine pieces- of 
mufic,, which mr. Keifcy ;had that mor«^* 
ing brought home ia fcoha,. till: threes 
o'clock, at which hour he had: ordered* 
dinner to be ready.. 

The clock having ftruck, that gentle- 
mi^ conduced, his guefl: into the next 
room, whw-e they found: the fideboard^ 
fet out, the cloth laid,, the corks of the 
bottles drawn, and every thing prepared' 
for dinner being fervcd up ; but no fer- 
vant was in waiting all was hufh'd and' 
filent as tho' they had juft rofe from 
tables inftcad of not being as yet fet down. 

Mr. 
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Mt. Kelfey waited foine minutes, but 
at laft rung the bell, on which the but- 
ler came up ; on being afk*d if dinner 
was not ready, he reply*d, with fome he- 
fitation, that he would enquire of the 
cook, and then went haftily away -; foan 
after mr. Kelfey rung again, and another 
fcrvant appeared, to whom his matter 
making the fame denwnd as to the for- 
mer, anfwer'd bluntly, that his lady was 
not yet come out of her clofet : ' Go then 
* and call her, faid mr. Kelfey :* — the 
fcUow went, but returned immediately, 
and laid the door was lockM, and tho* 
he had both knock'd and call'd could 
get no anfwer; on which mr. Kelfey 
grew extremely red^ and begging pardon 
of Jenimy for leaving him alone- a mo- 
ment flew up ftairs hinifelf. 

. Jemmy was very much furprisM at all 
this, but had not time to make any re- 
fledions on it ; mr. Kelfey came prefently 
down followed by his lady, a very lovely 
woman, indeed; but feem*d greatly dis- 
concerted : Jemmy advanced to pay her 
the civilities of a ftrangcr, which, in fpite 
of the confufion ihe was in, (he received 
with the utmoft Iweetnefs and good breed- 
ing^ and they all fat down to table* 

The 
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. The firft courfe was ferved up in an 
inftant 5 the garnilhing of the fifties w^s 
elegant enough and inviting to the appe- 
tite, as doubtlefs what they contained 
"would alfo have been, if not fo much 
prolong*d beyond the neceflary time : 
mr, Kelfey ftuck his fork firft into one 
thing and then into another, then threw 
it down, bit his lips, and feem*d in vei-y 
great ecnotions. 

Jemmy could be at no lofs to guefs 
the occafion ; and, to palliate the difcon- 
tent he faw him in, helpM himfelf pretty 
plentifully out of that dilh which was near- 
eft to him i but never was any thing fo 
fpoird, the truffles, morelles, artichokes, 
and other fuch things as fhould embellifh 
the lauce were in a manner diflblv*d in 
it, and the meat itfelf wanted little of be- 
ing fo too, fo that nothing but the bones 
discovered what it was. 

Yet Jemmy fell to eating heartily, 
crying it was very fine, that it was drefs*d 
exaftly to his tafte ; but this politenefs 
in him did not reftore the good humour 
of his friend -, the lady too was in fome 
pain on feeing the ill cfFefts which her 
ftaying too long in the clofet had pro- 
duced J and, addreffi ng herfelf to Jemmy, 

* I am 
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• I am afr^d, fir, faid fhe, that your 
« complaifance at this time gets the better 

• of your fincerity ; what is here i$ very 

• much over done ; but I hope wq (hall 

• not find every thing fo.* 

As fhe ended thefe words a fervant fet 
a fine hare upon the table, and mr. Kel- 
fey perhaps flattering himfelf that his wife 
might be a true prophetefs on this occa- 
fion, took up his knife and fork once ' 
more, in order to carve-, but the fkin 
was fo dried by being kept at a diftance 
from the fire, that he found fome diffi- 
culty to penetrate it, and when with much 
labour he had done fo, the flelh beneath 
fell fpontancoufly from the biOtnes, and 
indeed was alnioft fit for pulvcfizirig. 

Mr. Kelfey, who was naturally fiery, 
and apt to kindle on every little provo- 
cation, now lofi: all patience y he flung 
the difh fix)m him with fuch a vehemence, 
that but for the footman's aj^lity in 
catching it between/his hands it muft 
haveiaUen on the floor. 

The lady, who was all confufiDn, faid 
fhe was forry and afliamed that it had 
haj^ned fo : * S'dcath, madam, cry'd 
« he, fl:arting from the table, does it ever 
* happen otherwife ? if you had even 

♦ common 
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* common decency, you would not treat 
' me in this manner : can you find no 

•* time to pray but juft when dinner is 

* coming upon table? muft my appetite 
« continually be ftarved,. my peace de- 

* ftroy*d, my reputation fcandalized* niy 
« friends affronted, and all through your 

* unfeafonable devotion ?* 

* It is mighty well, my dear, reply'd 

* Ihe rifii^, it is mighty well ; but 1 (hall 

* fey no more ; it is from heaven alone 

* that I muft feek fupport, under the ill 
« humour andintemperanceofahufband:' 
then turning to Jemmy, alk'd his pardon 
for what had paft, and went haftily out 
of the room with eyes all bathed in tears. 

« Would to heaven I had never feen 

* your face,^ cry'd mr. Kelfey furioufly, 
and ftamping with his foot as fhe was 
going out ; but fhc took no notice either 
of his words or aftions, and pafs*d on as 
faft as ihe could : he continued walking 
about the room with gefturcs which evi- 
dently denoted the inward rage lie was 
poflbfe'd of, while Jemmy labourM, tho* 
for fome time in vain, to convince him 
that he was in the wrong to put himfelf 
into fuch agitations on account of an 
accident. 

? Call 
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^ Call it not accident, mr. Jeflamy, 1 

* reply'd he, what you have now been 

* witnefs of has been almoft every day 

* repeated ever fince our marriage. Oh, 

* continued he, almoft raving, — how I 

* could curfc the hour,— the day, — the 

* inftitution, — facred as it is callM, diat 
« joined together two fuch oppofitcs ?* 

At laft, however, the confideraiion he 
had for his friend got the better of the 
refentment he had againft his wife, and 
fetting down again and making Jemmy 
do fo alfo : * I know not, faid he, whe- 

* ther I Ihall ever be forgiven for the 
« rudenefs I have been guilty of ; you 

* have, indeed, fuffer'd too much through 

* the folly of my wife, and I ought not 

* to have prolonged yourpennance by my 

* ill humour, notwithftanding the juftifi- 

* ablenefs of it had, I been alone.' 

. He then, without waiting for Jemmy's 
reply, call'd to the butler and aflcM him 
if there were any cold meats in the houfe 
that might fupply the difficiency they had 
luftain'd : the man on this ran down 
ftairs, and prefently returnM followed by 
another fervant with a large ham, of 
which a very little had been cut* * Come 

* my 
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niy dear friend, faid mr. Kelfey, a cold 

* repaft is better than none at all 5 this 

* we had yefterday and could not be 

* fpoil'd, tho* the chickens about it fell 

* to pieces of themfelves, like the hare 

* you juft now faw,' 

He faid no more, but fell heartily on 
the ham before them ; Jemmy, who for 
^ all his complaifance had made but a half 
dinner, followed his example; and a dcfert, 
confiding of tarts, pitty-patties, Jellies, 
fruits, and fuch like things, being after- 
wards placed upon the table, neither of 
thefe gentlemen had any reafon to com-; 
plain of their bad living that day. 

When the cloth and fervants were with* 
drawn, and the bottle and the glaffes 
were the fole witnefles of their converfa- 
tion. Jemmy finding the other was now 
in a difoofition to bear it, began to rally 
him a little on the fubjeft of his late dif- 
quiets : * Faith, reply'd mr. Kelfey, I have 

* a true Englilh ftomach of my own, and 

* cannot bear the leaft difappointment 

* in viftuals \ and this fervour of devotion 

* takes my wife at fuch odd periods, that 

* whether I have company, or am ob- 

* lig'd to go out on bufinefs at an ap- 

* pointed ho^r, never can be certain that 

* dinner 
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dinner will be ferved according to the 
time. ^ . 

* This unhappy humour in her, con- 
tinued he, it is that drives me fo niuch 
abroad, I am compelled by it to en- 
tertain my friends at a tavern, to tranf- 
ad all my affairs there ; and fometimes 
indeed, to refrefti my own fenfes with 
peace, and a bit of meat drefsM as it 
ought to be. How is it poffible I fhould 
love home, when the very perfon in 
whofb power it chiefly is to render it 
agreeable, exercifes that power rather 
to create difguft than liking ? I once 
loved her, and none but fhe herfelf 
could have wcan*d my heart from the 
tender paflion I had for her •, byt be- 
fides, whenever I coniplain of what you 
have feen, and fome other irregularities 
in domeftic . life, fhe burfls into tears 
and reproaches ; jiccufes me of unkind- 
nefs, of intemperance, of prophanefs to 
heavtn, of regarding too, much the 
f things of tShis World, ' and . fuch like ttuff, 
^ which if I fly to avoid, 1 am at l^ft 
' juftified in tile poet's words. 

' Clamoafs our privacies yiie^y make. 
Birds leave ihei^r ^efls difturb*j^, and 
bejft^ theii: haunts fdrfake, ' 

Jemmy 

^ ' Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Jemmy tf«i Jenny Jessamy. 169 

Jemmy, who could find little to fay in 
the defence of mrs. Kelfey, and had too 
much complalfance and good nature to 
fay any thing againft her, artfully waved 
the converfation and ftarted more agree- 
able fubjefts, between which and the 
bottle they pafs'd the time till the hqur 
arrived which call'd them to the concert. 

' This being an entertainment adapted to 
the tafte of both thefe gentlemen, *tis 
not to be doubted but the pleafure they 
received in k attoned for all the mortifi- 
cations of t'le preceding day ; but, as it 
prefented nothing material enough to ac-. 
quaint the reader with, we fhall make np 
further mention of ii. 




yot. L ' I CHAP- 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Treats only on fucb matters as it is 
highly probable feme readers wili 'be 
apt to fay might have been recited 
in, a more laconic manner^ if hot to^ 
tally omitted ; biit as there are others^ 
the author imagines much the greater 
number^ who may be of a different 
opinion^ it is judged proper that the 
majority JJjouId be obliged. 

JEMMY, to whom the riddle of mr. 
Kelfcy*j6 difagreement with his wife 
was now fully explained, no fooner found 
himfelf at home ajid alone, than he began 
to make the ferious reflections " both on 
the accident he had been witnels of^^ and 
the real fonrce from whence fuch unfor- 
tunate effedts were 'originally derived 

* It is not, faid he within himfelf, it 

* is not youth, beauty, wealth, nor even 

* a mutual affedtion in the parties before^ 

* marriage, that is fufficient to confldtutc 
•• their happinefs, when once entered into 

* that ftate ; neither nir. Kclfey nor his wife 

* arc wanting in any oifi thofe endowments 
J or ;iccompliihments|which one lliQuld 

•think 
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* think ncceflary to endear them to each 

* other ; yet how iniferable are they ! it 
f mull therefore be, that a conformity of 
^principles, a: parity of fentiments and 

* humours, and a certain fympathy of foul, 

* ought to be the firft links in the hy- 

* meneal chaiif 5 and without them, all die 
' others fall to the ground and have no 

* power to bind. 

^ I think, continued he, that my friend 

* has every requifite for making a good 
' husband, were it his lotto have been vini- 
' ted to a woman of his own gay temper ; 

* and the lady, who now creates fuch un- 

* eafinefs both to herfelf and him, would 

* certainly have made no lefs excellent a 

* wife Had fhc been married to an enthu- 

* fiaft/ 

On reafoning farther, under various 
difcontents that fo frequently difturb'd 
. the felicity of conjugal lue, he concluded, 
that good nature and fimilitude of dijTpQr'* 
fitions, tho* the laft things confider'd, 
and feldom if ever enquired into by the 
perfons about to be united, were indeed 
the chief ingredients to make their future 
happinefs. 

Thefe confiderations led him into an 

cxanfiination of Jienny's behaviour, even 

\ ^ from 
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from her infancy^ with much greater at- 
tention than dver he had done before ; 
and tlic more he did fo now, the lefs he 
could find to wifli were chang'd;, nothing 
hud'cver appear'd in her which leem'd to 
him to^ (land in need of the leaft redtifi- 
cation •,' (he had never bctray'd a too 
ftrong attachment to any one thing •, no 
caprice, no whimfical flights, no affedta- 
tion^ no pride of exciting the envy of 
Iier own fex, or of giving pain to thofe 
of the other ; in all her words and aftions 
Ihe preferved the happy medium of nei- 
ther being too gay' and giddy, nor tco 
fgllen and referv'd ; nor was all this mere 
outward fhcw ; he could not fpfpecft her 
of difguife, as he had known her before 
ihe could arrive at the power, even if flie 
had the will, of pretending to be other 
than &c really was. 

Though he was in no h^fte to be marr 
ried ^ yet, as he -Intended ijpthing more . 
than being fo, one ti^ne or other, great' 
caufe had he to thank heaven for being 
fo peculiarly propitious }n the lot ordained 
for him •, nor was he infenfible or ungrate- 
ful for the bounty, and had fo true . an 
cfteem and affedion for his dear Jenny, 
th^t we may almoft give it to the reader 
for a certainty, that no temptation what- 
ever could have made him entertain the 

leaft 
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lead thought of any other woman for a 
'-wife. 

He went pretty early the next morn- 
'ing to her apartment, which he feldoni 
faird to do, when he had no farther bufi- 
nefs than to give her the bon jour ; but 
never when he had any thrng to com- 
municate in relation to the agreement- 
made between them : he knew indeed, 
that fhe had very little occafion for amy 
leflbns of improvement from the faults 
of others ; but he took an infinite pleafure 
in hearing the judicious obfervations (he 
always made on every occurrence that 
prefented itfclf to her. 

He met her at the door, her chair 
waited, and (he was juft ready to ftep into 
it, * You are going out, I perceive, faid he, 

* and I will not detain you :* ' Indeed but 

* you fliall, reply*d fbes.I was only go- 

* ing to chapel, which I can do as' well 

* in the afternoon. 

* But how, rejoin'dhe, fhalll anfwer to 

* myfelf for being an impediment to any 

* aft of religion ?* Religion, cried fhe, does 

* not enjoin us to be rude or unkind to 

* our friends ; and I know not if a juft 
< obfervance of the duties of focial life 

* be not a more acceptable facrifice to the 

1 3 * Deity 
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^ Deity than all the oraifbns oar Itps can 

* utter.* 

She faid no more ; but having difinifs'd 
the chairmen made Jemmy go up flairs, 
where fhe inftantly follow*d him ; as fbon- 
as they were fat down, * I dined yefter- 

* day, faid he fmiling, with a lady who 

* would have . thought h^erfelf guilty of 

* the extremeft impiety and prophanefs 
' to have Ihewn half that complaifance to 

* her husband, which I have jufl now rc- 

* ceivcd from you. 

* She muft then have very little afFec- 

* tion for him indeed, replied Jenny, and 
< alfo be equally ignorant of the laws of 

* the inftitution by which, as I take it,lhc 

* is bound to oblige and to oJbey him 
' in all rcafonable things ; buti fee, cda- 

* tinued fhe, by your countenance that 

* you are big with fome new intelligence ; 

* \o pray don*t delay letting me have it.* 

Jemmy then made her an ex aft recital 
of the entertainment he had met" with at 
mr. Kelfey*s \ the brulee between the 
husband and the wife ; the impatience of 
the one, and the provocation given for it 
by the other : Jenny laugh'd heartily at 
the beginning of this ftory, but grew more 
grave towards the latter end of it, an4 

perceiving 
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perceiving he had concluded^ gave her 
lentiments on what he had been telling 
her in thefe terms : 

'. Can any one take this for piety, faid 

* fhe? I would not be fo uncharitable as to 
« think mrs. Kelfey an hypocrite, but 

* certainly fuch a behaviour has nothing 
' in it ot the air of true devotion/ To 
whi h he * reply'd, that he muft do her 
the juilice 10 beHeve, from what he could 
gather from the difcourfe he had after- 
wards with her husband, who was not m 
a difpofition to be more favourable than 
the occafion requir'd, that all the miftake;^ 
fhe is guilty of proceed intirely from too 
warm a zeal in what fhe thinks the duties 
of religion* 

* There arc hours cnotigh, faid Ihc, to 

* be fpent in prayer, without breaking in 

* upon thofe which the oe(!:pnomy of the 
« family requires j I am far from dcprc- 

* dating religious worfliip, but there art 

* times for all things, and mrs. Kelfey 
« makes choice of fuch as are fo utterly 

* improper, as if it really arifes from piety,. 

* renders it, in my. opinion, fuch a kind of 

* piety as has little merit in it. 

• I am rather afraid, continued fhe after 
.« a paufc, that through flotb,, and^ a cer* 

1 4 • uin 
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* tain indolence of nature, Ihe ncgle6ls 

* paying that tribute to heaven, which is 

* due from every reafonable creature at 

* fit times 5 and at length, remembering 

* her omiffion, runs to wipe oflf one fault 

* by committing a ftill greater ; for I would 

* fain know, whether driving a husband 

* to the extremes you fay mr. Kelfey is 

* guilty of, be not a much worfe error 

* than even not praying at all ? 

* For my part, added (he with a- more 

* gay air, I fhould have no notion of fa- 

* ving my own foul by doing what I faw 

* "would infallibly ruin another's ; efpecialJy 

* that of aperfon in whofe happinefs, both 

* here and hereafter, I ought to take ib 

* great an intereft.'; 

Jemmy had a very high regard both 
for tiie myfteries and duties of revealed 
religion ; though, like moft other gay gen- 
tlemen of his age, he was little pra6tis'd 
in the rules : but had he been a more 
ftrift obferver of church difcipline, he 
could not well have difapproved of the 
fcntiments Jenny had declared-, he told her 
ftie had argued like a cafuift, and that he 
was ftire there was never a Clergyman in 
England but muft agree witli her on this 
point. 
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* I do not know that, anfwer'd fhe'; but 

* I can tell you 1 durft not fpeak in the 
^ manner I have done, without thinking 
^ I had fufficicnt authority for it, from a 
' little account given to my father, by a 
' very learned and worthy divine, of one 
' of his parilhoners ; • I was very young 

* when I heard it, but as it has made a 

* lafting impreflion upon my mind, if 

* you will afford me your attention I 

* will repeat it/ 

Jemmy having afllired her flie would 
center a very great obligation on him by 
fo doing, ihe went on with her difcourfe 
in ^|is manner : 

^ The reverend gentleman I have men* 
« tion*d, faid Ihe, was not only an excel- 

* lent preacher but alfo an excellent man ; 

* ^11 his a<flions were fo many precepts, 

* and his example a kind of living law ; 

* for there was no virtue which he la* 
^ boured to infpire in others that he did 

* not in the higheft degree put in pradice 

* himfelf. 

^ He frequently favoured my father 
« with his company, continued Ihe, they 

* were extremely intimate, and wh^n the 

* two good old gentlemen got together 
^* there never ^wa^ .any gap j iaconrerfa- 

15. .' tion: 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



178 the HISTORY f 

tion : one evening, in particular, hq, 
came to our houfe and my father, who 
was at church that day, and found a 
very thin congregation, was beginning 
to lament to him the decay of religion ; 
to which the do6bor reply M in thcfc 
terms j I think I remember his very 
words.* 

. * Aye, mr, Jeffamy, faid he, I am 

* afraid indeed that religion is at a very 
« low ebb at this time ; but we muft not 

* always impute the want of it to thofe 

* who we do not fee conftantly at public 

* worJhip, even though we Ihould know 

* they were not detained from it b^tfemy 

* infirmity either of mind or of body ; 

* there are a thoufand accidents which 

* may intervene, and withhold them from 

* the difcharge of this duty ; nay, in fome 

* cafes it may fo happen that it is even 

* laudable to be abfent : you look fur- 
« prifcd, mr. Jeflamy, continued he, per* 
' ceiving my father did fo •, but I can 

* eafily convince you of the truth of what 

* I fay : I came now firom vifiting a lady, 

* who till within this month, or there- 

* abouts, has not been at church for near 

* fevcn years 5 though before that time 
« no body more conftantly attended ; and 

* yet I firmly believe that there is not a 

* better Of a more pious woman in rfie 

* woiid/ 

Theft 
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Thefe laft words were far from Icllen- 
ing the aftonilhment my father had been 
in from the beginning of this difcourfe ; 
but he would not interrupt the doftor, 
who went on thus : 

* To eafe you of that fufpeace which I 
^ find I have railed in you, faid he, know„ 

* mr. JefTamy, that this excellent lady 

* flew not from divine fervice to purfue 

* the pleafures of the town, nor to gra- 
« tify any fenfual inclination of her own,. 
« but to fliut herfelf up in a clofe room 

* with an aged parent, who, prefs'd be- 
< aeath the weight of years and infirmi- 

* ties, unable to go. out herfelf, and 

* equally unwilling to receive any vifits. 

* from thofe who- knew her in a more 

* iai^ine ftate, had no confolation but 

* in the dutiful cares of this beloved 

* daughter, who was continually emfdoy'd 
f about her adminiftering every thing ia 

* her power for her relief/ 

* It is impoflible for me, laid Jenny,, 

* purfuing. the thiTcad of her difcourfe,' to 

* remember half the encomiums he made 

* on this ad of filial piety ; but this I 
*. know,, that I have ever fince been, fully 

* convinced, that while we are here upoa 

* earth, ail thc.praycrs we can makclto* 

* Ikaven will be iniufficicnt to attone for- 

16 ^ negte<aing 
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* ncgkfting to difcharge, as well as is in 

* our power, the duties of our feveral 

* ftations/ 

Jemmy was now about to tell her how 
much his opinion, in this point, coincided 
with what Ihe had deliver'd ; but fhe hap- 
pened to be in a very talkative humour, 
ajid this being a fubjeft which in her fe- 
rious moments had frequently occurred to 
her, fhe would not quit it for the fake of 
hearing any praifes given to herfelf. 

' There arc fomc people, refumed fhe, 

* who are hypocrites without knowing 
« themfelvcs that they are fo ; they fafl, 

* they pray incefTantly, they are abun- 

* dan: in giving to charitable ufes, and do . 

< many other great and laudable a£i:ions ; 
« but then they do them not fo much for 

< the lake of the religion that enjoins us 
i to do all the good we can, as for the 
« fake of gratifying their own Vanity in 

* being able to perform more than their 

* neighbours.' 

* This is oftentation, cried Jemmy, in» 

* terrupting her, and I am afraid thai too 

* many of thofe great anions, {o hyper^ 
« boiically cxtoird in panegyrick, if 
« fearch'd into the bottom, would be 
« found to proceed from no other fonrce/ 

. . .V Oftentation, 
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* Oftentation, anfwer'd (he, is different 

* from the propenfity I mean ; oftcnta- 

* tion, as I take it, is rather an ambi- 

* tion of appearing better in the eyes of 

* others than we either are or will tajkc 

* any pains to be in fa6t ; but what I am 

* fpeaking of is an innate triumph of the 

* heart; a mental exultatioh within our- 

* felves in the imagination that we in re* 

* ality excel other people ; and this I 

* think may be callM a fpiritual pride. 

* I have heard fuch ftrange ftories, 
« continued Jenny, fuch unaccountable 

* inftapces in relation to this fame Ipiri- 

* tual pride among the nuns abroad^ as I 

* ftiould have looked upon to have been 
^ mere inventions to depreciate and ridi- 

* cyle that way of worlhip, if they bad. 

* not been folemnly averr*d to me by a 

* lady who is herfdf a roman catholic, 

* was two years a penfioner in a monaf- 

* tcry at Paris, and an eye witnefs of the 

* truth of what fhe faid/ 

Here flic was preparing to repeat fome 
of thofe 'particulars which the lady had 
made her acquainted with ; but was pre- 
vented by a fervant who came into the 
room to call her down to dinner, on 
which Jemmy, as flie w^s a boarder, took 

his 
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Ws leave probably with lefs relu6lancc if 
the fubjefl: they had been engaged in had 
happened to be one of a more entertain- 
ing nature. 

Nor will the reader find any reafon to 
be greatly diffatisfied at the breaking off 
a converfation which could be little im- 
proving, as an excefs of devotion is not 
among the reigning errors of the prefent 
times. 

CHAP. XVII. 

f^U in all likelihood appear, to the 
greatefi part of our readers, a good 
deal more inter eftirig than the former. 

/V^ FT E R that converfation which had 
•'*^ engrofs'd the whole of the prece- 
ding chapter, a multiplicity of engage- 
ments, of one fort or other, fo took up. 
Jcmmy*s time, that he could not find 
one hour to vifit his beloved and moft 
delerving miftrefs for three days . fuccef- 
nvely •, but on the evening of the latter 
he found, on his ,CQming home, a litde 
billet from her whifh had been left for 
hirnjn the afternoon,' the contents where- 
of were as follows : 

To 
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To James Jessamy, Efq; 

Dear Jemmy, 

•* -A Propofal has been made to me, 
4< X\ which before I accept of am de- 
** firous to acquaint you with ; if this is 
•* fo fortunate as to find you at home 
** fhall be glad of feeing you this even- 
** ing ; if not, expedt you will not fail 
*• of calling on me in the morning as 
** early as you can 5 becaufe I have pro- 
** mifed to give my final anfwer tome 
** time to-morrow. I am. 

With all fmcerity, 

Dear Jemmy, 

Yours, &c, &c. 

J. Jessamy. 

On the firft mention of this billet, after 
ftn abfence of fo unuAial a length between 
thefe two lovers, when in the fame town 
together, I dare believe that- many of my 
female readers expeded to find it fill'd 
cither with reproaches or complaints j or, 
perhaps wrch a mixture of both; but 
Jenny was of a different complexion from 
the generality of her fcx, (he could love 
* without anxiety, and ^lad at ibe w^s 
whenever fhcfaw the objeftof her paffion, 

was 
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was never angry or unhappy when fhc 
faw him not. 

If all women could bring themfelves to 
behave in the manner Jenny did, I cannot 
but think they would find their account 
in it, not only in the tranquility of their 
own minds, but alfo in rendering more 
permanent the afFeftion of the man they 
loved ; doubts, fufpicions, and jealoulies, 
though arifing from a tender caufe, fre- 
quently hurry the perfon poffefs'd of them 
ihto fuch furious marks of refentment, as, 
if the lover has the leaft inclination to 
break off, gives him a fair pretence of do- 
ing fo. 

The guilty heart, which perhaps might 
be in time reclaimed by its own confci- 
oufnefs of being in the wrong, is often 
iiardened by unbraidings ; there is a cer- 
tain pride and obftinacy in fome natures 
which will not bear reproof, and. makes 
them perfift in the errors whidi themfelves 
condemn^ only becaufc they arc condem- 
ned by others. 

But if the man, who knows he juftly 
merits all the reproaches he An be load- 
ed with, can fo ill endure rebuke, how 
(hall the innocent, the faithfui lover fup- 
port it s to be accufed of a crime his 
^ . . : , very 
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very apprchenflon fhuddcrs at, to be treat- 
ed by the woman he adores with fuUen 
coldnefs, and with caufelefs teftimonies of 
fufpicibn, muft give him " the mod poig- 
nant inquietude ; and though he may 
fubmit to it at firft, and be even pleafed, 
as imagining fuch a behaviour an indica- 
tion of the moft tender paffion in his 
miftrefs •, yet, when he finds all his en- 
deavours to calm the tempeft in her foul 
are fruitlefs, he will at laft, efpecially if 
he is a man of fenfe and fpirit, be wearied 
out, as the poet truly fays, 

Small jealoufies, indeed, inflame defire ; 
Too great, not fan, but quite put out 
the fire. 

Or as another, in my opinion, more 
emphatically expreffes his fenfe of the 
matter : 

*Tis juft, when doubts without foun- 
dation grow, 

Thofe who believe us falfe ihould find 
us io. 

But I have feen too much how far the 
power of jealoufy, a paflion truly call'd 
the poifon of love, operates on a female 
mind, not to be fenfible that all the ^dvice 
I can give on this occafion will be entirely 

thrown 
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thrown away ; and that I hare more rea-r 
fon to afk pardon of my fair readers for 
this digreffion, than to flatter myfelf they 
will be any way profited by it. 

To return therefore to the bufinefs of 
myhiftory; it was too latc^when Jemmy 
received the abovementionM fummons 
from his miftrefs to attend her that night •, 
but he comply*d with it very early the 
next morning, according to her requefV \ 
and indeed much fooner than fhe could 
reafonably have expeded he would be 
ftirring. 

He found her incornpaffcd with trunks 
and ban-boxes, and very bufy in pack^ 
ing up her apparel : * You liavc found me 

• preparing for a journey j cry M fhe, which 

• notwithftanding I would neither refolve 

• upon, nor promife to take without 

• receiving your approbation of it.* 

• Yeu furprife me, laid he, — a jour- 

• ney ; and wait for - my approbation of 

• it/—* Yes, — replyed Ihe, it was to that 

• end I fent for you in fuch a hurry •, but 
« fit down and I will tellyou all/— Jem-- 
my then took a chair, and fhe placing 
herftlf in another oppofitc to him, began 
as follows : 

*You 
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• You muft know, faid ih^ that I 

* din'd ycfterday, by invitation, at lady 
« Spcck*s 5 — her filler, mifs Wingmaq, 

* was with her 5 they are both going to 

* Bath to-morrow, and were very urgent 

* with me to accompany them : — As I 

* never faw that place, and have heard 

* fo much of it, I muft ccnfefs I fhould 

* be well enough pleafcd to go thither.; 

* efpecially when 1 have the opportunity 

* ot being efcorted by three or four ft out 

* fellows with fire-arms, by way of de- 

* fence from the gentlemen coUedliors of 
« the road/ 

♦ I know, replied Jemmy, that lady 
f Speck will abate nothing that.fhe think? 
« becoming her quality, and always ti:4* 

* vcis in a genteel manner, — And fo you 

* fet out to-morrow ? 

* I do not tell you I ftialj fet out dt ^11, 

* anfwcrM (he, for I am not yet deter,- 

* mined/ — Jemmy then afkM her on 
what motive flie hefitated.* — * Can you 
' not guefs, — cry'd flie, — looking kindly 
« on him ?' * No upon thy honour, faid he, 

* Then you are not fo juft to me as, yoii 

* ought to be,— returned Ihe gravely ;— r 

* you might have thought I would agrep 

* to nothing of this nature, without ha- 

* ving firft confulted you/ 

Me, 
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* Mc, cryM Jemmy, did you not tell 
^ me you (hould like to go?' — * Yes, 

* replied flic, but as I fiippofe, according 

* to the footing on which we now ftand, 

* that it will be my duty hereafter to fub- 

* mit my inclinations to the regulation of 

* your will, I thought it proper to givd 

* you a previous fample how eafy it will 

* be for mc to do fo. In fine, my dear 

* Jemmy, I will not go without your 

* confent ; nor even without your appro- 

* bation.* 

* This is indeed a proof of tenderneft, 

* cry'd he, which I could not expeft, nor 

* can any way deferve; unlefs it be by 

* joining my entreaties with the ladies, 

* that you will not refufe their requeft.* 
In fpeaking thefc words he rofe from his 
feat and fnatch*d her to his arm with an 
infinity of tranfport and aifedion. 

, f Then you are willing, faid (he, rc- 
« turning him his embrace, to part with 

* me for the iong fpace of fix or feven 

* weeks at leaft ? for they do not purpofc 
' to return fooner/ 

* I will not pretend to be fo much the 

* mafter of myfelf, faid he, ftill holding 
« her by the hand, as to be perfedtly con- 
« tent during fuch a feparation as you 

' have 
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^ have mention'd -, but I can fee no rea- 
« ion to put my patience tO' fo fevere a 
^ trial •, I might follow you direftly, but 
' it happens unluckily that my fteward 

* whom I have fent for comes to town to- 
' morrow, and the affairs I have to fettle 
' with him will detain mc for fome days ; 
^ but I believe I may flatter myfelf with 

' feeing my dear Jenny at Bath within a* 
« fortnight at the very fartheft/ 

• May I then exped you', crycd fhe ? 
with a voice which exprefs'd the utmoft 
fatisfaftion/ ' You may not only expert 

* but depend upon my coming •,' anfwer- 

* ed he, * you have thegreateftfecurity for 

* it that is in nature, which is that of 
' my own inclination/ — * Believe me, my 

* dear Jenny, that I never was eafy when 

* abfent from you for any length of time ; 
/ -—the thoughts of you ftill mingled witji 

* all the little fports and recreations of my 

* childhood ; and now when riper years 

* have made me more truly fenfible, of ' 

* the perfeAions you are miftrefs of, I 

* feel it would be an utter impoffibility 
^ to live without feeing you.* 

She anfwer'd thefe fond expreflions 
with others no Icfs endearing •, after which, 
flie told him, that fince he agreed to her 
going, and had promifed to follow, (he 

would 
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would fend immediately, and let lady 
Speck know (he fliould be ready to attend 
her ladyfhip next morning. 

Jemmy then left her to do as flie had 
faid, and went home to drefe ; but re- 
turned in the evening, and (laid fupper 
with her, when nothing paffed ofconfe- 
quencc enough to trouble the reader with, 
except his renewing the aflurances he be- 
fore had given her of feeing her at Bath 
as foon as his bufinefs was diipatch'd. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Contaim a Irief account of yenny's 
journey to Batb ; and alfo fome paf- 
/ages which happened on her arrival 
there. 

1 EN NY, though (he had all the rea- 
J fon imaginable to be pleafed with this 
excurfion^ not only in the gratification 
of her curiofity in the fight of a place fhe 
had heard fo much of, but alfo in the fo- 
ciety pf the company flie went with ; of 
whofc charafters it is highly proper to 
give the reader fomye account. . 

Lady 
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Lady Speck had been the wife of a 
perfon of great diftinftion, whom ihe loft 
in thefirft year of their marriage j but as 
love had not been in the leaft confulted by • 
either party in the formation of that uni- 
on, fo grief had for his death little efFeft, 
either on the delicacy of her complexion, 
or the fprightlihefs of her humour-, fhe 
had'alfo fome confolations which many 
widows want ; for befides a very large 
jointure fettled on her by her marriage 
articles, flie was now in pofTeflion ot an 
eftate of near two thoufand pounds a year, 
by the deipife of an uncle. 

The age of this lady did not exceed 
twenty-five-, mifs Wingman, who was 
her fifter by h^r mother's fide, was fix or 
feven years younger, and a, great heircfs ; 
both of them had a great deal of wit and 
vivacity, but though they faw all the gay 
company in town, and conversed freely, 
neither of them had been guilty of any 
thin^ that could call their condudt in 
quqftion, or caft a blemilh on their repu- 
tations. 

Thefe ladies, to whofe charadters I 

(hould alfo have added that of being very 

^ agreeable in their perfons, could not fail 

<5f attradiing a great iiumber of admirers ; 

ind ^ their going -to Bath was no fecret, 

■^'■- > '^'- -'^ ^ ; 'thofe 
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thofe who were moft eager to prove the 
finccrity of their attachment, thought they 
could not do it a better way than by fol- 
lowing then). 

But there were two who diftinguifh'd 
thcmfelves from all the reft of their com- 
petitors, by a particular a£t of knight 
errantry, thcfe were mr. Lovegrove and 
lord Huntly; the one had for Ibme time 
made his addrefles to lady Speck, and the 
other either was, or pretended to be paf- 
fionately devoted to her lifter. 

Thefe gentlemen, who were intimate 
friends, and the mutual confidants of each 
other's paffion, coiKrived a little plot of 
love and gallantry between them, the 
idea of which gave them as much plea- 
furc as they doubted not but their mif- 
treffes would receive in the execution of it. 

Having taken care to inform thcm- 
felves as cxa6tly as poffible of the time in 
which the ladies were to fet out, they left 
London fome hours fooner, and arrived 
at Maidenhead early enough to accom- 
plifh what they had projefted. 

They put up at the firft great inn in 
the town, and having given orders for a 
very elegant dinner to be prepaixd, pott- 
ed 
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cd themfelves in a room that looked to- 
wards the road, that they might be ready 
to intercept the ladies, in cafe they ihould 
not intend to bait at this place. 

This precaution was neceflary, for lady 
Speck's Jehu was driving furioufly on, as 
they generally do when pafling through 
any town or village where they have not 
orders to flop.— The gentlemen faw them 
atadiftance, and immediately fallied out. 
Lord Huntlcy*s two fervants laid hold of 
the bridles of the fore horfes, and one of 
Mr. Lovegrove's, with an authoritative 
voice, caird to the coachman to draw back 
the reins, their principals at the fame 
time advanced at the coach door, and 
accofted thofe within it, in thefe terms : 

^« Wearreft you, ladies, in the name of 
« love, faid lord Huntley 5 that God, fo 

* univerfally obeyed, has commiflion*d us, 

* his faithful votaries, to ftop your far- 
' ther progrcfs without his fpecial leaver 
* ' — Ceres and Bacchus are too of the p^ r- 

* ty, ad^ed mr. Lovegrove, and it would 

* be in vain for you to think of refifting 

* their united influence.* 

That 'momentary furprife which the 
ladies were in at the firft ftoppage of their 
coach' vanifh*d on the fight of the per- 

VoL. I. K lon.*^ 
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fons who had occafionM it •, and lady 
Speck, who happened to fit on that fide 
where they were, anfwer'd with a great 
deal of fpirit, * We have nothing to do 

* with the milchievious little deity ; — but 

* as to Ceres and Bacchus, they are bc- 

* neficent powers, and I think we ought 

* to fliew them fome complaifance ; — 
« What fay you ladies ?' continued fhe, 
turning to her filter and mifs JeflTamy \ 
the latter of whom, being wholly una- 
quainted with the gentlemen, made no re- 
ply, nor indeed had fhe time ; for mils 
"Wingman prefently took up the Word, 
^nd faid, * Nay fitter, I think we have no 

* choice to make -, we are taken prifbnefs 

* and muft fubnait to the Jaws ot the con- 

* querors.* 

The coach door was then open*d, the 
ladies were handed out and conduced in- 
to a room, where they found the table- 
cloth laid, and fide-board fet forth with 
^s much elegance and propriety as if diey 
had been in their own houfes ; but as 
they catne fom^wh^t fooner than the gen- 
tlemen cxpefted, mr. Lovegrovc left lord 
Huntly to entertain them for a moment^ 
while he went down to give orders for ha- 
itening dinner. 

As 
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As he was returning from this little ex- 
pedition a poft-chaife, attended by one 
fervant, came galloping into the yard of 
the inn ; the perfon who alighted from it 
was fir Robert Manley, a very great ac- 
quaintaincc of mr. Lovegrove's ; they im- 
mediately faw each other, and mutually 
advanced with open arms. 
» 
On putting the queflSon to each other 
concerning the rout they were purfuing, 
Lovegrove related in a few words the me- 
thod that lord Huntly and himfeif had 
taken, to ingratiate themfelves into the 
fevour of their miftreffes, 

« You are happy fellows, faid fir Ro- 

* hert, fmiling, I am for Bath too; but 

* you fee how forlorn and folitary my 
^ * journey will be in comparifon of yours, 

* who carry along with you thofe pleafures 

* I am obliged to go in fearch of/ 

Mr, Lovegrove then told him, thert 
was a third lady in. company, * who 

* young and handfome as (he is, faid he, 

* is like to have but a dull time of it, as 

* my lord and I have our particular at- 
« tachments; therefore, if I could prevail 

* on you to join us, we fhould be all 

* right, and more at liberty to indulge 

* our fevcral inclinations/ 

K2 -l 
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* I underftand you, replied the baro- 

* net, and was never backward in my 

* life to come to the relief of a diftrteflcd 

* fair one ; I fliall find fomcthlng or odier 
"^ to fay to her, while you arc entertaining 
•- your miftrejBfes.' 

On this the other purpofed that he 
fnould profeaite his journey with them, 
in lord Huntley's landau ; to which he 
a!fo agreeing, difcharg'd in tlic feme in* 
ftant riic poft-chaife that had brought him 
tliicher, and they went up ftairs together 
to join the company.- 

* I havt ftaid a long time, faid oir; 

* juovcgrovc, prefenting fir Robert, btnr 

* have brought my cxcuie in nryi hand;*-^ 
This gentleman was particularly known to 
lord Huntley, and. no ftranger to lady 
Speck and her fitter, and was received by 
tScm with all'imaginiablc demonftmtions 
of fatisfadion ; but Jenny, not having the 
Icaft perjfonal acquaintance with hiiht fakJ 
no more th^n what bare civility demafldT^ ■ 
cd from her to .a man of his rank and 
chara3:cr. 

The converfation, during the time of 
dinner, becoming extremely gay and fpi* 
rituous, our young heroine howevtr bore 
^ part in it, with fo mufljL wit and viva*- 

city. 
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city, which, added to her other charms, 
could not fail of captivating almoft any 
heart, not already ftrongly prepoflefs'd in 
favour of another objco: j — his lordfliip 
and mr. Lovegrove were defended, ni t 
only by the ideas, but alfo by the pre-, 
fence of their miftreffcs ; but what the 
heart of fir. Robert Manley felt on the 
fudden rulh of fuch united pcrfedion, 
will very Ihortly be difcover*d. 

It would be quite needlefs to tell the 
reader that the table was elegantly ferv'd, 
for no one can fuppofe tbit gentlcL:iivn, 
who had taken fo much pains to acqu.rc 
an opportunity of entertaining their mi- 
ftrefles, would omit any thing for that 
pufpofe which the place they were in 
was capable of furnilhing. 

The fame fpirit of gallantry continued 
during the whole journey, — wherever they 
baited, which was as often as any agree- 
able profpeft invited ; the ladies had no- 
* thing to pay, either for themfelves, their 
fervants, or their horfes ; — as they travell'd 
very leifurely they found, on their ar- 
rival at Bath, their women attendants, 
who had come down with their luggage 
in the ftage coach, had been there fome 
hours before them, and prepared every 
thing neceffa y for their reception at the 
K 3 lodging: s 
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lodgings which lady Speck had previ- 
oufly taken csra to fecure. 

'It being towards evening when they 
came into. the town, the gentlemen, after, 
feeing their fair companions fafe into their 
apartments, withdrew, on pretence of leav- 
ing them to take that repofe which the de- 
licacy of their conftitutions might require j 
but, in reality, to go about the execution 
of a prqjed they had all three been con- 
certing on the road, and which they 
imagined would give the ladies a iecond 
Jurprifc, no lefs agreeable than the for- 
m:r. ' 

They had. been told fhefC were -a com- 
pany of players, and a tolerable good 
'band of mufick, at that time in town-, and 
as thefe people were to fee employed for 
yvhat they had defign'd, they went di- 
re^ly to the tJieatre, and- hired. fpcJii of 
tliem apS they found moft fit fo< their pur- 
pofe V ,which was no other than to compli- 
ment the ladies, on their arrival, in a 
manner altogether n<ew and unexpefbed. 

_: Jvprd Kuntjey, who wa$ a native of 
the kingdom of Ireland, had brought 
ov^r with him a little mufical interlude, 
which had been exhibited at a marriage 
feaft where his lordlhip had been a gueft, 

As 
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As they, were upon the fubjeft of gal* 
lantry, he propofed to mr. Lovegrove ta 
entertain the ladies With this piece, by 
way of giving them their welcome to Bath, 
in cafe they fhouid be able to procure 
people to perform the parts, * 

* Thft peribnages which compofed the 
drama, were Love, Honour and Plea- 
sure.- — Mr. Lovegrove was charm' d with 
the tho^ht -, and fir Robert Maniey faid, 
that nothing could be more fuitably 
adapted to tlie defiga they were at prefeiit 
upon. 

The pkiy-houfe, a^ I hare already faid, 
fi^ply^d them with performers better than 
th^y could even have hoped for in that 
place ;-r-a flaxen hair'd bojr, with Ipark- 
Jing eyes,— cheeks which imitated the 
'new- -blown rofe, and an admirable voice. 
Was chofd to reprefent the Gob of soft 
DEsiaEs. - — A man of a moft gracefol af- 
pcft,' and who had great Ikill in mufick,, 
WM to appear in the charader of Ho- 
nour. — A very beautiful young woman, 
tod wiio aifo fungv^ll, was to afllime the 
Mme of Pleasure % and feemed, by her 
looks ^ai^ manner^ to be capable of gi- 
ving a very juft idiea of the Charaftcr flie 
bore. 

K 4, Thefiy 
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Thcfe people, properly habited and 
^qiiippM for the fcveral- parts they were to 
aft, and attended by muficians with va- 
rious kinds of inftruments^ were all pla- 
ced in a clofe arbour, at the farther end of 
tlie garden bdonging to the houfe where 
the ladies lodged ;' the xniftrefe of whkrii 
lord Huntley had acquainted with the de- 
fign of furprifing the ladies with a morn- 
ing's entertainment^ and conduced them 
in through a back door with fecrecy, ac- 
cording to the dircdions given her by his 
lordlhip. 

Every thing being thus prepared^ a 
fcrvant was difpatchM to fhc ladies, with 
the compliments of lord Huntley, mr. 
Lovegrove, and fir Robert Manleyj and 
entreating permiflion to wait on them, • 
which being granted, they all inMnediate- 
ly went ; — the latter of thefe gentlctiien 
having, perhaps, as ftrong an attachment 
to be of the party as either of the former. 

Scarce were the firft falutations over, 
when the concert began, with an over- 
ture of wind and ftring inftruments, ac- 
companied with an harpficord •, — the 
ladies ftarted ; — ' Blefs me! cryM one ; 
* — What's this? — mufick, — cry'd 
« another, — and fo near * us, — where 
* can it come from ?* • The 
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* The founds, faid mr. Lovegrove,. 
< feem to me to proceed from behind the 

* houfe. — Certainly *tis fa, rejoined lord 

* Huntley,— I fancy, ladies, yoo will hear 

* it more diftinftly in the ntxt room/ In 
fpeaking thefe words, without ftaying for 
pirmiflion to do fo, he threw open the 
folding doors and th^y all ran i^^ 

But how prodigioufly were the fair 
audience furprifed, when, on drawing up 
the windows^ tloiy faw the garden planted 
on each fide with mufieians, who all, at 
fight of them bow*d with the moft pro- 
found reverence alriioft to the earthy in 
token that it was to them their prefent la- 
bours ^re devoted. 

' What cart thk mean? faid kdy 
Spegk. -M- Here are thofe coming, xv- 

* p}y*4i»r/ Lovegrove, who 1 believe wifl 

• explain the myftety.' There was time for 
no more on either fide : Honour rufli^cT 

-forth from his leafy covert, conduifling 
little Cu^iD by the hand, and both ad- 
vanced together to the middle of the 
alley ; where, rfter making their obeifance 
to the windows, they began a duet, ex- 
prcflintg tlie advantages each of them re- 
ceived by" the fellowfliip of the other. 
Lo^fi. confefe'd that his Darts carricct 
K 5 gall 
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gall inftead of honey into the heart they 
reached, when not under the direftion of 
Honour ; — ^and Honour acknowledged, 
:he never appeared fo truly amiable as 
"When accompanied by Lov£. 

They lud no fooner ceafed than Plea- 
15URE camQ tripping out, and told them, in 
a cantato, whenever they two were ynited, 
flie muft neceflarily follow with all the 
fweets of nature.-^They made her fuitabie 
anfwers in recitativo. — ^^After which the 
whole was concluded with a grand cho- 
rus. 

♦ 

This entertainment had ali the effeft 
that could be wifli'dfor by the contrivers 
of it; — Jenny was charmed with the 
elegance of the defign, — mifs Wingman 
wiui the words, and lady Speck with the 
mufick. —^ In fine, they all feem*d to 
Vye with each Other in giving the gfeateft 
praifes to it. ' ' : ' 

^Vhile they were thus e:s^reffing their 
jati^faftion, tile gentlemen put their 
heads out of the witidow, and tord-Hunt- 
ley, in the. name of the reft, faid to the 
aftors : — * We fhall fee you this evening 
< at the theatre, and make our acknow- 

* ledgements for the trouble we have 

* given you •, in the mean time ypu may 

• carry 
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^ carry with you the glory of knowing. 
* yoyr performance has been approved o^* - 
^ by the fineft ladies in. the world/ 

On this the- players^, after nlakinga low 
bow to the company, retired, and were 
condufted ,out of the garden by the gen- 
dewoman of tke houfe, through the lame: 
gaite by which they had enter*d. 

A^ j«ece of gallantry', fo flattering tO' 
tiie vanity of the young and gay, could 
not but receive from lady Speck and her 
iiftef, all the retributions it demanded 
from them^ ^— and Jenny, though far 
from thinking herfelf a party interefted ia^ 
k, faid a thoufand: fine things^ in it^ 
praife. 

Charmed as the lovers were with the 
gra«ious acceptance their miftreffes vouch- 
fefed to wh^t they had* done;, their polite- 
nefs reminded them,: that they had alrea* 
dy tranfgrefs'd the ufual boundaries of a^ 
morning's vifit j therefore they took leave 
tailL a. more convenient hour of the day^. 
' fiiouid permit thea> t6 return. < 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Treats of many things^ which though 
they mayfeem at prefenf^ lefs offering 
ibanfome others^ yet are very necef- 
fary for the reader to be acQuainted 
mib, before we proceed fartMT ifUo 
the bifiory. 

YOUTH, beaut/t and wit, havedc- 
fervingly a very powerful influence 
over the human heart y and every dav> 
experience obliges us Xf> pwn, that wealth,, 
without the aid of any of thefe, is of itfelf 
fufEcient to captiv^e \ — it fupplies all 
qther dcfefts \ — it fmooth3 the winkles* of 
fcurfcOTe ; — it ihgpes deformity into . 
oomelinefs, and gives graces toidiotifirt 
itfelf ; as it is faid by the inimitable. 
Shakefpear: 

; Gold! yellow, glittering, precrQUsgoldf 
Gold! that will make black, white/-, foul, 
fair; wrong, right V' ' ' - " 
Bafe, noble •, old, young \ cowards, va- 
liant ! 

But when the gifts of nature arc joined 
with'<l!ofe-^of fortune, how ftrong is the 

attradlion 

V 
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attraction 1 — how irrefiftible is the force 
of fuch united charnis ! according^ to the 
words of the humorous poet t 

Hence 'tis, no lover has the power 
T* enforce a defperate amour. 
As he that has two firings to's bow. 
And burns for love and money too. 

We ought not therefore, methinks, to 
judge with too much feverity on the vani- 
ty of a fine lady j who feeing herfelf per- 
petually furrounded with a crowd of 
lovers, each endeavouring to excel all his' 
rivals in the moll eixtravagant demonftra- 
tions of afFeftion, can hardly belifcve fhe 
deferves not fome part, at leaft, of thp ad- 
miration Ihe receives. 

But what pretence foever we may make 
to excpfe the weaknefs of exulting in a 
multiplicify^ of lovers, it is ftill a wcakneft 
which all imaginable care ought to be 
taken to fubdue ; as it may draw on the 
moft fatal confequenecs both en the ad- 
mirers^ and admired : — What duels have 
been fought ! — What torrents of blood 
have been Ihed in the mad-brain'd fury of 
jealous rivalfliip \ — And how often l^ve 
we fecn the idol fair herfelf^ who lately 
triumphed in the pains fhe gave, negleft* 

; - . ' - - cd 
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ed in her turn, — deferred and aJban^ . 
donM to the laft defpair! 

But this is only for fuch whom it may 
concern ; the ladies I am .at prefent Ipeak- 
ing of were of a different ftarap ; lady 
Speck bad fomething of a pretty particu- 
lar nature, both in her humour and cha- 
rafter, as the reader will hereafter be in^ 
formed •,. in the mean time muft contenC: 
himfelf with a fmall fketchi of both* 

She liked a freedom of converfadon; 
with the men, but then fhe liked that 
converfation fliould be general; flie toot 
neither pride nor pleafure in the particular 
devoirs of thofe who profefs'd themfelves: 
. her lovers v and the encouragement fhe gave 
to the addrefles oi mr. Lovegrove and o- 
thers, was not the eflfeft of any coquetry in- 
ter difpofition, but was- occafion'd merely 
by her policy,, as Ihe thought fuch a bc- 
jiaviour would be the bed means to con- 
ceal a fecret inclination fhe had entertained 
in favour of one ; which inclination ma- 
ny reafons forbid her to make known» or 
even to be gu^f$'4 at. 

Mifs Wingman was of a humour fo^ • 
very volatile, that it was quite out of her 
power to think ferioufly for a minute tOr 
gether on any one thing whatever, and 

low 
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love the Icaft of all took up her attention ^ 
— always pleafed, — • always happy, Ihe 
neither, plumed herfelf on the new con- 
quefts {he acquired, nor regretted the I0& 
of thofe flaves^ who, weary of their bon- 
dange, (hook off her chains. 

As for the heroine of this hiftory, her 
early engagement with Jemmy was fa 
well known, -that it had hitherto defend- 
ed her from all attacks, cither to put her 
confiancy to the trial, or Ihew the world 
in what manner (he would behave amidft 
A plurality of lovers. 

But now the time was come in which 
this young lady was to givempft fubftan- 
tid proofs, not only of Jier affedion and 
fidelity to the man whom (he looked up- 
on ordained to be her future husband, but 
al(b o( her geriero(ity and gratitude to- 
thofe to whofe paffionflie had it not either 
in her power or indination to make aa 
adequate return. 

As all the arts of love and wit were put 
in praftice by lord Huntley and mr. Love- 
grove,, in the court they made to their 
rcipcftive miftre(Jesi fir Robert Maniey 
thought it would ill become a man of his 
years and charader to let a ^nc lady fit^ 
neg^eded by, efpecially one who appeared- 
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fo deferving as Jenny did, of all that 
could be faid in her praile. 

But though the com[^ments he en- 
tertained her with bad at firft no other 
foundation than mere gallantry, yet the 
manner in which fhe received them, and 
the anfwers (he gave, were fuch as would 
have rendered it impoffible fyr hiai to 
have withftood the charms of her tongue, 
even had he been unfufcepiibk to thoie of 
her eyes. 

In fine» none of the perfe&idns fhe was 
endowed with were loft upon hkn ; he 
loon found the full efFeds of a paifion he 
had been only fpprting with» and mighc 
fay with Cowley, 

Unhurt, untouchM, did I complain. 
And terrify *d all others with my pain j 
But now I feel the mighty evif. 
Ah there's no fooling with the devil ; 
In things where fancy much does reign 
'Tis dangerous too cunningly to feign 5; 
The play at laft a truth does grow, 
And cuftom into nature go. - 

Love, tho' it may be counterfeited fc' 
as not to be, without great penetration, 
^ifco^cr'd to be falfej cannot, wherever it 
is* finccre, be wholly eonceal'd j -fir Ro- 
bert's 
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bert's two friends perceived the change 
in him before he was quite aflur'd of it 
in himfelf : — they were a little pleafant 
with him on the occafion ^ but at the fame 
time acknowledged, that the beauty and 
merit of mifs Jenny Jeffamy demanded 
all the refpcd that could be paid to her. 

Sir Robert on this readily cbnfefs'd, 
that he 'had never ittn a young lady whofe 
pcrfbn and accomplifhmeiats gave a more 
fair profpeft of making compTeatly happy 
the man, who fliould poffefs her ; • But, 

* faid he,^ have been told fomcwhat of 

* an engagement fhe is under, and I 

* fhould be forry to appear cither unjuft 
' in attempting to invade the property 

* of another, or fo wekk as to give up 

* my heart entirely without a poflibility 
« of having it well recdv'd,* 

liOrd Huntley and mr. Lovegrove were 
neither of them ignorant of what he meant; 
- but the. former having heard^ in cafual 
coiiverfation, fome' of thofe whifpcrs which 
the artifices of Bellpine had circulated 
through almoft all companies, cried ha-^ 
ftily out,. « If a match between mifs Jenny 

* and a young heif of her own name, be 

* 'the fole impediment to yotir making 
Ipl^your. addreffes to her, I believe I may 

* venture to aflure you, from very gopd 

* hands, 
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• hands, that it is quite broke ofF-^ and 

• that forfomc time they have neither re- 

• garded nor treated each other with any 

• thing more than a bare civility/ 

* Your lordfhip's intelligence, faid mr. 

• Lovegrove, feems to me agreeable to 

• reafon on the nature of the thing \ the 

• marriage was agreed upon by their pa- 

• rents before the young people were ca- 

• pable of judging for themfclrcfs, and as 

• now they are arrived at years of matu- 

• rity, I fee no caufe, except a difinclina- 

• tion on the one fide or the other fdr 

• delaying the eonfummatioft of what wais 

• fo long ago projefted.* 

People eafily bcKevse what rficy wilh, 
and indeed there was U>. tEiXxch aj^Dearance 
of reaibn in the inference mh Tjovegrove 
had drawn^ that it is not to be wonder'd 
at that the ypung bwot^^t readily gave 
into it. 

But be was ftill better fatisfied, whei), 
after having declared how happy he fhould 
think fiimfelf in an ailurance of Jen- 
ny's heart being difengaged^ mr. livc- 
grove told him, that firtce he found he 
was & ferious in the affair, h^ wouH 
fp&k to lady Spedk, and endeavour to 
come at ^ certainty. 
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* And I, cried lord Huntley, will 

* found mifs Wingman on the occafion ; 

* I believe ftie will make no fcruple to in- 

* form what Ihe knows of it ; and as (lie 

* is nearer to her own years than her fif- 

* ter may be fuppofed to be, yet deeper 

* in her fccrets and confidants.' 

It would be fuperfluous to repeat the 
many retributions fir Robert made to the 
gentlenien on the friendly part they took 
in his intereift \ fo I (hall only fay, they 
were fuch as became the mouth of a maa 
very much in love, and who fcornM to 
make ufe of any difhonourable or unge* 
nerous means for the attainment of bis 

CHAP. XX. 

Is taken up with a converfation of very 
great importance, 

NEITHER lady Speck nor her Cfl:er 
vftxc ignorant of thofe reports which 
had been fo malicioufly fprc^d; concerning 
a change in the fexitiments of Jemmy 5 — 
they had heard it averr'd by feveral of 
their acquaintances, as a thii)g pafi: all 

difpute^ 
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difpute ; but as their fair friend had never 
made them the confidants of her imagi- 
nary misfortune, they thought it too tender 
and delicate a point to be touched upon in 
her prefence, and had always carefully 
avoided giving her the leaft hint that 
they had been told' of fuch a thing. 

It was owing however merely to the 
. cfteem and friendlhip they had towards 
her, that had induced them to perfuade 
her to accompany them to Bath, behcving 
that the pleafures of that place might keep 
her from refenting too deeply an indigni- 
.ty which few women are able to fupport 
with patience. 

Regarding her in the afFe<5lionate man- 
ner they did, it could not but afford them 
a good deal of fatisfadion to be informed 
by lord Huntley and mr. Lovegrove of 
the new conqueft fhe had made j judging, 
as they reafonably might, that the offer 
of a heart, fuch as that of fir Robert 
Manley, would fully compenfate fiwr the 
lofs they fuppofed (he had fuftainM by the 
infidelity of Jemmy. 

Both tlicfe ladies affured not only their 
lovers, but fir Robert himfelf> of the part 
they took in his intereft, and that they 
would lay hold of the firft opportunity to 

^ak 
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fpeak to Jenny on the affair, in fuch terms 
as fhould feem to tliem moJi effcdual to. 
convince her that Ihe ought not to flight 
a propofal which could not but prove for 
her honour and advantage to accept. 

They were puadual to their promife y 
the next mornirg^ as they were fitting all, 
together at breakf'aft, lady Speck intro-. 
duced wliat fhe intended to infinuate, by, 
making fome obfervations on the temper, 
and behaviour of mankind in general; till 
by degrees flie fell infeniibly, as it were, 
and without feeming to have any defign,, 
into very great commendations of fir Rp-. 
bert M.anleyi faying, that _ fhe thought, 
that he had more virtue and fewer faults,. 
than moft men of her acquaintance ; and . 
then aflc'd Jenny what . was her opi- 
nionof him. ^ v 

^ jReallji madam, replyed ilie, I pre- 
^ ten4 tovery little judmnent of mankind, 

* efpecially in thofc I H^V^ fenpwn fo 

* ihQrt a time 5 but by what I have fecn 
« of fir Robert, he appears to me to have, 
« honour and good fenfe, and alfo to be 
^ well natur'd/ 

* You have name^dj faid lady Speck, 
« the three grand requifites for making a 
« good hufband ; and I hope that the ob- 

'}t6t 
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« jeA of bis affefiions will ibon be con- 

* vinccd that he is poflfels*d of them, as 
^ well as with an infinity of love. 

* Is fir Robert then about marrying, 

* demanded Jenny. — * I cannot lay ahfo- 

* lutely about it, returned lady Speck ; 

* for I am pretty certain he has not yet 

* aflumed courage enough to make any 

* declaration of his paflHon ; all I know 
^ is, that he is moH violently in lov^.' 

* He is undoubtedly a yery fine Gen- 

* tleman, faid Jenny, and if his pafiion 

* be fincere and honourable he fhall have 

* my good wilhes for his fuccefs. As to 

* his fuccefe,- refum'd her ladyftiip, it 

* it depends entirely on yourfelf ; 7— for 
« I afliire you, it is with you he is in 
« love.' 

* With me! madam,* cry'd Jenny, 
very much aftonifli'd, and fetting down 
her difh of tea ; — « What docs yourlady- 

* Ihip mean ? — * I mean as I have faid, 

< replied the other ; — ► but if you have a 

< mind the intelligence Ihoufd be repeat- 
« ed, I will oblige you fo far. as to affure 
« you, that it is with your individual felf 

* fir Robert Manley is in love.* 

*I 
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* I perceive, faid Jenny, your lady- 

* fhip is pleafed to divert yourfelf this 

* morning at my expence. — - No, I pro- 
^ teft, returned lady Speck, I was ne- 
^ ver more in carnefl: in my whole life. 
' — Indeed, rejoin'd mifs Wingman,- I 

* can vouch wr my fitter's fincerity in 

* this point ; — iir Robert has made mn 

* Lovegrove and lord Huntley the con* 

* fidants of bis paffion ; and I believe you 

* will very foon hear it from his own 

* mouth.* 

* I hope not, anfwer'd Jenny, in a' 

* very refervedtone ; — for if fir Robert 

* has in reality any fuch inclinations to- 

* wards me as you mention, he Ihould 

* at leaft, methinks, have the prudence to 

* keep them to himfelf, as he cannot but 

* know my hand has long fincc been 
< deftincd to another.' 

* Say rather, cry*d lady Speck, ^ill-^^, 

* tended to be given j for- it is not in thei^^ 

* power of parents to make their chil- 

* drensfate^. — they often decree for "tt5> 

* what we do not think fit to comply 

* with even while they live, to awe us 

* into obedience by their frowns ; but 

* when they are dead, and we are left to » 

* the ma.nagement of ourfclves, we chil-> 

^ (dreii 
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* dren pay not much regard to the injundi- 

* ons of thofe who are no longer in a con- 

* dition.to thwart our inclinations.' 

* That may be the cafe fometimes ma- 

* dam, faid Jenny ; but I flioujd be 

* forry to be among the number of thofe 

* who verify it ; our parents have not on- 

* ly an undoubted right to difpofe of us, 

* but alfo are much better judges of what 

* will make our happinefs than ourfeives 

* can pretend to be/ 

* AH this is very true, cryM mifs Wing- 
man very brifkly, but how much foever 

* thofe who would pafsforthe difcreet part 

* of our fex may picque »themfclves upon 

* their implicit obedience in this point, 

* I believe the men will not be found al- 

* together fo fanguine in the performance 

* of their duty.' 

* No, no, reply*d lady Speck, incli- 

* nation does all on their part j — it is not 

* virtue, — it is not wit, — it is not beau- 

* ty, — itis not all the pcrfcdtions that 

* Heaven and nature can beftow, — but 

* Fancy, — partial Fancy, by which the 

* heart of man is influenced; and that 
•woman who perfeveres in her afFeftion 

* for a lover, who either never did, or 

* having once done fo, ceafes to regard 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



jEMMY42;^i Jennv Jessamy. S17 

* her as he oughr, difcovers a meannefs 

* of fpirit which muft render her con- 
' temptible, both in his eyes and thofc 

* of all her acquaintance.' 

Jenny, whofe penetration few things 
efcaped, prefently comprehended that 
this difcourfe was aim'd to raife fonie 
fufpicions in her mind concerning the 
conftancy of Jemmy •, and looking oti 
fuch an attempt as highly injurious both 
to herfelf and him, anfwer*d with fome- 
what of what the French call a fierty 
in her voice and countenance, in thefc 
terms: 

* The more ridiculous it appears, faid 

* Ihe, the more reafon has mr. Jeflamy 

* and myfelf to thank Heaven for di- 
^ refting the care of our indulging fa- 

* thers to caft our lot where there is no 
' danger of fuch a misfortune happening 

* to neither of US'* 

Lady Speck and mifs Wingman look- 
ed on each other with fome amazement 
while Jenny was fpeaking, as not well 
knowing what to think 5 but after a paufe 
of fome minutes, * Some people, faid 
« lady Speck, a little IcorniuUy, take a 

* pride in being blind to what half the 

* town has long fince feen and laugh'd 

Vol, I. L 'at; 
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* at.' Here fhe ftoped, and mifs Wing^ 
man, who was the more fpiritous of the 
two, and a good deal nettled at the tart 
manner in which Jenny had fpoke, cry'd 
out, * Dear fifter, I beg you will fliew 

* mifs Jeffamy the letter your ladyfhip re- 

* ceived fince our coming down to Bath ; 

* it is .the duty of her triends to force 
« open her eyes, as ftie feems obftinate to 

* fhut daylight out.* 

« It is a thing I have been very loth 
« to mention, refum'd lady Speck, and 

* now doit with an extreme reluftance; 

* but fince there is no other way to con- 

* vince you that the world is not fb ig- 
^ norant as you imagine, of the incon* 

< ftancy and perfidioufnefs of mr. Jef- 
« famy, read that, — and ceafe for the 

< future to offer any thing in the yin- 
« dicatioh of fo unworthy a man/ 

In fpeaking thefe words llie took a Jet- 
ter out of her pocket and put it into 
Jenny's hand, which that young lady 
opening, with an agitation of fpirits visry 
unufual with her, found it contained as 
follows, 



To 
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To the Honourable Lady Spbck, 
at Bath. 

Madam, 

** A ^ ^ know very well that minds • 
** i\ truly benignant and humane, lilce 
** your ladyftiip's, take a pleafure in 
** every opportunity of dofng good, I 
" (hall make no apology for the trouble 
** of tliis anonymous epiftle ; efpecially as 
** it is wrote with a view of ferving a 
" young lady, who io well deferves 
** and poffeffcs fo much of your lady- 
** Ihip's kind wilhes as mifs Jeflamy," 

** But not to keep your lady (hip in 

*^ fufpence, permit me to acquaint you, 

" that mr. Jefiamy, who for fome time 

** has made his private addrefles to mifs 

" Chit, has now taken the opportunity 

" of your fair friend's abfence to avow 

** publickly his paffion for that young 

** perfon. Some people will have it, 

" that every thing is already fo far con- 

** eluded upon between them that a 

*• marriage will very fhortly be con- 

** fummated -, but this I will not pretend 

** to affirm : it is certain, however, that 

" he loves her ; and that a little fkill in 

** mufic, out-ballances, in his giddy 

^ fancy, all the real merits of the beau- 

** tiful and accompliOied rnife Jeflajny." 

L 2 "I 
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** I know not whether Ihe is as yet ap- 
" prizM of his infidelity, or has even any 
" fufpicions of it ; but the lefs^fhe is fo the 
'* more will it Ihock her tender iiature 
*' to find, at her return, that he is mar- 
*' ried, or about being married to ano- 
" ther. — How could her gentle heart 
*' lupport the fudden difappointment ? 
*' — How bear the double pangs of the 
*« indignity off^er'd to her love and beau* 
< • ty ? — Fatal, alas, might be the conjfe- 
" quences of fuch a flroke, if n©t 
*^ prcvi'jufly prepar'd and arm'd againft 
*c it !*' 

" It depends greatly on your lady/hip' 
. ••* to Ihield that injured innocence from 
" being too deeply afFefted with her. 
" misfortune 5 and as her cafe muft touch 
^' every one who has a foul capable of 
*« focial commiferation, I take the liberty, 
" with all fubmiffion, to entreat you, 
, ** madam, to give her fuch warnings of 
*' her fate as may render the certainty, 
" whenever it fliall arrive, lefs heavy to 
** be borne i — if once thoroughly per- 
*' fuaded there is a probability of hi^ 
•' being falfe, it will at leaft take off the 
<* alarming furprife of finding he is fo ; 
*< and the more early ihe is brought , to 
f' fufpedt his bafcnefs, "the more op^r-^ 

\* tunity 
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** tunity (he will have to exert the good 
**• fenfe fhe is miftrefs of, in defpifmg in- 
** ftead of lamenting it.** 

«< The manner in which this is mod 
** proper to be done will beft be de- 
*« termined by your ladyfliip's fuperior 
** judgment: [ only beg that the above 
«* hints may be received, in an affurance 
*' that they proceed from a heart truly 
•' devoted to honour and virtue, and en- 
• ' tirely free from all views but fuch a^ 
** may be conducive to promote the 
*' caufcof thofe noble principles." 

I am> 
With a profound refpeft. 

Madam, 

Your ladyfhip's 

Moft humble, 

Moft faithful 

And obedient fervant. 

P. S. •« Your ladyfhip will pardon 
** the concealment of my name for the 
•* prefent, as an advice of this nature 
♦* might probably fubjeft theperfon who 
*' gives it to many great inconvenien- 
** cies, if known before the affair to 
L 3 ** which 
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•• which it relates is abfolutely conclu- 
*' dcd and paft beyond a^l poffibility of 
" denial." 

Scarce had Jenny patience to go 
through with this invidious fcroU; — 

• Good God,* cryM ihc, to lady Speck ; 

• — 'Who is it can have the bafenefs to 

• aflert fuch monftrous untruths, or the 

• prefumption to attempt making your 

• iadyftiip's good nature the dupe of a 
^ defign 10 vilTanous, and withal fo mean?' 

Then immediately recolledling wliat 
had juft now been told her concerning 
the p^flion fir Robert Manley had enter- 
tained for hef, flic hefitatec] not a mo- 
ment to accufe him of having taken^ this 
method to alienate her aBFeftions from 
Jemmy ; and looking on the contrivance 
with that contempt and indignaticm it 
really deferved, began to reproach in 
terms the moft bitter that could iflue 
from a mouth fo little accuftom'd to in- 
veftives. 

The two ladies feem'd quite aftonilh'd 
at her behaviour, and both join'd to en^ 
deavour to convince her of the injuftice 
to fir Robers, who they believed had too 
much honour to attempt the gaining of 
his point by a way fo abjeft and fo un- 
worthy 
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'^'orthy of his charaAer ; and to clear his 
innocence, aflured her . that they had 
heard an account of Jemmy *s infidelity 
from many hands before they .had left 
London; or th^t fir Robert bad ever 
fecn her face. 

All they could fay, however, was infuf- 
ficient to make Jenny recede from her 
opinion; the difpute grew pretty warm, 
and would probably have run to greater 
lengths, if it had not been fcafonably in- 
terrupted by fome company coming to 
vifit them. 



CHAP. XXI. 

Gives an account of fome paffages^^ 
ivbicb^ added to the Jormer^ affords 

' our ,beroine much matter oj difcon^ 
tent. 

JENNY had been fo much diicom« 
pofed and ruffled at the difcourfe of 
the ladies, and the letter Ihewn to her 
by them, that neither her natural 
fprightlinefs and gaycty, nor all the ef- 
forts her reafon made, were fufficient \o 
L 4 re-fcttlc- 
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rc-fettle in her mind thar happy ferenity 
flic enjoy'd before. 

She had not the leaft tinfture of jea- 
toufy in her compofition ; The had al- 
ways depended on the fincerity of Jen>- 
my, and as yet was far Irom believing 
that he could be falfe j but it vexed her 
to be told that otliers thought him fo; 
that he pafs'd in the eyes of the wotld for 
an inconftant and ungrateful man ; and 
what was ftill more infupportable, that 
herfelf was look*d upon as a flighted 
and forfaken miftrefs. 

Pity is fa near a-kin to contempt^ that k 
few women of fpirit can bear it; even* 
thofe who have the leaft &are of vanity, 
I believe, would rather chufe to be envy'4 
and hated for having too much the power 
€)f pleafingi than commlferated for their 
want of it. 

The afFeftion fhe had for Jemmy was 

not of that fond and fbolifli nature as 

to make, her wiili to be for ever in his 

light; Ihe had been abferft from him 

more weeks than fhe had now been days> 

without the leaft repining or inquietude ; 

\ but on the hearing of this ftory Ihe 

j could not keep herfelf from being excef- 

r ' finely 
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lively impatient for his coming down to 
Bath-, — not that Ihe defirM his pre- 
lence to clear any doubts of her own,. 
but that his behaviour might convince 
the company Ihc was with of their mi- 
ifcakc as to his fidelity. 

The promife he had made of follow* 
ing her when fhe left London, and which 
had fince been confirmed by two.fe- 
vcral letters ilie had received from him,, 
made her exped his arrival would be ve- 
ry foon, and flie was pleafing herfelf with 
the thoughts how that event woOld'make 
lady Speck and mifs Wingman afhamed 
of having too raftily given credit to a 
calumny, which Ihe .doubted not but 
they would then fee had not the leaft 
foundation-. 

But this was a fatkfaftion which va- 
nifh'd in a very fliort fpace of time -^ 
a few hours made her know that fhe 
muft wait much longer ttern fhe had' 
imagined for the completion of what 
at prefent her pride made her fo. ardent- 
ly defire.- . ' i . . - 

The evening of that very fame day,. 

whofe morning had occafion'd in her 

breaft thefe various perturbations, pre- 

fented her with fbmething which was far 

L 5 . from 
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^ from lulling them to reft.— -Juft as (he 
'was going to the aflembly-room with the 
ladies and fome other company, the pod 
brought her a letter, the contents where* 
cf were thefe: 

To Mifs J E s s A M y, at Bath. 

Dear Jenny, 

*' T Am in fo ill a humour, that I be- 
** •* licve it would be utterly out of my 
•* power to write to any one perfon in 
•* the world except yourfelf ; and yet it 
'* is almoft entirely on your account 
^* that I am thus difconcerted. This 
*< you may think a paradox, hut .1 fhall 
" foon explain the riddle." 

" For three whole days fuccefiively I 
" have been every hour expedling the ar- 
** rival of my ftcward ; but laft night, 
♦* inftead of himfelf I received a letter 
** from him, acquainting me that ha- 
** ving becnpbliged to make afeifure oa 
** one of my tenant's cfFefts, that af-. 
•* fair would of neceffity detain him at 
" leaft fcven or eight days longer.'* 

** Judge how feverely this accident has 
^' mortify'd me, as it deprives me fo 
" much longer than 1 hop d of the plea- 

** furcs 
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•* fUres of the Bath, and what is infinite- 
** ly more valuable to me, the fight of 
*' my dear Jenny *, — confole me as of- 
*« ten you can with your letters v — it is 
•* in them alone I can take any true fa- 
«* tisfadion during this enforced abfenc* 
^ — FareweU — I flatter myfeif there 
•* is no need of frefh aflurances to con-^ 
** vincc you that I am. 

With the warmeft afFeftion,: 

My dear Jenny^^s 

Moft devoted and 

Obedient fervant, 

% J, Jess A MY. 

P. S. *• My friend Bellpine, who is 
•• now with me, defires you will accept 
** his compliments and beft wifhes j — ^ 
" we are juft going together to hear a 
•* fiae piece of mufic, if my chagrin 
*« does not turn the notes into difcord. 
«« '— Once more for this tiiHe, — my deaj 
" Jenny, — adieu.** 

Jenny withdrew to a window to take 

juft a curfory view of this cpiftle ; for 

being waited for by the company Ihe 

could not, without a breach of civility, 

give herfclf time to examine it with that 

L6 ftriands 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^28 rbe HISTORY af 
ftrifbnefs the prefenc fituation of her mind 
inclined her to do. She was, however, 
fufficiently miftrefs of the" fenfe of it to 
perceive ftie muft npt cxpeft to fee him 
9t Bath fo ibon as fhe wifh'd ; and this 
delay, as my fair readers will eafily be- 
lieve, gave no fmall mortification bodi 
to her pride and love* 

The aOemWy was more than ordinarily 
brilliant that night ; but not all the di- 
verfions and gallantries of the place could 
difCpate the gloom that hung hdivy on 
her fpirits, and as fhe was an ill dif* 
fembler, was but two vifible iaher coun- 
tenance*. 

It was not that ia the flight perufal 
Ihe had been able to give Jemmy's let- 
ter fhe had found any thing to confirm 
the informations of lady Speck and mils 
Wingman, but the delay of his com- 
ing, at a time when fhe thought his pre- 
fence fo necefTary to clear b^h his own 
and her reputation, that alone gave her 
^ thefe inquietudes •, and the difappoint- 
X ment was more grievous, as it was the 
Nfifft fhe as yet bad ever met with. 

Not all her eflforts could enable her to 
behave with her accuftomed vivacity that 
laight 5 -^ Ihc bore very little part in the 

convcrfation j. 
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convcrfation 5 — was wholly unattentivc 
to the mufic, as well as the fine thingis. 
faid to her ; and whenever ihc fpoke, it 
vras in fuch a manner as made it eafy to 
perceive fhc would rather have chofe to 
have remained filent. 

Confcious of this dcfedt, and finding, 
herfelf altogether unfit for company, Ihe 
pretended a violent head-ach,, and retired 
ibme hours before the ufual time. 

On her coming home Ihe fhut herfelf 
up in her own apartment, and gave 
ilrift orders to her maid that no ojie 
ihould difturb her j thea fell to examin- 
ing, with the utmoft exadtnefs, every fen- 
tence of the letter which had created in 
her fo much uneafinefs; — fhe compared 
it with the others Ihe had received from 
him fince her arrival at Bath, and found 
it nothing different either in the ilile or 
manner^-f-till coming to the poftfcript, 
the mention he made of going to hear a 
fine piece of mufic, fhe fuddenly" cry*d 
out, — * That mufick perhaps may be 

* performed by mifs Chit; a ftory, fiich 

* as I have been told> could not certainly 
^ be raifed without fomc little truth for 
' its foundation.* 

But 
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But this fit of jealouly lafted fcarcc a? 
moment, * How unjuft and foolifh am H 

* faid (he : I know he loves mufic, but 
« what then I if being miftrefs of that 

* accomplifhment had given mils Chit, 
« or any other woman, the preference to 

* mc in his efteem, he would have been 

* entirely filent on the pleafurc he was 

* going to take ; the guUty always care- 

* fully avoid fpeaking on the theme 

* which calls their crime in queftioq.* 

In this favourable dilpofition fhe might 
perhaps have continued, if a thoufand in* 
llances of the deceit and perfidy of men 
in the affairs of love, which fhe had 
either heard or read of, had not imme- 
diately prefented themfelvcs to her re- 
membrance, and reminded her that fhe 
ought not to be too fecure; that the 
paffion of love, like- the wind, blew 
where it lifled^and that, as the poet fays : 

Man is but man, inconflant ftill and 

various. 
There's no to-morrow in him like to* 

dayi 
Perhaps the atoms rolling in his brain 
Make him think honeftly this prefent 

hour t 

The 
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The hext a fwarm of bafe ungrateful 

thoughts 
May mount aloft. 
Who would truft chance,, fince all mca 

have the feeds 
Of good or ill, which would work 

upwards firft. 

Yet for all this could flie not bring 
herfelf to believe him ablblutcly falfc ; if 
one moment accufed him in her thoughts^ 
the next acquitted him ; but what gave 
her the greateft perplexity of all was, the 
difficulty fhe found in gueflJng by whom 
or to what end this afperfion had firft 
been raifed, and how it came to be fo 
:^read. 

She thought that neither Jemmy nor 
herfelf had done ony thing to incur the ' 
malice of the world, fo far as that even 
any one perfon Ihould be defirous of 
rendering them unhappy; * It cannot 
^ therefore be, cried flie, but that fome 

* vile felf-interefted view m^ft be the 

* fource of all this; no body fure would 

* be at the wicked pains to feparate two 
< perfons whofe hearts from their infancy 

* have beeft united by the ftrifteft bonds 
« of love and friendlhip, merely for the 
I fake of mifchicf \ no> it is utterly im- 

^poflible 
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* poflible that human nature can be fi> 

• depraved/ 

This refledion leading her ftill farther 
on, flic began to argue within her mind 
for what end a contrivance to part her 
and Jemmy could be formed, and found 
none io conformable to probability, as 
that the author of it aimed to be in the 
place cither of the one or the other. 

As for her own part, the engagements 
between her and Jemmy were fo well 
known that no man had ever made his 
ierious addreffcs tq her, and if fir Robert 
Manley had now any fuch intentions, 
the charafter of that gentleman would 
not permit her to believe he could be 
capable of making ufe of bafe means 
for the forwarding his wilhes i befides, 
lady Speck and mifs ^ingtpan had 
affurcd her, in the moft folemn manner, 
that they had heard the report before 
their coming down to Bathj^ or that he 
had ever feen her. 

It refted therefore, that it mufl:*;be on 
the account of Jemmy that all fhis had 
happened ; Ihe knew, very well that he 
conversed freely with'. the ladies^ he had 
never made a fecrct tb heir of his doing 
fo, and it fecm'd not in the Icaft impro- 
bable,. 
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bable, that fome one among them might 
like him but too well, * Perhaps, faid 

* (he, mifs Chit herfelf miftaking for 
^ love what he meant only as gallantry, 
' might have the vanity to boaft of ha- 

* ving infpired him with a real paffion/ 

* The fmalleft hint, continued fhe, 

* that fuch a thing is, — or poffibly 

* may be, pailes with many people for 

* an undoubted fa<St, — And who knows 

* but the whifper of Jemmy's imaginary 
' infidelity . may have been carried from 
' one to another till it reach'd the ears 

* of fome perfon, who more compaffio- 

* nate than wife, wrote to lady Speck in 

* the manner I have feen.* 

Thus did fhe endeavour to dive into 
the bottom of this myfterious affair, af« 
figning for it every caufc that reafon or 
her fertile imagination could fu^eft ; — • 
yet wavering ftiil, and uncertain on 
which of them fhe fhould fix, her mind 
at length grew quite fatigued with the 
unavailing fearch; and Ihe refolved to 
wait till time fhould bring to light what 
all her penetration could not at prefent 
enable her to difcovcr. 

In this manner was the fweeteft and 
uiQft fercne temper in the world difcon- 

certedj, 
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certed and thrown off its byafs, by the 
dark villany of a man whom (he had not 
the leaft fulpicion of. — She went to bed 
however, and for ought I ever heard to 
the contrary, flept as well as if nothing 
had happened to perplex her waking 
thoughts. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Affords fome very ufeful and exemplary 
hints to young ptrfons of both fexes ; 
nvbicb if they are not the better and 
nvifer nr^ it is wholly owing to 
tbemfehes^ and not the fault of the 
author. 

THAT only true compofmg draught, 
' an unforced natural flumber, fo 
cfFeAually lull'd the mind of Jenny that 
when fhe arofe the next morning the 
anxieties of the preceding day were fcarce 
remember'd by her ; or if they were, it 
was but to wonder at herfelf for having 
yielded to their force. 

* As I think, faid flie, that I may be 
* pretty confident the ftory I was told 
« yefterday has nothing of reality in it, 

« but 
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* but is a moft vile and. notorious falf- 

* hood ; how filly was I to give myfelf 

* any pain concerning either, by whom 

* or on what motive it was invented ?' 

* There are fome people, laid fhc, 
' who feem to be born with a propenfity 

* to mifchief* I remember that when I 
« was at the boarding-fchool a thoufand 

* little quarrels happen'd between the 

* girls, which were occafion'd merely by 

* the lying infinuations' of fome among 

* us, who took a wicked pleafure in 

* giving pain to others/ 

^ Too many in the world, continued 

* fhct when arrived at years of matu- 

* rity, inftead^ of endearouring to cor- 

* re^, take pains to improve "and cnU 
« tivate this cruel difppfition in them- 

* felvesj till even it becomes a fcience ; 

* and the more vexation they create to 

* thofe who are fo unhappy to be of their 

* acquaintance, the more proofs they 

* imagine they give of their own inge- 

* nuity and fertility of invention/ 

« How ftupid then is it, went fhe ftill 

* on, to give car to every idle tale ? It is 

* joining with :the adverfaries of our 

* peace ; -^ aiding thofe malicious efforts,, 

* and giving them a triumph over us, 

which. 
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^ which otherwife all they could do 

* would never be able to obtain : we 

* certainly ought not to believe ill of 

* any one without the teftimony of our 

* own fenfes to confirm the truth of that 

* report; but morcefpecially it behoves 

* us to rejeft with the utmoft contempt 
« whatever has a tendency to create a dil- 

* agreement berween us and thofe we 

* love.* 

Thus did her good underftanding and 
ftrength of reafon enable her to get the 
better of all thefe doubts and jealous ap- 

Erehenfions, into which young perfons of 
ep fex are for the moft part too liable to 
fail. She paft a good deal of time in this 
fort of converfation with herfelf v and 
would not, perhaps, have broke it off 
fo foon, if ihe had n^ been interrupted 
by lady Speck's woman, who came into 
the chamber to enquire after her health, 
and to let her know that the ladies waited 
breakfaft for her. 

She obeyed the fummons immediately, 
and appeared fo very fprightly, that lady . 
Speck "and her fifter had not the leaft 
room to imagine that the difordler flic 
had complained of the night before had 
been occafion'd by any thing they had 
faid to her in relation to Jemmy, 

A 
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A fucceffion of vifitants, one after ano- 
ther, came in all that whole day, fonie of 
whom flrayM to accompany them to the 
long room \ but Jenny,, who had never 
fail'd to anfwer every letter (he had re- 
ceived from Jemmy by the very firft pofty 
would not now be more remifs ; and ex-» 
cufing herfelf for a few minutes retired 
to her chamber and wrote to him in the 
following manner : 

To James Jessamy, Efq ; 
My dear Jemmy, 

I Am very fenfible that I am quit!3 
wrong to add to the vexation you 
exprcfs, by giving you any know* 
ledge of mine ; \ — yet it is not in my 
power to forbear telling you, that this 
delay of your journey .hither has in- 
volved me in difquiets altogether new 
to me; — I know not how it is, that 
I never fo much wi{h*d to fee you as I 
now do." 

" I fhould be forry if you neglefted 
<^< any affairs of confequence on my ac- 
«* count ; but be affiired however, till 
<^ you come^ all' the annifemcnts, all 
A* the pleafyrcs . With which this place 

*' abounds. 
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«< abounds^ and I am continually fur- 
«* rounded with, will lofe their relifh 
" and be infipid to me." 

«* Such a confeflion would ftem ex- 
•* trcmely aukward from the pen of a 
•* woman, were we not upon the terms 
" we are, or had we been brought up in 
*' a different manner 5 but from my in- 
** fancy I have been made to think it 
•* was my duty to conceal from you no 
^* part of my fcntiments-, and you have 
*' often told me, that the fame principles 
** were inftilled in you : — As I have the 
*' moft perfeft confidence that you arc 
** no lefs punftual in your obedience to 
•' this injundion than myfeJf, I am not 
" afraid or aihamed of giving you all 
«* the teftimonies of my affeftion that 
V honour and virtue will permit; and 
" more, I am certain, you will never 
" defire." 

" I ftiall fay nothing to urge you to 
" as fpeedy a difpatch as poffible of the 
•* bufinefs that detains you from me ; 
'* I am too well acquainted with your 
^* fincerity to doubt if your heart is not 
** already here, and Ihall therefore en- 
<« deavour to confolc myfelf till your 
** arrival with your letters, as you tell 

' " me 
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*« mc you fliall do with thofe you receive 
♦« from mc. I am. 

With an attachment 

Which only yourfelf can break. 

My dear Jemmy, 

Your moil afFedionate 

And ever faithful 

J. Jessamy. 

P. S. " If I have exprcfs'd too much 
** impatience in the above, excufe it on 
** the account that hitherto, unaccuftom'd, 
" to difappointments, I am the lels able 
•* to (uftain them with that fortitude and 
" refignation I ought to do." 

Having fini(h*d this little epiftle, and 
given orders that it fhould be carried to 
the poft-office, Ihe returned to the com- 
pany, who by this time were ready to 
adjourn to the aflembly •, — fhe went 
with them, and few women there ap- 
peared to more advantage than herfelf. 

Sir Robert Manley, to whom neither 
lady Speck nor mifs Wingman had rei- 
lated any part of the rebuff they had re- 
ceived from Jenny on his fcore, was 

very 
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very impatient to make a declaration of 
his paflion to her ; but though he had 
feen her three times that day at home, — 
in the walks, — and at the aflcmbly, yet 
no opportunity proper for his purpofe had 
prefented itfelf. 

He complained of his ill luck to lord 
Huntley and mr. Lovegrove, who, af- 
ter confulting with the ladies what could 
be done for the advancement of the in- 
ter^ft of their friend in this point, it was 
fo contrived amongft them, that fhc 
fliould be left alone with him as if by 
accident. 

But this could not be done with fo 
much art as to elude the difcernment of 
Jenny; flie eafily perceived with what 
intent firft one and then another dipt 
out of the room, till none but herfelf 
and fir Robert were left in it. She could 
not help fmiling within herfelf to think 
that all this mighty pains was taken only 
to ftiew fir Robert that he had nothing to 
hope for from her-, and was not at all 
difpleafed with having it. in her power 
to convince that gentleman, that the af- 
feftion between herfelf and Jemmy was 
too ftrongly cemented to be ihaken by 
the amorous attacks of any pretender 
y/hatfoevpr.- 

I am 
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I am afraid that, on computation, the 
number of tliofe ladies would be found 
but fmalU who, in this giddy and un- 
thinking age, are not fond of making new 
conqucfts ; though rendered, by even the 
moft folemn engagements, utt^rJy inca- 
pable of accepting the trophies prefented 
them: — Jenny, however, had nodhing 
of this vanity in her compofition, — Ihc 
had heard and read much of the cffeas of 
love, and the fatal confequences which had 
fometimes attended a diiappointed flame ; 
and therefore had ajways confider'd that 
paffion as a thing of too ferious a nature 
to be fportcd with ; and that it was an 
aftion highly ungenerous and cruel to 
tncouragc the growth of it in any heart, 
without having the power or inclination 
of making an adequate return. 

Sir Robert Manley was a perfon whole 
addreflcs might have gratify'd the pride 
ot any woman, who placed her glory in 
feeing herfelf admired : Jenny was fen- 
fible of his merit, but the more fhe was 
fo, the more flae thought herfelf obliged 
to prevent him at once from indulging 
any fruitlefs expeftations. 

He had no fooner made her an offt^r of 

his heart, and was juft beginnbg to af*. 

Vol* I. M iura 
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furc her how much, and how eternally 
he was devoted to her, than ihe fl:opp*d 
the progrefe of his declaration, by afking 
him, with a very referved air, — If he were 
really in earneft ? — ^To which he anfwering 
in the affirmative, and anne»ng the moft 
folemn proteftation of the truth, — ^ Then 

* fir, faid Ihe, I am equally ferry and 

* aftonifti'd, that a gentleman of fo much 

* good fenfe and honour in other things, 

* Ihould forget himfelf fo far as to en* 

* tertain any thoughts of this kind for a 
^ woman, who, he cannot but have 

* heard, has from her very birth been 

* allotted for another/ 

The manner in which thefe words were 
deliverM giving a double energy to the 
meaning of them, had a prodigious cf- 
feft on theperfon to whom they were di- 
refted ; — though a man of great prc- 
fence of mind, •— bred in high life, and 
perfeftly acquainted with the world, he 
CQuld not keep himfelf from being a little 
abafti'd at receiving fo grave and fo 
fevere ^ reprimand from a lady of Je/jv 
ny's years and inexperience* 

But foon recovering himfelf, — « Ma^ 

* dam, faid he, — I beg you will do mc 

* the juftice to believe, that however 
/ ardent my paffion is, I would fcom to^ 

attempt"^ 
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* attempt the gratification of it by any 

* ways which my honour or my reafon 

* fhould condemn : — that I love you, is 

* moft true ; yet would -I chufe rather 

* to confume through the force of an in- 
^ e:^tinguiihable flame, than to make the 

* leaft encroachment either on your virtue 

* or your peace,* 

* I do not indeed deny, coatinued he> 

* but that I have' been told fomewhat 
.< concerning an agreement made' for you 

* in your extreme youth -, but as no con* 

* fequence has fmce happened of that 

* agreement, I flatter'd myfelf that your 
* -heart approved not of the choice made 

* for you, — was at full liberty to eleft 

* for itfelf, and that no impedirticnt lay 
in the way of my ambition, but my 

* own unworthinefs of obtaining fo in- 

* eftimable a jewel.* 

He concluded thefe words with a deep 
figh, and a bow full of the greateft ten* 
dernefs and refpc6t -, the grateful foul of 
Jenny was a little touch*d at his be* 
haviour^ and Ihe immediately replied 
with an extreme fweetnefs ; — * Were 

* there no other bar than what you laft 

* mentioned, fir, faid (he, I believe there 

* are few women, of any penetration at 

* leaft, to whom your heart would be an 
Ma * unacceptable 
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* unacceptable prefent; and I fhall re- 
•joice to fee it bcftow'd where equal 

* worth and unprc-engagcd aflPeftions 

* may crown the utmoft of its wiflies. 

• Ah, madam i cry*d fir Robert, Why 

* is this enchanting goodnefs lavilh'd en 
^ a man who cannot thank the bounty \ 

* All my defires, alafs ! are ccnier'd in 

* yourfelf ; and to wifli me happy with 

* any ether objeft, is but to wifh me 

* wretched. — But tell me, — tell me, 

* purfued he, — Are you in carneft, ab-. 
** folutely determined to give your haad 

* to this too fortunate rival ? Is it a thing. 

* mutually refolved between you ? , 

Jenny, knowing very well what he had, 
been informed of concerning the fuppofed. 
infidelity of Jemmy, was., charm'd with, 
his politenefs in imputing the delay of 
jtheir nuptials rather to an indijffcrence on 
her fide. than a diflike on his; and now 
more defirous than ever of entirely ftifling, 
all fallacious hopes, which in the end 
might prove deftrudtive to his peace, 
a)mpeird her modcfty to confefs to him,- 
that fhe really loved jemmy, and that 
her inclinations would h^ve prefer'd him 
to all the men in the worjid, even though 
rhey had not been dcftine.<J fpr each other 
jby their parents. 

Sir' 
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: Sir Robert could not hear this decla* 
ration without pain -, but being fully 
perfuaded in his mind, by what lord 
Huntley, mr. Lovegrove and others liad 
aflured him, that Jenimy but ill repaid 
the tendcrnefs of his fair miftrefs, he 
affumed courage enough to offer a fecond 
petition to her confideration, 

* Well madam, faid he, after a little 

• paufir, I will not prefume to call in 
•« queition the merits of the man whom 
« you are pleafed to favour, I will be- 
f lieve him as deferving as I am fure 
f he is l^appy 5 yet if any accident, yet 

• unforefeeiH Ibould happen to difunite 

• you, if any thing, impoflible as it may 
f ieem, 'fliould render him ungrateful 

• for the bleffing he enjoys, might I not 
f. hope my love, my truth, my perfe- 

• verance, would in time find fpnie room 

• in a corner of that heart which doubt- 

• lefs then would have exterminated its 
« Hrft ideas.* 

This infinuatibn was far from work- 
ing the effeft it was intended for ; Jenny 
was highly ©fFended at it, and turning 
from him with fomewhat of a difdain- 
ful air J * To demand a promife, faid Ihc, 

• on fuppofidons without foundation, is 

M 3 ? fo 
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* fo chymerical as fcarce defervcs a* 

* anfwcr; but fir Robert, on this you 

* may depend, that whenever mr. Jef- 

* famy (hall prove unworthy of my love, 
« I (hall, in(lead of giving him a fuc- 

* ceflbr in my heart, deteft and avoid all 
« mankind for ever.* 

Sir Robert was now confcious he had 
gone too far, and defirous of perferving 
her efteem, if he could not gain her 
afFeftion, endeavoured all he could to 
cxcufe the ra(hnefs of his late fuggdlion^ 
which pofllbly he fucceeded in better 
than he imagined, as Jepny was fenlible 
it was wholly owing to the bafe report* 
that had been rai^d -, (he would not 
however, fccm to forgive too eafily anf 
refleftion call upon her dear J^emnlyi, 
but continued in the fame ferious deport- 
ment till the return of the company put 
an end to all difcourie between them fA 
this fcorc,. ^ 






CHAP. 
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C H A P. XXIII. 

Relates bow, in the compafs of an bour-t 
jfenny met with two Jurprijrng ad- 
nyentures of very different kinds -^ and 
the manner in which Jhe behaved in 
tbetriy with fome other no lefs extra-- 
qr binary particulars^ which the rea- 
der will doubtlefs be puzzled to knowf 
the^ meaning of. 

AFTER wKat had pafs*d befwen 
Jenny and fir Robert, that gentle- 
man thought it would be in .vain to pro- 
fecutc his fuit ; his friends alfo, to whom 
he imparted the convcrfation he had 
with her, were of the fame opinion ; and 
the report of Jemmy's inconftancy be- 
gan now to lofe much of the credit it 
had obtained among them. 

Sir Robert, whofe efteem for Jenny 
was not at all diminifli'd by her late be* 
haviour towards him, tho* it ^ had made 
him endeavour to overcome his paffion 
for her, omitted nothing in his power to 
reconcile himfelf to her good graces ;; 
which he at length efFeftually did, .by 
giving her the ftrongeft and reiterated 
,^ M 4 afluraaceS' 
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afluranccs that he would never more 
attempt to interrupt that afFeftion, which 
he now feem'd to believe mutually exift- 
ing between her and mr. Jeflamy. 

The fame cafy freedom of converia- 
tion, which had reignM among this ami- 
able company fince their firft coming 
down to Bath, was now again reftorcd ; 
but it laded not long* accidents on acci- 
dents, in which every one had a fhare, 
immediately fell out, and turn'd all into 
difcord and confufion. 

Among the croud of guefts who were 
every day at the tea-table of lady Speck, 
there was a gentleman named Celandine ; 
he had but lately returned from making 
the tour of Europe, and like Clodio in 
the play, pretended to be acquainted 
with all the intrigues of the feveral 
courts he had been in ; he was gay, fpi- 
ritous, had fame wit, and abundance of 
aflurance •, v/hich, with the afFedation of 
great good humour, made him pafs fdt 
a very agreeable companion^ and parti- 
cularly entitled him to the favour of the 
ladies ; many of whom thought the lofs 
of reputation no difgracc when forfeited 
on his account. 

He 
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He was certainly very much indebted 
to nature for a handfome perfon, and to 
education for all thofe modifti accom- 
• plifliments which with unthinking peo- 
. pie are apt to caft a luftre even to the 
; worft qualities of the mind-, his example 
was at leaft a proof of this melancholy 
truth ; for it would have puzled even 
' his beft friends and g^eateft admirers, if 
t alk*d the queftion, to have found any 
. one virtue in him to compcnfatc for a 
chou&nd vices \ he was vain to an ex* 
:.cefs> ungrateful^ infincere, incapable 
cither of love or fricndfhip ; a contem- 
ner both of morality and religion j in 
- fine> he was a libertine profelsM.. 

Hi3 family was aricient and honour* 
able, and from thence defcended to him 

. a very lafgp eftate, which, without doing 
one generous or benevolent adion, he 

. leem'd to take abundance of pains to get 
rid of by the moft unheard erf', and ridi- 
culous extravagancies and vagaries^ 

The reader will perhaps imagine, that 

..a . character fuch as this, defcrved not fo 

particular a defcripoion ; nor fliould I 

have troubled htm with: it . Jiad. there 

ftot been an abfolute neceffity of my do- 

M 5 iiig 
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ing fo, for rcafons which will prcfcntly 
appear. 

Jenny was at home alone one day ;, 
lady Speck and mifs Wsi^;man were 
gone into the walks, but tome letttrt 
uc had received from London, which 
required immediate anfwers, had hin- 
de^d her from accompanjring them ; ha- 
ving finiih'd what Ihe had to do before 
they returnM, fhc went down into the 
garden, in order to refrelh her Ipirits 
after the fatigue they had undergone, by 
her writing fo much longer than fhe 
was accuftom*d at one time. 

She took a fhort promenade iii &e- 
great alley; but being in a contempla- 
tive mbcMd, retired into the arbour at the* 
farther end of it v where, as the reader 
may rememt)er^ the performers in* lord 
. Huntley*s interlude had been concealM :: 
: there could not, indeed, be a more proper^ 
fcene for indulging meditation, and me: 
was juft beginning to fall into a very 
agreeable refvery,', when, on a fuddea 
Celandine appear^ at the entrance of 
the leafy bower, and accofted her ^ith 
thele lines> tranflated by himfelf, from a. 
Freuck poet:: 
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So look'd Pomona when. Vertumnus. 

came. 
And with immortal raptures clafp*d 

the dame- 

As great a favourite as this yourig: 
^lant was, with moft of the women 6f 
kis acquaintance, Jenny had never bein. 
able to endure the fight of him, on ac- 
count of his pert, confident behaviour ; 
but his^ preience was now doubly unwel- 
come to her, as there was nobody but 
berielf to entertain him, or to bear a. 
part in the impertinent freedoms of his 
eonverfation, and ihe could not forbear 
^ving him a look which might havt 
dzfh^d the holdnefs of any other man,; 
and. made him quit the places 

But Celandine, as has been before: 
obfcrv'd, and Jenny in this vifit ejtpe* 
rienccd to her coft, was none of thofc 
who. were capable of being aw'd either 
by looks or words; 'full of his own merit, 
and pufPd up with frequent fucceffts 
among the fair, he thought the whole 
iex at his devotion vthat no woman couMi 
withftand his charms, and that the cold« 
nefe Jenny had always treated him with, 
was no more than an aSedbation of mo* 
deity in public, .which, on bis making; 
. M. 6. the: 
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the firft overtures of a paflion for her 
would vanifit in an in&mt, and ihe would 
drop into his arms as rain does from the 
firmament. 

* How kind is fortune to me, faid he, 

* approachii^ her, in giving me this 

* opportunity of fpeaking in private to 

* my angel/ ' If you are indebted to for- 

* tune for no greater favours, replied 

* Jenny, you have but fmall caufe to 

* thank her bounty : But pray, continued 
< flic, how came you to be out of the 
« walks this fine day, when all the world 

* are there? 

< I might ajQc you die fame qudHon, 
anfwered he, and equally wonder why 
I find the enchanting mifi Jeflamy 
here, mqyeing in a folit^ fhade, and 
negleding to increaie the number of 
her conquefts, and add new trkonphs 
to her €yes ;-— but I'll tell you^ jnir- 
fued te, catching hold of her hand,— 
it was fete,~"propitious fate, ordam'd 
it fb for. both our happineis ;-^fome 
kind good natured Demon put it into 
your head to ftay at home* and in 
mine to feek you here,* 

He concluded thefe words with thrown 

lag; o^ of h^ arms about her neck, and 

% begun 
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began to kifs her with vehemence: 
hard is^ it to fay, whether furprife or rage, 
at being treated in this manner, was moft 
predominant in her foul;— (he broke 
from him, and ftarting fome paces back, 

* What means this rudenefs? cried fhe,* 
< — Give not fo harfli a name, rejdin'd 

' * he, to the emotions of the moft tender 

* paflion that ever was/ — * A paffionfor 

* me, faid Ihe, in a voice full of difdain.* 

* Yes, — for you, repJyed he, ftaring 

* her in the face-. — ^Did my eyes never tell 
• * youthe fecret of my heart*?' ' No, really, 

* laid fhe,— I never examine into the 
« myfterious dialed, nor defire to have 

'^ it explained/ 

With thefe words ihe was going hafti* 
ly out of the arbour, but the nimble Ce- 
landine at one jump got between her and 
the entrance, and in fpite of all the re* 
iiftance Ihe could make, forced her back 
. to the bench where he had found her 
-fitting. 

..* 
* No more prudery, cry*d he, — this 

* pretended coynefs,-^we are niow alone, 

* and the means of being fo are not eafy 

* to be found in fuch a place as Bath ;-^ 
^ dp not then, by this unfeafonabfe re- 
< ferve, make me lofethe goldea gk)ii^ 
! ous opportunity that Heavea hat . knt^, 
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^ of giving you the moft fubftantial^ 

* prooTs how miK:h my foul adores you^ 

* -^how much I prize you above that 

* Heaven itfclL 

It is as impoflible to paint the diftrac- 
tion Jenny was in, as it was for her t<x 
txprefs it,, or reheve herfelf from the- 
impending danger to which flie was re- 
duced. They were at too great a dif- 
tance from the houle for her cries ta 
alarm the family \ — ^he held her fait down- 
on the feat, with his hands on both her 
ihottlders, flie could only call him mohfter^, 
TiUain ; — while hc^ rcgardlefs of her re^ 
proaches, uttcrM tilings, which made her 
modei): heact (hudder at the found of. 

To what horrid freedoms he might: 
have proceeded is uncertain ; a fudden. 
ruftling among the branches, which twia- 
ed ab^ut the latticed arbour, made him 
iielax the hold he had taken of hb fair- 
captive, and turn to fee what had occa- . 
fion*d this interruption. Jenny loft not 
tfae4nftantofber relcafe, but rather flew, 
than ran out of that detefted place,, 
when, juft at the entrance,, flie was met by 
a woman^ or to J^)eak more properly, a. 
fury, arm'd with a penknife, which ilie h^d 
doubtle& Dluogedinto the boibmof the 
defeacdedls fmy if Cdandbe, who was ' 
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clofe behind, had not been very quick ia 
' wrefting it from her hand. 

« What fiend, thou curfed clreaturc^ 

* €ry*d Celandine, has prompted thy ma« 
^ lice to attempt this execrable deed 2*^ 

• A¥hat fieiid but thyfelf, — thou worfe 
•^ than devil,* anfwer*dfhe, almoft foam- 
ing at the mouth with paflion. Jenny 
ftay^d not to hear what further pafs'd 
between them, but ran fcreaming down 
the alley ; lady Speck and mifs Wing- 
man,, accompanvM by mr. Lovegrovc,. 
entered the houfe at that very moment, 

- and were the firft who came to her af- 
£fi:ance^ 

Never warediree people in greaicer con^ 
fi^mation than they ; Jenny, with arms* 
extended afid garments all difotder'd,. 
crying out for telp •,*— Celandine at fome 
diftance, with theutmoflconfurioninhis. 
looks and at his ieet a woman, who^ 
ieem'd either dead or m a fwoon ;-^in 
vain they inquired the occaiion of all 
this ;----Jetuiy was Incapable of ipeaking,, 
by the fright which yet hung upon her 
^irits;<-^he intended murderels b^ the: 
condition Ihe was in^ aad Cekmdme by 
bis guilt.. 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



256 "The HISTORY tf 

Mn Lovcgrov^, who had more pre- 
fence of mind than any of the reft oix 
this occafion, finding no anfwers. were- 
given to their interrogatories, ftept for- 
'ward to convince . himfelf if the perfon 
•who lay upon the earth were alive or 
dead \ and this aftion of his ^twas that 
• wrob^ly recovered Celandine the ufe of 
nis tongue; but the firft: and only token 
he gave of it, was to fay, it was a mad 
woman, who had fome how or other 
gained admitttoce; and to defire the 
fervants might be order'd to carry her 
out of the houfe* 

Mr. Lovtgrove having found the vtt^ 

ion he fpokeof in this manner was onlyia 

a faintbg fit, cry^d out, * Whatever ffic 

« is, her figure^ as ^mVi as the prcfent 

* condition (he is in, feema to demand 

^ rather compafiion than contem{tf/ — Oa 

.this lady Speck and her fifter ran to af- 

S\Sl the charitable endeavour he waa 

.making for her recovery : but Jenny ftill 

,keept at a gooddiftance; and Celandine,. 

who, for all his impudence, was net 

:provided with fit anfwersto thequeftions- 

which were like to be pit to h\m^ took 

the cj)portunity of their being, tiuis ea^ 

gaged to fneak off, without giving any 

fio^e of his going. 

B, 
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By this time the woman of jhe houfc, 
with all the fervants, were got into the 
garden^ and among them the unhappy 
ftranger was carried into a parlour and 
laid upon a couch, where proper reme- 
dies being apply'd, fhe came a little 
tohcrfclf. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Contains fome part of the hiftory ^ 
the Jurious Jr anger ^ as told by b^n* 
felf. 

THE company, to whom Jenny had 
now related the dangers fhe had ef* 
caped, were very impatient to know the 
.whole of this adventure 5 and perceiving 
the perfon chiefly concerned in it was r&- 
cover'd enough to be able to fatisfy their 
curiofity, began almoft all at once toafk 
what had induced her to attempt fuch an 
a6t of barbarity ; but that unfortunate 
creature had not the power, for a confi- 
.derabletime, of making any other anfwer 
.than a torrent of tears, which gofti'd 
from her eyes with fuch rapidity as drew 
-Compaffiori even from Jenny herfelf. 

The 
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The violence of that paflion however, 
which fo^long had ftopp'd th? paflagc of 
her words, having found this vent^ (he 
entreated their pardon for the difturbance 
ihe had caufed, and thanked the chari* 
table relief that had been oflferM her, in 
terms fo polite as made every one fee fkc 
was not of the loweft rank in life. 

Then turning to Jenny, — * But it is 

• you, madam, I have moft offended, 

• faid fhe •, Oh ! had I perpetrated the 

• horrid deed. Heaven fure muft haVc 

• decreed fome new and yet unpraflifed 
« torture for a crime like mine :* — Here 
fhe ceafed to give way to fome fighs» 
which were juft then forcing themfelves 
from her affli6lcd bofom, — after which,. 
— • Yet, that Heaven to whom I now 

• appeal, cry'd Ihe, is \vitnels for me, 

• as well as my own confcious foul, that 

• I was dear of all mahce, all pfemedita^ 

• ted dcfign againft you : — ^When I drew 

• that curfed knife, I meant not to hurt 
« your innocence, but to do juftice to 

• myfelf on the villian that was with you : 

• — ^ome demon in that inftant fure, 

• turn'd my erring arm from its in- 

• tended mark tQ fave his brother ficnd.*^ 

^ Wha 
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* Who is this fiend, — this villian you 

* arc foeaking of? cry'd lady Speck 

* with ibmc emotion/ — ' Oh! there is no 

* name fo foul, — fo black as he deferves, 

* reply*d the other ;— but if you would 

* paint a wretch, in whom all vices, all 

* corruptiohs meet as in their center, •— 

* then call him Celandine.* 

f Oh ! ladies, continued fhe, in the 

* extremeft agonies. Why will you fuf- 

* fer fuch a ferpent near you ? — Where- 

* ever he comes he brings dcftrudion 
« with him, and bitternefs of heart with 

* cverlafting infamy, are the legacies he 
•leaves behind !' 

It is probable (he would have run on 
with thefe exclamations mu€h longer, if 
mr. Lovegrove had not rcn^inded her, 
that as the perfon was not there, fhe 
would do better to inform the company 
of the caufe of her complaint againft 
him ; * For, faid he, you neither can be 

* juftified nor he condemned in our 

* opinion, without your letting us iijta 

* th^ fecret of his crime/ 

* Alafsl anlwer*d fhe, burfting again 

* into tears, neither his crime nor my 
< Ihaxne are fecrets to the world i and as 

* I am 
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I am before perfons of fo much ho- 
nour and goodneis, I have reafon to 
hope that a perfeil knowkdge of thofe 
unfortunate circumftances which brought 
on my undoing, will entitle me rather 
to compaffion than at all add to the 
contempt the late behaviour I have 
been guilty of muft have excited.* 

The ladies then, as well -as mr. Love- 
grove, affured her,' that ftic could no way 
fo well attone for the confufiori (he had 
given them, as by making them a faith' 
fill narrative of the motives which had 
induced her to it. 

On this fhe endeavoui^d to compofe 
herfelf as much as pofible, and after a 
paufe of a few minutes, in order to re- 
coiled the paflfages fhe was about to re- 
late, began to dk> as ihe ^as defired^ . in 
thefe or the like terms : 



^e hijlory of Mrs. M. 



• T Will not detain your attention, flid 

• X this afflidted woman, with any im- 
< pertinent particulars concerning a wretch 

* fo unworthy as myfelf •, but beg you 
^ wni afford a patient hearing of such as 
^ are abfolutely neceflary for the better 

* underftanding my unhappy ftory/ 

* Iwaa 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



'^ 3rMY iij^ii Jbnny Jess AMY, 261 

/was the only daughter of a gentle-^ 
,1, who, being a younger Ton, had no 
tr dcpendancc than a poft in one of 
i public offices; as he lived up to the 
.. ight of his income, I was left at his 
deceafe, which happened when I was 
about feventeen years of age, with no 
other portion than a genteel edu(:ation, 
fome houfliold furniture, and a few 
jewels. I had loft my mother in my 
infancy, fo that I was altogether an 
orphan; — my father's brother, though 
poflefs'd of a large eftate, declined ta-^ 
king any care of me ; and I jknow not 
what would have become of me, if an 
aijnt, ^by my mother's fide, had not 
been fo good to admit me into her fa-^ 
mily to preferve me, as fhe faid, from 
failing into thole temptations to which 
^maid of my years, and accounted not 
ugly, was liable to be expofed. 

* I had not lived quite two years with 
this kind relation, before fome bufmcft 
brought frequently to her houfe a gen- 
♦ tleman call'd mr. M ■ ■» who you 
^^hiuft doubtlefs have heard of, as he 
makes a pretty confiderable figure in 
the law 5-^he took a great fancy to mc 
at firft fight, which afterwards grew 
up into a paifion jr—i^ fine, beloved 
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mc upon the moft honourable terms 5 
ask*d leave of my aunt to make his ad- 
drefles to me ; the match was too advan- 
tag^us for a girl in my circumftances 
to be refus'd \ fhe prefs'd me to it, 
and as neither his perfon nor conver- 
fation were difagreeable to me, I con- 
fented, and in a ihort time became his 
wife. 

• Few women, I believe, can boaft of 
more happinefs than I enjoyed during 
the firft levcn or eight months of our 

marriage ; my husband fecm'd to have 
no other ftudy than that of obliging 
mc \ he was continually forming ^me 
new fchcmes of delight and entertain- 
ment for me ; he never heard of any 
ornament of drefi^ or furniture, in ufe 
with the beau monde, but he bought 
and brought it home to me ; h& could 
fcarce bear lofing the fight of me a 
moment; and indeed, gave me more 
c^ his company than could well be 

< fparcd from his avocation. 

* But the extremes of any thing arc 
^ feldom lading; this exuberance of 

< tranfported love, this frenzy of paf- 

* fion, if I may call it fo, vanilh'd by 

* very fwift degrees ; as fudden coldnefi 
? almoft at once fucceeded, he treated 

mc 
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* me civilly, *tis true, retrenched no part 

* of my expences,' denied me nothing 

* that I afkM \ but yet I found a mighty 

* difference between this and his former 

* behaviour ? ah, how dangerous it is 

* for men to begin with demonftrations 
*"of a fondnefs which they cannot per- 

* fevere in j I was young, vain, inconfi- 

* derate ; I expeded the fame afTiduity 

* to pieafe, the fame raptures as at firft, 

* and could not brook the difappoint* 

* ment. 

' * I complained of this change of my 

* condition to a female friend of more 

* years and experience than myfeif j at 

* firft flie laugh'd at mc, and told mc 
^ that nothing, was more common, and 

* that fhe had often wondcrM mr. M— 

* held out the honey-moon fo long. 

* This putting me beyond all pa- 
^ tience,' " Do not be fo much out of! 
«* humouf, faid fhe •, your caufe is but 
*' the fame with otixer women, and I 
** believe I can direft you to 4 courfe 
*' that will infallibly . retrieve all ; it is 
" the nature of mankind, continued flie, 
" to be rampant in the purfuit of their 
«* wilhes, but languid in the full pof- 
** feflSion of them j you muft give your 
f^ husband room to apprehend he is not 

" fo 
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•* fo fccure of your heart as he has 
*• imagined*, toy with fbme pretty fellow 
" before his face^ fend often for him^ 
" and afFed: to be uneafy till you fee 
*• him ; this will roufe your husband 
•* if any thing will do it 5 jealoufy new 
** points the darts of love, and whets 
*« the edge of fatiated defire, according 
** to the poet : 

They dearly prize, what they once 
fear to lofc. ' 

• I greedily fwallow'd this falfe doc- 

* trine, continued mrs. M— with a deep 

* figh, and immediately refoiv'd on ma- 

* king the experiment : Celandine, whofe 

* perfon I have no occafipn to give a 

* particular defcriptlon of, as. you all 
.* know him, fcemed form*d by. nature 

* for the purpofe I intended. 

^ He came frequently, to our houfe, 

* my husband always treated him with 

* the extremeft refpeft, as indeed he had 

* good reafon to do, being indebted for 

* his 6rft fetting out in the world, in the 
*. handfome manner he did, to the father 

* of Celandine, whom both his parents 
« had ferved, the one in quality of a 

* ileward, the other of houfe-kecper 5 
^ the favours conferred on mr, M — -^^ 

• ^ven 
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even from his infancy by tliat old 
^ gentleman, were fuch as made many 

* people fufpeft there was a nearer affi- 

* nity between them than was for 

* my mother-in-law's honour to ac- 
^ knowledge; be that, however, as it 

* may, it is not my bufinels to inrpcfl: 
^ into the faults of others, but bewail 

* my own, 

• I had hitherto behaved towards my 

* husband's young patron, for fo he al- 

* ways caird him, with the refervc be- 

* coming the married woman % but now^ 

* according to the pernicious advice I 

* had received, i put on the moft light 

* airs before him; and look'd and 

* talked in fuch a manner as might have 

* made a man, of muchlefs vanity than 

* he is endued with, imagine me to be 

* moft paffionately in love with him. 

• Whether my husband had really too 

* much indifference for me to regard any 

* tHnjg I did, or whether he thought the 

* extraordinary civilities I (hew'd to his 
« friend were merely to oblige him, I can- 
< not be certain ; all I can fay is, that he 

* took not the leaft notice or this change 

* in my conduA, nor could I perceive any 

* alteration in his carriage to me upon 
lit. . ^ 

Vol.. L N • But 
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* But Celandine, who thought me all 
devoted to him, was not of a humour 
to lofe any part of the triumph of h^K 
new* conqueft ; he affiduQufly watch'd 
every opportunity of being aloxie wjtk 
me, returned the pretended advances 
I had made him with ail the ardour 
of a man tranfported with them ; till 
at laft my heart became fufceptiblc 
of the guilty flame^ and what I had 
fo fatally affefted grew into reaUty'j 
in fine, I loved hifn, was too weak to 
refift the didlates of my paflion, a^d 
became a prey to the worft mqnftcr 
ihat ever wore the fhape of man.* 

Here mrs. M became unable 10 

proceed, Ihe was not fo entirely loft to 
all fenfe of honour aod virtue as iioc to 
feel an extreme fhock at the remembraaoc 
of what flie was about to repeat ; fhame 
and confuffioa ovcrwhclcntM her heart, 
iind threw her into a fecond faiimngi 
from which ihe ws^.Qot without iomc 
difficulty recovered. 



CHAP. ^ 
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CHAP. XXV'. 

Contains a continuation ofmrs. Af— '# 
adventures. 

TH E unfortunate mrs. M— , ha- 
ving once more regain'd the power 
and utterance, made a handfome apology 
for that interruption which grief and 
fhame had occafion'd in her recital, and 
then pfofecuted it in the following^ 
manner : 

^ It may feem ftrange, perhaps, faid 

* Ihe, that with my innocence 1 fliouid 

* loft all (fifcretion too \ yet fo it was,. 
•* fond even to madnelsof myundoer, and 

* felf fatisfied with my crime, I thought 

* of nothing, regarded nothing, ftudied 

* nothing,' but how to gain frefli oppo>rtu-^ 
•' niti^s of repeating it : whenever my 

* htisb^nd was abroad, as of late he had but 
«^.,too often been fo, I fent over half thc^ 

* town in fearch of Celandine •, if he wa$^ 
« not found, the ill humour I was in fuffii^ 

* ciently- t^ftificd to all about me my* 
*" impaciehce* for the difappointment ; ,' 
« and whenever he was with me, Ave*" 

* were conftantly lock'd up together, and 
. ' ' ^ .. N 2 * all 
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* all who came to vifit mc v/ere dcny*ci 

* accefs. 

« All this, as may cafily be fuppofed, 

* coold be no fecrct •, feme of my ac- 

* quaiptance contented themfelves with 

* munningmy converfation •, others ftill 
*' kept me company, but it was only to 

* have the more opportunity of feeing 

* and expofing my folly : I became the 

* derifion even of my own Servants, as 

* I cafily have jcrceived by the little obe* 
^ dicnce they paid to my commands and 
•; the pert anfwers they gave, which were 

* alfo accompanied wiSi fleering coun* 

* tenances and malicious grins, when* 
*. ever I went about to exert my autho- 
«* rity over them as a miftrefs. Oh, how 

* great was my infatuation ! I can now, 
" with aftonifn'd eyes, behold alJ thefe* 
^ things diftindly \ but at that time was 
< blind to all that conduced not to the 
« gratification of my love ; or, as I then 
•flattered mylelf, rewarding that of the 

* man whom I cpnfider'd as the mdft' 

* faithful, as well as the moft charming 

* of his fex.* 

' Here the tears began again to flow, 
but fhe foon dry'd them up, and pur- 
fued tiie thread of her difcourie. 

•My 
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* My husband, I believe, Continued 
(he, was the laft perfon fcnfibb of rhe 
difhongur L had brought upon him ; 
but he could not long tfcap^ tlie ht.ir- 
ing of what, had he not been blinided 
by his too good opinion eitlier of my ' 
felf or Celandine, he needed not to 
have been told. I am apt to think how« 
ever:, that he gave not an ent'r:: credit' 
to the ftory. Tor if he had he wouM 
hot have taken the pains he did to be 
convinced. / ' 

• He left Celandine with me one day, 
^ pretending that fome very extraordi- 

* nary bufinefs call'd him abroad*, bat,* 

* inftead of going our, went and coiv-* 

* ceal'd himfelf in a clofet within our 

* bed-chamber, into which, thinking our- 

* felves perfedtly fecure, we rctir'd f< on 

* after his fuppofed departure : we had 

* not been there many minutes before he 

* rufli'd out, and furprifedus in a man* 

* her as could admit no doubt of the' 

* crime we were guilty of; Celandine 

* fnatchM up his fword which lay in 

* the window, and immediatly drew it, 

* expe&ing he fhould have occafion to 
^ ufe it •, but my husband in the fame 

* moment eafed bis apprehenfions on that' 

* (core, by faying, with a voice which 

N 3 • had 
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* had more of griet than anger in it,* 
** — Put up, fir, I have not forgot the 
•• obligations 1 have to your family, and 
*' am only forry to find you have taken 
** this method to acquit me of them ; 
** all I defire is, that you will leave my 
•* houfe direftiy, and that from hencc- 
*• forward we may be utter ftrangers," 

* —Celandine was in too much confu-- 

* fion to make ^ny anfwcr, and went 
^ away with all the fpeed he could. 

* As for my wretched felf, — • fear,^ 

* which one would think (hould rather 

* Jiavc given winigs to my feet, ahd made 

* me fly the .{Mrefence of an injured huf-^ 

* band, riveted me to the bedfide on 

* which I was fitting-, my blood was 

* all congeard, my fpirits ccafi'd to ^pe- 
' rate ; he upbraided my ingratitude and 

perfidioufnefs in terms which I muft 
confefs :they merited j 1 heard all he 
faid) but had it not in nxy power to 
make the leaft reply, or to excufe, or 
defend my crime, had it been in- 
words to do ,eith^r ; but at that time* 

was indeed bereft of Jpeech as well 
s motion. Having ven^d fomc part 
r his indignation in revilings, he flung* 

It of the room, and left; me in the 

ndition I have delcribedt 

No 
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• No ftupidity fure ever equalled mine y 
« a' death like numbnefs had feizM all my 

* faculties 5 what little fenfe I had was 

• bewildered and confufed ; I could not 

• even refleft on the misfortune to v/hich 

* my folly had reduced me, much lefs 

♦ contrive any means to render them 

* more fupportable. 

* How long I remained, or how mucK 
longer I fhould have remained in this 
lethargy of mind I know not ; but 
it was almoft dark when I was rous'd 
out of it by the ftidden appearance of 
'an elderly woman, a relation of my 
^husband's, wlio with a ftern voice and 

countenance told me, that ftie was fcnt 
by him to take care of his family v 
and that I muft immedfetcly go but 
ofthehoufe. 

* This mcffage, and the manner in 
which it was delivered, ftung me to 
the v^ry foul •, rage and difd^n now 
quickened every nerve, I was all on 

fire, and raved againft mr. M in 

terms which would have made any one 
who heard me thinks t'vat it was myfelf, 
not he, who was the injured perlbn, 

N ^ ^ Ta 
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• To this (he coolly anfwer'd, that it 

* was not her bufinefs to argue with me 

* on thefe points ; that (he had difchaiv 

* ged her comm.ffion in fignifying my 

* husband's pleafure to me ; which, fincc 
« I did not tliink fit to comply with,^ he 

* mud come himfelf and put an end to 

* the difpute ; adding, that he was not 
■ far off, and flie would fend diredtly 

* for him. 

« All my courage again forfook me, 

* the fight of my husband at this time 
** was more dreadful to me than any 
^ thing I could fufFer in being bani(h*d 
« from him ; befides, my reafon now 

* convinced me, that after fo full a de- 
« tcftion of my crime, I could not hope 
« to live under the fame roof with him s 
•at leaft not till a longferies ofpcni- 

* tencc and fubnxiffions mould give me 

* a title to his forgivenels > I therefore 

* called the woman back, perceiving flie 

* was going ix> do as Ihe had iaid, and 

* told her, that fince it was my husband's 

* will I Ihould depart, I would not pro- 
« voke him by my difobedience. 

« In fpeaking thefe words I ftarted up, 
^ went to the drawers, put a night-mob 
« ip my pocket, hurried on my capu^ 

chin, 
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• chin, order'd a coach to be caliM, and 

• feem'd in as much hafte to be gone as 

• my husband was to get rid of me ; 
*' while I was doing this his kinfwoman 

• defired I would take the keys with mCf 

• faying, that if 1 fen: them in the morn- 

• ing ihe had orders to let me have 

• every thing belonging to me. 

** Very well, reply*d I carelefsly, I 
•* Ihall know in the morning what I 
•* have to do/* The coach being at the 
^ door I ftept haftily into it, and made 

• the fellow drive me to a milliner's in 

• Covcnt-Garden, whofe cuftomer t had 
« been for a confiderable time. *, - 

* I cbofe this woman's houfe for an 

• afylum in my prefent diftrefs, not da« 
^ ring to apply to any one of niy rela- 

• tions 4 nor did I think it proper as yet 

• to ^truft her with the whole fccret pi 

• my guilt and my misfortunes ; I only 

• told her., that I had- a quaxrel with my 
< husband and had fwore not to Qeep 
« with him that niglit •, fo dcfired fht 

• would bt hofpitaWe enough to afForU 

• me a bed, as Iknew fhe had^ one t» 
*. fpare. . ^ 

< The former part of that night I^ pafl: 

• in the moft crueJ agitations, but to- 

■ :. : N 5 wards 
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• wards the latter grew fomewhat more 

• compofed ; the vivacity of my temper 

• reprefcntcd to me, that 1 was not the 

• firil woman who had livM in a ftate of 

• reparation from her husband; that the 

• difcourfe of thefe things was foon over \ 

• that I had a lover who would always 

• fupply me with the neceffaries of life ; 

• and that the lofs of reputation would 

• be attoned for by the endearments of 

• fo worthy a man : thus, alafi ! was mv 
« jiidgment mifguided by my fond paf-, 

• Hon for that ungrateful wretch. 

« I difpatch'd a me^engcr to him next 
morning, he came immediately, defired 
I would provide a handfome lod^ng 
for myfelt ; and affured me, with a thou- 
fand proteftations, that his purfe and his 
perfon Ihould always be at my devo; 
tion : notwithftanding tliis I wrote to 
my husband, Ruling my tranfgreffion 
as well as I was able ; he fent me all 
the things I had left behind; but re; 
turned for anfwer to my letter, that he 
was determined never to fee my face 
again \ and that all he would do for 
me was to pay fer my board, on con- 
dition I would retire to a farm-hoofe 
an hundred and fifty miles from Loa- 
<fcn, and never more come back. 

« Gladti 
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• Gladly therefore I accepted of Celari- 

* dinc*s offer,-<^hired an apartment, and 

* thought myfrlf as happy as a woman 

* in my cireuniftinccs could be. — 'I was, 

* indeed, biit too well fecisfied with my 

* condition ; — I wanted for nothing that 
* 'I defired, and had more than I could 

* have cxpcfted of the company of the 
^ man I prized above the world : — but ^ 
,* alafs ! thefe golden days were of a fhort * 
< contittoance,-*-too fdon I found, by fad 

* experience, that a lover, as well as a 

* husband, could grow cool' on a furc 

* pofleffion/ 

• 1 cannot, however, accufc him of bc-i' 

* injg a niggard to me in his allowance 

* for my loppott v but loving him to; 

* that excefs I did, it was an adequate 
» i^tufn of love which alone could make 

* me truly bleft/ * 

* At kft he talked of going to Bath v 

* 1 tiifflfy*d an cjttreoie defire of accom*- 

* patiyinghim; but he /endeavoured to 

* put me off, by pretences which feem*d 

* to me very trifling, till I infifting upon. 

* his taking me witft him, he plainly 

* told me that I muft not think of ir,, 

* for be was to go with perfons by whom 

* it was wholly improper I fliould^Bc 
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* feen. I wept, but he was not (bftened 
- by my tears, only laying ten guineas 

* on the table bid be confole myfelf with 
^ that till his return, and then took his 
"* leave with the lame carelefs air as he 

* could have done of the moft (light ac- 
^ quaintance.' 

* Judge how fcvere a ftab this muft 

* give both to my love and pride; — ^I 
^ iaw, by the manner of his refufing, that 

* there was ibmethingmore at the bottom 
« than he made Ihew of, and refolved to . 

* fathom it whatever Ihould be the event % 
^ — accordingly, as he left London one 
« day in a poil-chaife I followed the next 
f in the ftage-coach/ 

Here the reflexion on ^thofc wild 
lengths, to which the folly of her paflioa 
had tranfported her, made her again ua<* 
able to proceed, and ^he company were 
obliged to give ^ truce to their curiolity 
till ihe recover Vi herfelf enough to gaoa 
with her narrative, in the manner which 
will be feen in the fucceeding chapter. 



& 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Will gratify the readers impatience 

" w//i& the conclufion of tnrs. M—^s 

bijiory ; and aljo with what effeSlt 

the recital of it produced in the 

'minds of tbofe who beard it, 

TH E unfortunate mrs. M-— having 
dried up her tears, and made the- 
bed: apology ihe could to the ladies for 
this interruption, refumed her difcourfe 
ia thefe words : 

* I took up my lodgings on my ar* 
^ rival here, faid me, at the inn where I 

* alighted, and fent immediately in 

* fearch of Celandine 5— he came the next 
\ day, but his looks, before he fpoke,* 

* made me know how little he was plea* 
i fed with feeing me, ** I thouglit ma^* 
*^ dam, faid he, I faid enough to pre- 
«« vent you from coming hither 5 and am 
•> furprizcdyou fhould aft in a manncf 
^' fo contrary to my inclination.'* ^ ; 

\ . . 

] < I told him, that I found it impo& 
< fible to live fo lo^g 4 tiffie \v^i(hputj^n>s 

* and 
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• and a great deal of fiich fond idle ftufF, 

• which he as little regarded as indeed 

• it dcferved ; —he inUfted on my re- 
/ turn to I..ondon the next morning; 
•which after fome tears, I at laft pro^- 

• mifed to do, Qiti condition that he 

• would dine with me that day. It was 
« with fotne difficulty I prevaiPd upon 
« him to gire me his company, even for 

• the few hours I requeued it ;-^— nor 
« would I. have taken fo much painsto 
« obtain fo fmall a favour, if I had not 

• fiatter'd myfetf with being able to win 

• lum yet further to miy pwpofe/ 

* But my hopes deceived nfie,— in va» 
« I try'd all the arts that love infoir'dm^ 

• with, — he was inflexible to all my in- 

• treaties, — ^unmoved by my indeardients, 
^ and treated all I faid to him od the fcore 

• of my ftaying here with fo much con- 
< tempt, that the pride and f^rh whick 

• my paffion for him had but too much 

• quelrd, began to roufe theo^felve* In 

• me ; — I told hihi that he had no right 
« to prefcribe the place of my refidenee j 

. ^ that Bath was equally as free for me ajs 

• for himfelf ; and that I would not leavfe 

• it. On I his he ftarted up, and with d 

• countenance full offpite,— " 'Tis very 
*♦ well, feid he, ydu th*i may ftay j fciit I 
** fancy you will fitod it extremely diffi- 

"cult 
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*• cult ta fopporc yourfdif cither here or 
** any where dfe Without my affiftance, 
** which you may be affured I IhaH ne- 
*« ver afford to one who afts in bppo- 
** iition to my will/ 

• The confidcration of my wretched 

* circumftanccs made me tremble at this 

* menace, and again ^reduced me to fub- 

* miffion ; I implored his pardon for 

* the raflinefr of my paffeoit, and pro- 
« mifed I would hereafter db in every 
« thing as he would have me ; this paci- 

* fied him ; and fitting down again, *• I 

** would hstve ycai, faid he, behave like 

^^ a reafonable woman, and one who 

'*• knows the world) our amouf has 

** been of a long continuance, and you 

*« cannot expeft a man like me Ihould 

*♦ always confine himfelf to "one objeiit*: 

^* to deal fincerely with you, I am here 

♦« on the invitation of a woman of con- 

«• dition, whom I have the good fortune 

•* to be well ^ith ; if you ofFcf to intcr- 

*♦ fere with my plcafures I have Sqne 

*« with you for t^verj therefore, it depends 

♦• entirely on youtfelf to keep me your 

*< friend or not, . 

« It is amazing, even to myfelf, to 

• think how I bad the power to conceal 

•* the agonies^ which rent my heart at 

. * ■ •• ' *' this 
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this impudent declaration s yet it is 
certain that I did fo : I avow'd to do 
every thing he required of me, and 
to regulate my condud henceforward 
fo as never to oflfend him ; he feem*d 
pleas'd with my afliirance^ put five 
guineas into my hand to defray the un- 
neceflary eiqpence, as he called it, of 
my coming hither, gave me a kils, 
wi(h*d me a good journey to London, 
and then left me to indulge the truf- 
ports of a rage the more violent for 

having been fupprefs'd. 

« 

« I did not, however, wafte much time 
in giving way to emotions which would 
neither avail my love or my revenge ; 
to think of doing what I had promiied 
to him was far from me ; I refolved to 
fee the face that had fupplanted me in 
his aiFedions ; how afterwards I would 
behave I did not then confider : this 
was the firft great point on which my 
foi4 was fix'd ; and to accomplifh it 
went that evening and hired a lodging 
in the moft private part of the town : 
the people €1 the houfe, on my fignify- 
ing to them that I wanted an adroit 
boy, or young fellow, to run on errands 
^and^wait Qn pie while I ftay*d at Bath, 
)Vere To kind Jto help me to one exaftly 
fit.lqir my p^tupcpi^i he had been a 
.• ' « waiter 
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* waiter in a coSce-houfe laft fealbn 

* when Celandine was here, and knew 
« him perfcftly wclL 

* The chief bufinefs I employed him 
^ in wa$ to ftand centry near the houfe 

* where Celandine lodg'd, to watch him 

* wherever he went, to find out the 

* names and characters of the perfons he 

* viiited, and to bring me ah exadt ac* 

* count. 

* By the diligence of this emiflary I 
« dilcoverM that he vifitcd here every 

* day ; that he conflantly attended three 

* ladies from hence to the walks — the 

* long room— ^e play, and all^publie 
«. places *, that one of thefe ladies he 

* leemM moll particularly attached to 5 
« and that Ihe was call'd lady Speck. 

Mr. Lovegrove tura-d his e^res on lady 
Speck,, at thefe words, with fome fur- 
prife ; ihe was in a good deal of confu- 
Oon and cried out, • Your fpy was mif- 

< taken in hi$ intelligence in this point, 
f his attachment was equal to us all, 

< and I dare fay was equally regarded/ 

* Pardon me, madam, refumed the un- 

* fortunate hiftorian ; I knew hot then, 
'nor am yet certain to which of, you 

* ths 
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* the name of lady Speck belongs j you 

* will not wonder, that in thofe momenti 

* of my jealous rage, I wi(h*d deftrudion 

* on the charms that had undone me ; 

* but this unlucky day above all I v^z% 
^ leaft able to command my paiiion *, the 
' boy brought me word that he had feen 

* Celandine in the walks with two of 

* you, whom prefcntly he quitted and 

* hurried to this houie ; on which I 

* concluded the third lady who ftajr^d at 

* home, and to whom he was in fo 

* much hade to retire, was ther pterfbn 

* who I fliould henosfbfth lo6k tMi as* 

* my xrrai \ and ar that inflteit ftrbd' 

< ^th <!motiofis, /tb ^hich rorfbn c^n' 
«-ftt -no bounds, I muflkd myielf laip' 

< fits you fee, ran through the Greets like* 

< one broke lobfe fitim Bedlam *, on niy" 

* coming here I found the door open, z 
^ fervant^maid was doing fomething in 
« ^ hull, and on xny enquiring for 
^ Celanditle.ihe told me he had ccme'^in 
^ a little before, and (te believed was 

« iftien in the arbotir at the lowor end 

* of the garden, for (he had fc«i him 

* paft that i^Y 5 I flew direaiy ta the 

* place flie tnenticHi*d j but the fiiry I 

* was in had fo blinded me that I did 
« not fridily perceive the entrance j. I 

< heard the voice of my perfidious lover, 

* and thnrfl my head dbroug^ the lattice, 

* and 
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• and my whole body had certainly 

• broke through that /lender partiti6n, 

• if thofe who occafion*d niy defpair had 

• not that moment rufh*d out of the 

• place : at this fight diftraftion took 

• polfefiion of my brain j all hell and 

• its worft furies were in my heart; I 

• drew my penknife, refolved to (heath 

• it in the villian*s bread ; but I know 

• not how it was, continued fhe, addref- 
« Cng herfelfto Jenny, you, madam, were 

• neatcft" to ii>e, and the blow I meint 
« for him, in my miftaken rage was 

• alm'd at youf what followed I am 

• whQlly ignorant of 5 for my difappoint* 

• t^ngfi jrccdiliog upon mySbif, Co^riief 

• witk the Tucje blow the villain gavcf 

• me in ywrefting the penknife from my 
** hand, ftopp*d all thfe fprings of life, 

• till yotir^charitable endeavours put them 

• again inr motion, aiyi called me back tor 
*. fen&t to Ihame, to mifery, and. the 
*: r^cks of thotight.' 

Thu$ did mrs. M-— — conclude her 
tedious narrative •, but did not give over 
fpeaking till flie afrefh intreatcd par- 
Gon of the company for the rifturbance 
fl[ie bad occafion'd in the family, and of 
Jenny in particular, who had fuftir'd 
moft throu^ the extravagance Ihe had 
been guilty of; to which that young 

lady 
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lady, with a Ki^at deal of IWeetnefs, tho' 
not without (omc blulhes at the remem- 
brance of Celandine's behaviour, replyM 
11 thefe terms : ' I can eafily forgive the 
^ fright you put me into, faid (he, as I 

• know not but it was your feafonablc 

• interruption which chiefly preferved 

• me from a worfe mifchief than that 

• which I was threatened with by your 

• miftaken jealoufy.* 

* I did not know, my dear, faid mifi 

• Wingman with a gay air, that the in- 
^ clinations of Celandine were devoted 
« to you ; or that he left us f6 abruptly 
^ in the walks on purpofe to have the 

• pleafure of entertaining you adone/ 
Jenny was about to make fbme anfwer,. 
but was prevented by mr. Lovegrovc, 
who haftily taking up the word, cried 

• out, *Tis difficult, madam, to know the 

• realinclinations of a man fuch a Celan- 

• dine; for 1 take him to be one of thofe 
< fo elegantly defcribed by mr. Rowe in 
« his play cali'd the Fair Penitent : 

A linging, dancing, Worthleis tribe 

they are. 
Who talk of beauties that they never 

law. 
And boafk of favours that th^y ne'er 

cnjoy'd. 

In 
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In repeating thefc lines he fix*d his 

eyes on lady Speck, who feetning more 

than ordinarily- penfire, and making no 

anfwer^ he went on i * The poet, rcfum'd 

* he, throughout that whole performance, 

* ftiews himfelf very much a friend to the 
^ ladies, efpe^iaily when gives them this 

* advice : 

Were you, ye fair, but cautious whom 

you truft. 
Would you but think how feldom 
fools arejuft, 
. So many of your fex would not in 
v^n. 
Of faithlefs men and broken vows 

complain. 
Of all the various wretches love has 

made, ^ 

How few have been by men of fenfe 

betray 'd ; • 
Convinced by reafon, they your*^ 

power confefs, . 
Pleas'd to be happy asyouVepleas'd 

tobjlef$; 
And confcious of your worth can j 
never love you leis. 

Here enfued a lUence, which perhaps 
had continued yet longer if it had not 
been broke by mifs Wingman, that 
young la(dy having her thoughts more 
su liberty than any of the reft of tha . 
i.: ' <^o?npany. 
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company, and who indeed loved talking 
io well, that it was a pain to her to for- 
bear it for^ny conficfcrafeie tin^e. Turn- 
ing towards inps.M—r—f * I am fiir- 

* prifcd, madam, faid Ihe, that your un- 

* taithful lorer having the Confidence ta 

* avow his guilt, by telling you that he 

* came down to Bath on the mvitation 

* of a woman of faihion, that you had 

* not the curiofity to afk him the name 
f and quality of the perfon for whofe 

* fake you were undone i fince he had fo 

* little difcretion as to let you into one 

* part of the fccret, he would certainly 

* have made you acquainted with the 

* Vliole, if you had defired it/ 

* It muft be confdsM, rejoined Jenny, 

* that fuch an eii^iry would have been 

* highly natural in mrs. M ; and, if 

* anfwerM to her fatisfadlion, might have 
•TaSred her the trouble of employing 

* an emiflary to watch the motions of 
« Gelandine ; but for my part, I have 
V little caufe to wi{h it had been fd; 
*. fince it was to her miffaken jcaloofy 
« I was indebted for the: feafonable relidf 

* I Feceived from the infolent imperti- 

* nencies pf that vain and unworthy cox- 

* comb/ 

^ * It is alfo poftible, niadamv cried mr^r 

* Uovegrove, in an extraordinary emotion 5 

* * fvich 
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* fuch an cclaircifcmcnt might have been 

* attended with worfe confequenccs than 

* you think on. Who can telL, added he 

* with ftill more vehemence, but that he 
^ might have mcntionM the name of 

* fome lady Who wants not an- ^mirer 

* zealous enough to have vindicated' her 

* reputation at the expence of his own 

* life or that of the traducer ?' 

* I know not, replied mrs. M— figh-, 
.* ing, what confequenccs may have been 

* pev^ted, or what might have enfued 

* oy the difcovery-of my rival -, but this I 

* am certain of, that I was fo Ihock'd at 

* his ingratitude, fo aftonifh'd at his 

* afllirance, and To terrified with his me- 

* naces, that I had then neither prefence 

* of mind nor courage to put the qupftion 

* to him/ 

'I • , ' 

Lady Speck^ who had not fpoke one 
fyUabie for a confiderable time, now af- 
fciftcd a prddigious gaity du coeur, ^ The 
.? demand. y«u,mean, f^dfte,! believe 
*♦ w>;Uld h^veib^eri to very little purpofej 
*,I dare .anfw«r Celaridine would have 

* been ftrangely puzzled to have inform- 
\ ed you in* any particulars of the fond 

* lady for ^hofe fake he came to Bath 5 

* men of his romantic difpofition* wor- 

* fhip images of their own fprtnation ; 

* boaft of vifionary favoi^Mrs, and take !as 

' much 
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^ much pleafure in the ihadbw as others 

* do in the fubftance* 

• True, madam, cried mr. JLovcgrove 

< gravely % but if they fhould happen to 

< afCgn real names to dieir ideal miftrefles, 
y what but the Uood of. fodi a vilkua 

* could attone for hb prefumption ? 

No reply was made to this ; and mrs. 
M— thinking it would beft becoine lier 
to take leave ojf the comjpany, whicfi fht 
did in the moft refpedfuf manner, everjr 
body afTurcd her they' pity*d her misf or< 
tunes, and that they fincerely ^i(h*d fome- 
thing might happen to. extricate her from 
the labyrinth in whU:h Ihc was at preient 
involved. 

Afty (he was gone, there foon rc- 
mam*d hone but mifs Wingman and 
Jenny to maintain ^a -co^;rf erfation ; inr. 
Lovegrove, a good deal difconcerted at 
Ibme pafiages he had heard related by 
.mrs. M' ■ , pretending buGnefs caird 
him, went a^^ay ; and lady Speck, whb 
was extremely ' out of humour, and had 
been at fome pain to conceal it, took 
this opportunity of retiring to her clofet, 
in order to compofe the troubles of her 
mind* i 

# End of the Fiii5.T.yQi.vMB«. 
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